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DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. 
THE SACRED HEART THE TEACHER OF MANKIND. 
BY THE REV. P. A. HALPIN, SAVANNAH, GA. 
III. THe TEACHER. 


“Learn of me.’—Matt. xi. 209. 


SYNOPSIS.—The Sacred Heart is a teacher, and the best, of the highest and 
most essential science. The Sacred Heart is eminently a teacher because 
it possesses these three attributes of a master: Knowledge, ee? 
eloquence. I. Knowledge of the Science of holiness, knowledge of G 
knowledge of the human heart. 2. Expression, or genius of ae 
tion, as proved by the perfection of the Sacred Heart. Among all teachers 
its reputation the best, among all scholars its scholars the most dis- 
tinguished. 3. Eloquence. Witness the ardor and enthusiasm of its dis- 
ciples, to which add the eloquence of perfect example. Come and learn. 


From the Sacred Heart has gone forth the invitation to come 
and learn in the school of sanctity. No doubt about the invita- 
tion—its cordiality, its comprehensiveness. Nor is there any doubt 
about the school. It is the Sacred Heart. While the invitation 
includes everybody, the school is vast enough to hold all. What of 
the Teacher? The amazing unity of it all! The school and the 
Master are one. The teacher is the Sacred Heart. Is this a new 
language which we are speaking? Are we harking back to arcana 
days? Days when the very elementary doctrines of the Church 
were expounded to an exclusive few? When the mysteries were 
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curtained off from the uninitiated? God be praised, No! How can 
the Sacred Heart be teacher as well as school? We must not forget 
that in living beings the heart is the great motive power: that it 
controls and regulates all activity ; that from it everything proceeds 
The words of knowledge flow from the lips of Christ, but they 
originate in His Heart. Never an expression of love or merey 
or anger, nor ever a declaration uttered by the Master that jg 
not first conceived and formed in His Heart. What is said of 
words is also true of thoughts and acts. Ultimately and primarily, 
through words, and thoughts, and deeds, we come to the pulsing 
of the Sacred Heart. Is there any quality in that Heart which fits 
it to be an educator of mankind? In a teacher what do we look 
for? We demand as requisites: Knowledge—he must be familiar 
with what he teaches; communicative power—there must be no 
ambiguity of exposition ; perswasion—the one who sits in the chair 
must be able not merely to enlighten and convince minds, but to 
move hearts. The perfection of a teacher depends on the fulness 
with which he possesses these three attributes. 

How stands the claim of the Sacred Heart? In what proportion is 
it endowed with these essential gifts? What is the science which 
Christ professes to teach, and what is its scope? It is the science of 
salvation, and its object is to lead man to God. Clearly the science of 
deniable axioms and the severest logic. It reveals all the difficulties 
which man must encounter on his road, the means of overcoming 
them, the strength and courage needed to persevere unto the end. 
The light in which the Sacred Heart perceives and grasps the 
principles of this supernal wisdom is a double and an unfailing 
light—the light which irradiates the intelligence of the divinity 
and the light of love. Than this light of love, this heart-light, 
none is brighter, none is steadier. It is affection of some kind that 
holds man back—misplaced affection, of course. We depart from 
God by forgetting Him, by ignoring Him, by letting the heart 
xo out to creatures, by a futile endeavor to fill it with finite things, 
by weighting it with the world so that it can not mount, but must 
fall and be carried hither and thither by every stray current until 
it descends into lower spheres, and in the end is carried by 
one fatal sweep thither where no God and nothing divine can be 
discovered. This last stage is loss eternal. This is the history of 
all reprobation. The inborn appetite for heaven becomes diseased, 
Supernatural desires are choked, and a vast yearning is created, 
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and the “far off country” is reached, and the barnyard and the 
swine husks and the dark and useless groping, and the way which 
s neither of nor to God. Man who is made to live by the love of 
God dies through his love of things that can bring him nothing 
but death. Sometimes we see the surface of a stream strewn 


with dead insects. They mistook the reflected mimic sky for the 


blue firmament above and flew to their destruction. Man mistakes 
the images of God for God Himself, and rushes to his ruin. Let 
man change the order of his affections and immediately his entire 
activity takes another direction. Things of earth and flesh are 
spurned—they are cast out and the heart lightened rises higher 
and higher and is hidden in the distant blue, and at last is folded 
in the embrace of God. Man is saved. The heart of Christ is 
inundated with the love of God—is filled with that knowledge 
which alone the love of God can give. It is wrapped up in God; 
its every fiber is impregnated with the divinity; is in closest com- 
merce with Him; knows Him and understands Him, and feels 
Him as the most perfect, most desirable, most lovable of beings; 
beholds Him in His infinity, in His all-satisfying nature; knows 
that when once even dimly manifested the heart must irresistibly 
struggle toward possession of the only beautifying treasure, the true 
home of the created heart. The Sacred Heart tastes incessantly 
and richly of the divine sweetness ; to it all outside of God is bitter- 
ness, and in its large compassion for humanity it aches to make 
every one a sharer in its untold happiness. Could the knowledge 
of God for whom man was made be fuller? Add to all this: how 
penetrating and comprehensive is the knowledge of the human 
heart possessed by the Divine Teacher. All the weakness, fickle- 
ness, baseness—all the limitations of man are laid bare before the 
Master. The story of human love from the beginning is revealed. 
So nothing that concerns God who made the affection for Himself, 
nothing connected with the heart of man, whose essential happiness 
lies in reaching God, nothing in relation to all this escapes the 
Master’s vision. He stands before us splendidly equipped for His 
task. Christian art presents Christ to the world holding out His 
heart to us. What a simple and yet what a significant and sublime 
conception! | None but God could or would thus disclose to the gaze 
of the universe his heart with its whole story revealed—with the 
privilege accorded to every one to examine its whole texture and 


‘listen to its every throb. No man could dare invite the multitudes 
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to such a close study of his heart. So much would he have to hang 
his head for, so much would he have to screen! Not so with 
Christ. His heart is an open book; every page may be turned over 
and scrutinized ; every line, every word, every letter inspected. On 
all its leaves, and everywhere from cover to cover, one expression 
is inscribed in luminous characters—one expression explaining all 
others—love—love for God and love for us. With the knowledge 
of God and the knowledge of our hearts, their trials, temptations, 
suffering, frailties, what more is it in our reason to demand of one 
who invites us to come and learn of Him? His knowledge of the 
subject matter, His knowledge of His disciples and their needs js 
complete. We may rest in the assurance that whatever our poor 
hearts may desire to know, He has it in His gift to teach. There 
are no heart-problems, no heart-riddles for Him. On this score—on 
the score of competence—it is needless to ask further. 

If we seek adequate preparation as the first requisite in a teacher, 
we look in the second place for the talent, or better, the genius of ex- 
position, for tle power of communication or expression. When an 
establishment of instruction appeals to the public for patronage, it 
points to the illustrious names that grace its faculty list, and also to 
the scholars of the institution who have gone forth from its portals 
and mingling with the world have achieved distinction for them- 
selves and renown for their alma mater in the different avocations 
of life. 

This speaks for competency in learning and exposition. The 
reputation of the professors, the success of the scholars, are a signal 
proof that promises have not been a dead letter, but have been 
crowned by fulfilment. Let us make an application of this to our 
present purpose. The name of our Master! It is writ highest on 
the cliffs of fame. In comparison all other names are meaningless 
sounds. It is a reputation distinguished beyond the power of words 
to utter—beyond the power of mind to fathom. What is needed 
to enhance the value of a name belonging to Him who lifted the 
world from the lowest depths of barbarism to the highest plane 
of civilization? To paint the lily or to gild refined gold is excessively 
ridiculous and wasteful. Pass we from the name of the Master 
to the fame of the scholars who sat and learned at His feet. The 
great men and women of the world—where have they been formed? 
In the school of the Sacred Heart. What manner of beings were 
they? All sorts and conditions of men. Mighty intellects were 
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they, and plain and unlettered as well; peasants and potentates, 
ignorant and obscure some, save for their sanctity, poor and rich. 
The names of many are on the roll so dazzling of the Roman 
martyrology; the names of others are unknown except in their 
narrow boundaries of village and hamlet. They are inscribed in the 
hearts of multitudes benefited by the sweetness and fragrance and 
helpfulness of their heroic lives. From Mary, whose immaculate 
heart was in such close touch with that of her Son, and who took 
on so largely of its marvelous attributes; from John, who drank so 
copiously of that unfailing fountain; from the apostles, who im- 
bibed their meekness and humility and courage from the same 
unexhaustible source; from the first Christians down through the 
long line of Pontiffs, and confessors, and martyrs, and virgins to 
the soul that will depart this life to-day in the odor of holiness, 
we have a splendid scroll of names unnumbered who have studied, 
and learned, and understood, and practiced the lofty precepts of 
the same school. What institution can point with so much pride 
to so many distinguished pupils—distinguished for careers made 
glorious by instruction so ably imparted? What an advertisement 
this for the competency and skill in communicating of the teacher 
who poured out so lavishly of the treasures of wisdom upon 
the measureless throng of devoted followers! It is more. It is an 
argument claiming for the teacher the eloquence which inspired en- 
thusiasm, and without which, whatever the other qualifications of 
a master, his outfit remains incomplete and his success but partial. 

It is one thing to know and to expound, but vastly another thing 
to awaken a burning desire to work out in life the theories ad- 
vanced for the enlightenment and elevation of the race. The Sacred 
Heart taught faith, and men embraced it and made it the main- 
spring of their entire activity. They loved it beyond all else. They 
reckoned nothing endured for it a sacrifice. They rejoiced to suffer 
for it. They were glad to give up home and country and life for it. 
They carried it everywhere, through perils of all kinds, and planted 
it at the furthermost ends of the earth. The Sacred Heart taught 
charity, and the world was renovated. Selfishness was crushed. 
God was the only object of their aroused affection, and after God 
and in God the neighbor. They breathed that divine charity; they 
burned in it as in a fire. It became a passion. They were consumed 
init as ina flame. Military ardor was a mere spark alongside of the 
great blaze of their enthusiasm. The Sacred Heart taught poverty, 
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and in crowds they rushed to secure its blessings. They surrendered 
all they had. The world had no attraction for them, nor wealth, 
nor anything procurable by wealth. They had but one ambition, 
to strip themselves of everything; to suffer all the pangs of poverty, 
hunger, thirst, homelessness; to be poor with Christ; poor and to 
die totally denuded, as He died, with no other possession than His 
cross, and His thorns, and His agony. The Sacred Heart taught 
chastity, and the sinful world whitened like a lily. The diadem of 
virginity was prized beyond pleasure and rubies. The Sacred 
Heart found itself surrounded by a white-robed army of men and 
women of all stations enthused with one idea—the idea of a life 
in the flesh rivaling the spotlessness of the angelic nature. And 
so for the other virtues. The eloquence of the teacher stimulated 
all hearts, awakened new affections, filled them with desires akin 
to His own. Never was teacher more eloquent, never had teacher 
more ardent disciples, more docile pupils; never did scholars rise 
so near to the perfections of the Master. In the Sacred Heart lies 
treasured all the properties which render instruction full, expressive 
and persuasive, bewitching to the last degree. It holds the plenary 
knowledge of the science it came to propagate; it teaches that 
science in earnest, lucid accents, in terms that reach all hearts and 
transforms them into fearless, inspired, enthusiastic followers for- 
ever. 

One element of the success of the Sacred Heart’s teaching can 
not, must not be lost sight of. When a teacher comes to us witha 
doctrine that requires from all who accept it new ideas and new 
conduct, the subjection of the passions and the leaving old and 
easy and pleasant paths, the surest way to compel compliance is 
the way of example. As practical regenerators of fallen man the 
old philosophies and the new failed, among other reasons, because 
the lives of the sages contradicted the beauty of the principles they 
sought to establish. Not so with the Sacred Heart. As it taught 
it did. It imposed charity, and chastity, and poverty, and humility, 
but only after it had given proof for thirty years of a life of a 
purity, and a poverty, and a humility hitherto undreamed. When 
the Sacred Heart finished its visible teachership it was after an 
added three years of the same virtues increasing, amidst trials of 
every description, unto a meridian fulness and brightness—an added 
three years of persecution and hardships stamped by the highest 
seal a teacher can give his doctrine—the seal of a death of ignominy 
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and agony. No wonder that the teacher excels, no wonder the 
pupils enthusiastically follow His guidance. The marvel is not 
that so many heeded His invitation and imitated His example and 
became in His school His loving and faithful disciples. The wonder 
is that the whole world is not at His feet. We have the same school, 
the same teacher, the same teaching. We may learn the same 
saving lessons. Yet we keep aloof. The lives we admire so much, 
the life we know to be the most perfect, the most noble, the most 
worthy of living may be ours. The same Sacred Heart that converted 
St. Paul, the same Master that transformed St. Augustine is still 
with us. The same invitation is extended to us, the same school 
is opened, the same teacher stands waiting at the door for us. It 
takes our breath away to think that in one swift moment we could 
be saints. How long, O Lord, how long! We can only pray one 
prayer—pray that in infinite condescension the Master will come 
to us and lead us in spite of ourselves to the school, and compel 
us to listen to the winning accents of the meek and humble and 
Most Sacred and Divine Heart. 





SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 


SHORT SERMON. 
INSTRUCTIONS ON CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. 


BY A PRIEST OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS. 


XLV. Tue NINTH ARTICLE OF THE CREED. 


“T believe in one Holy Catholic Church.” 


SYNOPSIS.—I. What you profess to believe: That the Catholic Church is 
the true Spouse of Christ—One Holy and Apostolic. That she és the 
medium through whom we receive the true knowledge of God and all 
His gifts and graces. II. How must you live in accordance with your 
profession? 1. United in the bonds of charity, as children of one mother— 
members of one body under one head. 2. As our Mother ts Holy, we must 
also be holy, profiting by all the means and graces which she procures 
for us. 3. Because she ts apostolic, we must love and venerate her, and 
be grateful that we are numbered among her children. 


At the beginning of the world God Himself spoke to man 
through His angels, then through the prophets, and finally through 


Jesus Christ, His only-begotten Son. But now He speaks through 
His Church, in which there is, and will remain unto the end of 
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the world, the Spirit of the Lord, the eternal truth, and the trye 
knowledge. 

The creed teaches us this by saying: “ I believe in the Holy Catho- 
lic Church.” This we believe and believe as much as when we confess 
that there is a God who has created heaven and earth, that Jesus 
Christ our Lord is His only begotten Son, and that the Holy Spirit 
is the third person of the Godhead. 

So that you may understand this better it will be necessary to ex- 
plain to you why we say (a) I believe in a Church, (b) a holy, (c) a 
Catholic or universal church. 

(a) The name “ church” in this case does not signify a house of 
God, a temple of stone, brick or wood, but we understand by the word 
church the congregation of all those who confess the Christian faith. 
This congregation is not confined to a single place, city, or country; 
it comprises all people, wherever in the world believers in Christ 
have lived, now live or will live unto the end of time. And as we, 
when we say for instance the whole city or the whole country, under- 
stand by that all the inhabitants of that city or country, so do we 
understand by the word church the whole community of all the 
faithful, i. e., all souls which the Holy Spirit by His grace gathered 
together in the unity of faith and united as members of one body to 
Christ, the Head of the Church. Therefore there belong to the 
Church: 1. All those who believe in Christ and do not want to 
separate from the Church by their own fault; 2. All who, though 
they lived before Christ, believed through the guidance of the grace 
of God in Christ as the future Messiah; 3. All who have already 
arrived in heaven and behold Christ the Saviour face to face; 4. All 
who have departed from this life in the true faith and in the grace 
of God, but who to atone for some faults committed on this earth 
are still in purgatory, but are assured of final salvation; 5. All who 
in the possession of the true Christian faith still live upon earth, 
combating for the attainment of the kingdom of heaven. All these 
belong to the Church and are called, if already in heaven, members 
of the “Triumphant Church;” if still on earth, members of 
the “ Militant Church;” and if they are in purgatory, members 
of the “ Suffering Church.” 

(b) This Church we call holy, not because we ought to think 
that all are holy who belong to it; there are among them good and 
bad, and God grant that there may not be more of the latter than of 
the former! We call it holy: 
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1. Because all who are received into this Church must be undefiled 
and pure, and are for this reason purified and sanctified in holy 
baptism. 

2. Because all laws, ceremonies, sacraments and doctrines of the 
Church are holy and intended for the salvation of man. 

3. Because there does not exist outside of this Church any holiness. 

4. Because Christ has given to it the — Spirit, who governs, 
teaches and directs it. 

5. Because it preserves the genuine Gospel and proclaims the right 
meaning of Holy Scripture. 

6. Because it alone is competent to create saints, and not seldom 
changes the most godless into the most repentant of men. 

7. Because in this Church there is a Communion of Saints, whose 
souls are God’s dominions. 

(c) We call our Church universal or Catholic. It is universal 
because it is spread throughout the whole world; because since the 
creation of the world there has been no time during which it has 
not existed, because it will remain for all times until the end of the 
world ; because among all nations, sexes and classes there are some 
who believe in its doctrines and honor and love it as a mother; 
because in its laws, teachings and ceremonies it is everywhere the 
same, and all its adherents have the same privileges, benefits and 
means of salvation. 

No other church but the Roman Church can say this of itself. 
Such unity and uniformity can not be found in other churches. 
Unsteadily they totter among their doctrines and have almost as 
many different tenets as adherents to their sects. Therefore is the 
word “ Catholic” the victorious sword in the hands of the Church, 
with which it hurls all heresies to the ground. 

You know now, my dear people, what it means when you say: “I 
believe in a holy Catholic Church.”’ It means, I believe in a Church 
which is the union of all the faithful in Christ, those who have 
lived, live now and will live in future, a church which is the true 
Roman Apostolic Church, i. e., that church which was founded 
by Christ and the apostles themselves; which up to this hour has 
been visibly transmitted and spread throughout the whole world; 
is governed by the successors of St. Peter and the Bishops of Rome, 
and which will last unto the end of all time. 

I will conclude my sermon on this article by impressing 
upon your hearts and minds some truths which arise from its 
teachings. 
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1. Because the grace of the Lord has united us all in one Church 
like the members of a body under one Head, we should live peaceably 
and unitedly together and charitably come to each other’s aid as 
the members of one body. The beautiful testimony given in Holy 
Scripture: “ And the multitude of the believers had but one heart 
and one soul” (Acts iv. 32), should equally befit ourselves. Where 
there is discord, enmity, and quarreling the vengeance of God 
will not be wanting so as to remove such obstinate, invidious, ma- 
levolent creatures and maintain unity among the members of His 
own sacred body. 

2. Because the Church is holy we have in her a holy mother. And 
what behooves us more, who call ourselves children of the Church, 
than to be holy children of a holy mother? 

Yes; our course of life must be devout, just, and holy if we want 
to be good children of the Church. Yet we must neither hate nor 
persecute those Catholics who are wicked and lead a vicious life, for 
they are members of the Church, even if they are dead and spiritless 
members. We should only be too eager to convert by our life, our 
good example and admonitions, by prayer and good works these 
wayward children. 

3. Because the Roman Church alone is the true Apostolic Church, 
and because we have the great happiness of living in her bosom, I 
beseech every one of you to love, obey, honor, and cherish this 
mother more, much more, than your own mother in the flesh. 
Your natural mother has given you nothing more than that through 
her you have become a child of man, but the Church makes you a 
child of God. Of your own mother you have received but food and 
garb for your body, but the Church refreshes you with divine food 
and nourishment for your immortal soul. Therefore, honor and 
love your real mother, the Catholic Church, which, when your 
own father and mother have long been resting in their graves, 
will not desert you, and will ever strive to make you happy for 
all eternity. Let the world say what it may: you adhere to the 
One Church. This should be your guiding star; this the sign 
which never deceives you; this the bond which draws you to the 
only true goal. Therefore, confess always with lips and heart: “I 
believe in a holy, Catholic, Christian Church.” 
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HUMILITY. 


BY THE RT. REV. MGR. JOHN S. VAUGHAN, LONDON, ENGLAND. 


“He that humbleth himself shall be exalted.”.—-From the Gospel of the day. 


SYNOPSIS.—1. God’s regard for the humble; He saves His best gifts for 
them, gives great knowledge to uneducated saints; selects those who 
despise themselves to carry out His great designs. 2. Humility the road 
to Christian glory.—Christ’s words to His apostles —The Blessed Virgin. 
3. Humility a source of peace and happiness in this world. The humble 
man is not offended by neglect, nor distressed in adversity, nor cast 
down in trials. The proud man ts never at peace—Aman. Humility 
attracts friendship. 4. How to obtain humility—(a) the contemplation of 
Christ; (b)the thought of our lowliness; (c) consideration of the ad- 
vantages of humility; (d) prayer; (e) the practice of humiliation. 


As Almighty God detests and denounces the soul-destroying 
vice of pride, so in a corresponding degree does He love and favor 
its opposite, viz., the truly beautiful virtue of humility. 

His predilection for this virtue is manifested in many ways. In 
the first place it is the humble of heart whom He selects in order 
that He may make them the special depositories of His supernatural 
favors and graces and blessings, according to the assurance of the 
apostle. ‘‘ God resisteth the proud, but to the humble he giveth 
grace” (I. Peter v. 5). And the reason of this seems sufficiently 
obvious. God knows that to grant special privileges or powers 
to such as are already puffed up, and who are wont proudly to 
attribute to themselves what they receive from God, would be but 
to pour oil on the flames, to increase their conceit and vanity, and 
greatly to aggravate the weight of their responsibility; therefore 
in His mercy He reserves His best gifts for the humble; that is to 
say, for those who may be trusted to attribute nothing to them- 
selves, but to refer everything they have to its true source, viz., 
the Eternal Father above, from whom every good gift proceeds. 

God indicates His strong approval of humility also in another 
manner—by treating the humble and lowly with a greater and more 
intimate familiarity than others; and by conversing with them as 
a friend with friends. It is above all to the humble that God opens 
out the treasures of His wisdom: often, as it were, laying bare 
the supernatural truths and mysteries of His kingdom in the hours 
of prayer and heavenly contemplation. “I confess to thee, O 
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Father, Lord of heaven and earth!” exclaimed our Divine Master, 
“because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them to little ones” (Matt. xi. 25). That is to 
say, to those who are mean and despicable in their own eyes. 

The fulfilment of these words is witnessed in the lives of the 
saints. How often it is found that without human learning, and 
without study or application or physical effort or worldly oppor- 
tunity poor and simple souls display a knowledge of God and an 
insight into some of the most abstruse and difficult questions of 
theology, which astonish and dumfound the profoundest and most 
famous students and professors. The Holy Spirit illuminates their 
minds and communicates a knowledge which years of patient 
thought could never purchase. The Franciscan lay brother, St. 
Didacus, to take a single instance, could neither read nor write; and 
being vowed to poverty, could bestow no alms; yet rich and poor 
flocked to him for advice, and even the very beggars used to say, 
that “ this poor man’s words are worth more than other men’s gold.” 

God manifests His love of meek and humble souls also by His 
practice of selecting them, in preference to all others, for the 
accomplishment of His greatest designs. The glorious apostle St. 
Paul was so strongly impressed by this fact, that he points it out 
in his own inimitable language to the Corinthians. In his First 
Epistle he tells them, as though to instill into their hearts a love 
of this difficult virtue, that “ The foolish things of the world hath 
God chosen that he may confound the wise; and the weak things 
of the world hath God chosen that he may confound the strong; 
and the base things of the world, and the things that are con- 
temptible hath God chosen, and the things that are not, that he might 
bring to naught things that are, that no flesh should glory in his 
sight ” (I. Cor. i. 27-29). 

Just as He chose for His disciples and apostles men of mean 
birth and low extraction, and appointed these ignorant fishermen to 
convert the world, and to subjugate nations and peoples to His 
rule, so He still, even in these days, makes use of men who are 
weak and miserable in their own eyes to further His interests, 
to carry out His will, and to be the instruments of His mercy. 

O! dear brethren, if we are sincerely anxious to do any real work 
for God; if we yearn to cooperate with Him in the divine task of 
saving and of sanctifying souls, there is no more important work be- 
fore us than to grow daily more and more in the spirit of humility and 
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in the honest contempt of self. We need never hope to be selected 
for God’s greatest and noblest purposes; we need never aspire to 
become fit instruments in His hands, until He can find in us a deep 
and thorough distrust of ourselves. “The things that are con- 
temptible hath’God chosen, and the things that are not, that He may 
bring to naught the things that are.” 

A further consideration, dear brethren, to urge us to practise this 
virtue arises from the fact that God has, in His wisdom, decreed that 
the path of humility should ever be the high road, and the royal 
road of true and eternal glory. There is indeed no route that leads 
so directly and so securely to the highest honor and happiness as 
the route of humility. As it is true that “the first shall be last,” 
so, on the other hand, our Lord assures us that “the last shall be 
first” (Matt. xx. 16). “ Humility goeth before glory” (Prov. 
xv. 33), says the Scripture; and again: “He hath put down the 
mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble ” (Luke i. 52). 
“Be you therefore humbled under the mighty hand of God, that 
he may exalt you in the time of visitation” (I. Peter v. 6). It is 
written that on one occasion the disciples, who were as yet not far 
advanced in this virtue, began to contend amongst themselves as 
to who should be most exalted in the kingdom of heaven. The 
matter, apparently, was referred, for solution, to Jesus Christ. His 
answer is deserving of especial attention, and is of a most touching 
kind. “Calling unto him a little child, he set him in the midst of 
them, and said: . . . whosoever shall humble himself as this 
little child, he is the greater in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 
xvill. 2, 4). Thus showing them that a meek, simple, confiding 
and lowly nature has more of heaven in it than any other; and that 
those are often the greatest in reality who are themselves the most 
utterly unconscious of it. 

What was the special virtue beyond all others that won for our 
Blessed Lady the unapproachable dignity and glory of giving birth 
to the Son of God, and of reigning forever as queen of heaven and 
of earth? Surely, it was her unparalleled and most profound 
humility. “He hath regarded,” says the inspired writer, “ the 
humility of his handmaid.” Then comes the consequence. “ Be- 
hold, from henceforth, all generations shall call me blessed.” 
Similarly, the measure of our own advance in the acquisition of this 
virtue will be the measure of the outpouring of God’s grace upon 
us. According to our progress in humility will God accord us a 
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larger and larger share of His favors. For, if it be true that “ Who. 
soever exalteth himself shall be humbled,” so it is equally true that 
“ whosoever humbleth himself shall be exalted ” (Matt. xxiii. 2), 

Very many further advantages are connected with the exercise 
of this beautiful virtue, but as neither time nor space suffice to 
enumerate them all, let us conclude our discourse by directing our 
attention to the influence which humility exercises over our present 
well being and happiness. Its direct fruits, which may be tasted 
and enjoyed even here on earth, are interior calm, peace, content- 
ment and solid happiness. This, in fact, our divine Lord is careful 
to point out in that oft-repeated text: “Learn of me, for I am 
meek and humble of heart, and you shall find rest to your souls.” 
Yes! Humility learnt at the feet of Jesus Christ; learnt with 
His sacred examples before our eyes, means true and solid peace, 
and “ rest to our souls,”’ such as the world knows not of, such as the 
world can not give. 

“Tf,” remarks a great spiritual writer, “ you find a man who is 
always cheerful and content, you may rest assured you have found 
a humble man.” And this is even according to reason, since a 
humble, unambitious heart is so easily satisfied. 

One profoundly sensible of his sinfulness and unworthiness has 
no desire for the admiration and esteem of others. So far from 
feeling wounded and hurt when such sentiments are withheld, he 
rejoices. Even if he be ill-treated by the world, and despised, he 
merely thinks he is getting what is his due, and he thanks God 
for it. So far from being disturbed or dejected by reason of the 
slights and affronts, or even the direct insults of the world, he is 
rather astonished that people treat him with so much consideration, 
and put up with him so readily; in fact, he persuades himself always 
that he receives more kindness than he deserves, and is propor- 
tionally grateful and satisfied. 

If he be neither spoken of nor praised, nor selected for offices of 
trust, nor for posts of honor and responsibility ; yea, though he sees 
others, perhaps younger than he is, advanced, and himself passed 
by and neglected and made nothing of, he still takes no offence, nor 
does he feel in any way aggrieved, since he honestly deems himself 
unworthy and unfit for such positions, and has long since made 
up his mind that no place is half so suitable and so fitted for him 
as the very lowest and least of all. 

Even when God tries him in more direct ways, and tempts him, 
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as He tempted Abraham, Job, Tobias and others, with disease, or 
poverty, or persecution, or all three, he still judges all these things 
as far less than his sins deserve, while his whole heart overflows 
with gratitude to God, whose infinite goodness causes Him to 
chastise His erring child here, rather than in the dread hereafter. 
If the “humble of heart” are ever serene and joyous, the proud, 
on the contrary, are never really in peace. They have their punish- 
ment even on earth: and carry within them the seeds of discontent. 
They may be rich and independent, they may occupy high positions, 
but in spite of all they have always some grievance or some com- 
plaint. Like the stormy, restless sea, played on by every wind of 
heaven, their hearts are ever in a chronic state of strife and con- 
tention ; the least adverse circumstance suffices to trouble and disturb 
them. Seeking honors and distinctions, and setting their hearts 
upon earthly trifles, they are rendered miserable when they fail to 
secure them. If some expected decoration or coveted position is 
refused them, they are filled with bitterness and resentment. Yea, 
even more; even if through pure inadvertence or ignorance their 
social rank or position is not recognized; or if they are omitted 
from the lists of invited to this or that dinner party, conversazione, 
or ball, they are at once mortally offended and seek only how they 
may best wreak their vengeance on the unhappy, though perhaps 
quite unconscious, offender. In fine they are ever in trouble and dis- 
quietude because their pride makes them as sensitive to every 
offense, whether real or imaginary, as the eye is sensitive to every 
particle of floating dust or wandering smut that may chance to 
alight upon it. 

We have an instance of what I mean in the case of Aman, men- 
tioned in Holy Writ. With the exception of the King himself, he 
occupied the highest position in the great Persian Empire, and pos- 
sessed immense wealth and fortune. Yet in spite of these seeming 
advantages, he grew heavy at heart, and utterly dejected because 
a certain Jew did now bow down before him and offer him homage 
as he passed. Though every other Jew was obsequious and rever- 
ential, it mattered not. That this one individual should refuse to 
do him public honor was quite enough to drive all peace out of 
his proud heart, to stir up every evil passion, and to induce him, 
in violation of all justice, to plot against the welfare, not of this one 
Jew in particular, but of the entire Jewish people. The incident is 
too well known to need more than a passing reference here; and I 
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have mentioned it merely to illustrate how a proud, conceited man 
is a source of perpetual trouble and pain to himself. 

How utterly different it is with the humble. Words which 
touch his reputation, or which reflect upon his good name, do not 
affect him. Should he be spoken well of and commended, he has 
a smile of pity for the men who are deceived as to his true character; 
if he is spoken ill of and reproached, he is quite content that others 
should come to form of him an opinion that he has long since formed 
of himself. In fact, there is nothing in the heart of a humble 
soul to interfere with the reign of heavenly peace. Such a one js 
free from the anxieties which human criticisms and _ ill-natured 
judgments cause others to feel, and he goes his way unmoved by the 
slights and animadversions of a censorious world. 

Further; humility attracts countless friends, and wins the hearts 
of all. Who, indeed, can help loving a person who always insists 
upon preferring others to himself; who takes no offense when others 
are honored instead of himself, and who, instead of envying others, 
rather rejoices at their advance, and wishes them yet higher honors, 
and cheerfully resigns to them whatever seems best and most de- 
sirable? 

Thus, even in this present life, God rewards the humble by filling 
their hearts with an interior peace and joy which the world can not 
give nor yet take away. “My peace I give to you, my peace I 
leave to you” (John xiv. 27). Yes; it is in very truth the peace of 
Christ: a peace which endures undisturbed in spite of the storms 
and tempests that rage without, and in spite of the strife and 
enmities and bitterness incidental to our present state. 

Our last thought is, how are we to obtain humility? So great 
a treasure is indeed worthy of a strong and persevering effort. It 
is a pearl of great price, for the sake of which we should be ready 
to sacrifice all we have. 

Now, the first means of securing it is to place before us the 
example of Christ Himself: to contemplate His unapproachable 
meekness and lowliness, and then to form our character, in so far as 
it is possible, according to His. This is His own advice: “Learn of 
me, because I am meek and humble of heart.” 

Secondly, to call frequently to mind, and to get thoroughly per- 
suaded of the fact, that humility is the only proper and suitable 
attitude for a creature; being really nothing more than the practical 
and honest acknowledgment that we are what we are, and that God 
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is what He is. It is the daily and practical application to our ordi- 
nary life of two undeniable and simple facts. Firstly, that God is all 
in all. And secondly, that we, of ourselves, have nothing, can do 
nothing, and are nothing. 

Another aid to humility is the consideration of the innumerable 
advantages that attend it, both in this world and in the next, and the 
marvelous graces and blessings it attracts to itself. 

A fourth means is, of course, to lift up our voices before the 
throne of God day and night and to implore Him “ Who knows the 
clay of which are formed,” to remold our proud hearts, and to 
give us hearts more like to His divine heart. 

But of all means of acquiring humility, the last means, which I 
shall now suggest, appears to me to be the most important and the 
more ready and efficacious, and that is to practice humility. We 
must love—not only humility—but, above all, we must love humilia- 
tions. We must not shrink from the occasions as they arise. We 
must not strive to avoid that which will humble us; that which will 
make us feel our unworthiness; that which will bring home to us 
our shortcomings, our mistakes, our niggardliness, our selfishness, 
and the rest. There is no more direct route to humility than the 
route of daily and cheerfully borne humiliations. 

Love humiliations, seek humiliations, and you will soon be humble. 
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, 


SHORT SERMON. 


INSTRUCTIONS ON CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. 


BY A PRIEST OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS. 
XLVI. ON THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS. 


“T believe in the Communion of Saints.” 


SYNOPSIS.—There is in the Catholic Church a beautiful institution called 
the Communion of Saints. The importance of this is seen from a considera- 
tion of this doctrine and of the benefits coming to the members of the 
Church. 1. This institution is a society in which the good deeds and merits 
of one member may be applied to another. Example of members of our 
material body. This society is composed of Christ as its head: the Blessed 
Virgin, the Angels, the holy ones in heaven, and the members of the 
true Church on earth, whether they are living or dead members. 2. All 
share the treasure which is stored up in this treasury of the Church, 
Though we be poor in merits, or prevented from acquiring them on our 
own part or in sin, yet we can under certain conditions obtain a share in 
the inexhaustible merits of this treasury because of the Communion of 
Saints. The great happiness and consolation of this. 


There exists in the Catholic Church a most beautiful and rich 
institution wherein Christ has accumulated an infinite treasure of 
merits. “ For you are bought with a great price” (I. Cor. vi. 20). 
To this treasure the Blessed Virgin has given a large share. In this 
treasure are found also the merits of all the patriarchs, prophets, 
apostles, martyrs, confessors, and virgins. Christ has told us to 
“lay up our treasures in heaven.” 

When, however, I look upon mankind, I find the poor and needy 
almost countless. For “All have sinned and are wanting in the 
glory of God.” All have become poverty-stricken and must 
strike their breasts begging for pardon. “Forgive us our 
trespasses.” Nevertheless the reckoning will be strict, and the debt 
must be paid “to the last farthing.” Now we Catholics have the 
great consolation that we may draw from the rich treasure of the 
Catholic Church as much as we require, because being in the Catholic 
Church that Catholic treasure is ours also. Each one of us partakes 
in the prayers, good works and the merits of the others. This is 
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expressed in the words: I believe in the communion of saints. Truly 
this is a most consoling doctrine! 

Now I will explain to you briefly : 

1. What the communion of saints is; 

2. What profit each one of us may draw therefrom. 

What is the communion of saints? The communion of saints is a 
holy society of all the faithful by virtue of which the one partakes in 
the spiritual goods and merits of the others, as the members of one 
body. St. Paul very beautifully compares all the faithful to a human 
body. The members of this body are not only those here upon earth, 
but also the Virgin Mother of God, all the saints in heaven, as well 
as the poor souls in purgatory. Christ, however, is the Head of 
this great spiritual body. Now mark well! All the members of the 
human body are through the flesh, sinews and veins united to one 
another for their mutual support. Let us suppose a case. The foot 
is pierced by a thorn, the whole body immediately stoops to its 
assistance ; the eyes look at the wounded part, the mouth asks what 
is the best remedy for the injury, the ears listen attentively, the 
hands soothe the wounded part and bind it up. “If one member 
suffer anything, all the members suffer with it” (I. Cor. xii. 26). 
Now that which happens to the natural body happens also to the 
spiritual body, which is the Church of God, the union of all the 
saints in heaven, upon earth, and in the place of purification, who 
as members of one body are all united; each one strives to help 
the other, every member, therefore, has recourse to the other. Let 
us consider now how many of these members there are and how 
great the multitude of those who support us! For to this communion 
of saints belongs: 

1. Christ, the holiest of all the saints, who is the Head of this 
community, its origin and founder; 2. All the angels and archangels 
as the most noble and excellent members of this spiritual body; 
3. All the saints in heaven, above all Mary, the queen of all saints, 
then all the patriarchs, prophets, apostles, martyrs, confessors, 
widows, virgins, and all the innocent souls who from the beginning 
of the world have served God in the true faith, who walked before 
Him in justice and sanctity, and now enjoy eternal bliss with Him; 
4. All the just, God-fearing people who are now living upon earth. 
5. All those souls who as friends of God departed this life possessed 
of His grace, but on account of some stains are now being cleansed 
in the fire before they can enter into heaven. To this spiritual body 
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belong, although as dead members: 6. all who are leading sinfy| 
vicious lives, yet are still in the Church, profess the same faith “ 
partake of the same sacraments. Although these in themselves are 
not holy, are even indeed enemies of God and deserving of 
damnation as long as they live on in mortal sin, still they belong 
to this holy community and participate in its goods, as long as they 
have not fallen away from the faith or on account of the magnitude 
of their sins have not been excommunicated. These are all united 
in One communion and support one another reciprocally like the 
members of the body. One enriches the other, one helps the other, 
because each partakes of the merits of the others. The proud share 
in the merits of the profound humility of the Mother of God; the 
impatient and dissatisfied share the patience of the martyrs; in the 
chastity of all virgins the profligate and the impure participate; in 
the faith and hope of all confessors the weak in faith and confidence 
partake. 

O what happiness! What consolation for us all that we are in- 
corporated in a community in which we share in all the merits, 
all the good works, all the holy sacraments, all the masses, all the 
indulgences, prayers, fastings, and almsgiving; all the sufferings 
and agony of the Lord and the saints ; the perpetual hymns of praise 
and adoration which the angels in heaven offer to God; the inter- 
cession of all the souls in heaven and all the just upon earth! What 
is the richest treasury of the most powerful monarch of this earth 
compared to that infinite treasure in which the merits of Christ, 
of the Blessed Virgin, of all the angels, saints and millions of just 
souls are accumulated? And you have a share in this entire treasure, 
as poor and as humble as you may be! Even if you were as poor 
and as wretched as Lazarus, yet alike with queens and emperors who 
belong to the Church have you a share in the immense treasury 
of the Church, and you can say with David: “I am a partaker with 
all them that fear thee” (Ps. cxviii. 63). 

II. Hence there arise most consoling truths: 

1. Behold, dear Christian, even had you done nothing of good 
in your whole life, or very little, if you were ever so poor in merits 
and good works, you must nevertheless not despair of your salva- 
tion ; for in the Church you have the boundless treasure of Christ's 
merits and the saints, to assist your poverty if you only desire to 
participate in them. 

2. If you were as poor as that woman in the Temple at Jerusalem, 
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and if your whole fortune only consisted of two farthings that you 
could offer, i. e., if from want of time or opportunity you had not 
accomplished this or that good work, and thus could not increase 
this great treasure, to which all the saints have contributed so 
munificently, still be assured that your farthing, i. e., your little 
good will not be despised but united at once with the great goods 
of the saints, and be as profitable to you as if you had thrown the 
most valuable contribution in the treasury. 

3. If you were prevented by sickness or through unavoidable 
accident from visiting the Church, and could on that account not 
assist at Mass for a length of time, still you are sure through the 
communion of saints that you would participate in all the prayers, 
all the sacrifices and good works of your fellow Christians, if only 
you had the good intention to serve God as well as you possibly 
could. 

4. If on account of the enormity and number of your sins you 
have deserved so severe and long a penance that you would not be 
able to perform it in the short course of your life, and your con- 
fessor nevertheless imposes only a slight one upon you, reflect that 
this is made sufficient because you as a Christian participate through 
the holy Sacrament of Penance in all the merits and penances of the 
saints and other pious Christians who passed their lives in mortifying 
and chastising their bodies, and thus through the merits of others 
the punishment of your sins is remitted. 

5. If you had grown old in sins and vices, and if you could 
count the transgressions that burden your conscience as little as 
you can number the stars in the sky at night, still you should not 
despair of your salvation, because even in the state of mortal sin 
you are still a member of the Church, if though a dead member. As 
a member of the Church you can still be assisted by the pious prayers 
of good Christians, so that finally the grace of God will move you to 
repent your sins, and to lead a new life. Yes; the angels in heaven 
also pray for the conversion of the sinner, and obtain for many the 
grace of a perfect conversion to God, and that they may become great 
saints. Behold what happiness it is to be in the Catholic Church, 
in which we are in communion with all the saints in heaven and upon 
earth, by virtue of which everything good and meritorious 
can avail for each one! How much we ought to pity those 
unfortunate ones who do not belong to the Church! How much 
we should pray for them and try to bring them into the same! How 
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much, too, should we fear sin which can deprive us of this dlessin 
of the communion of saints! Oh strive always to keep yourself jn 
the state of God’s grace! The thought of the communion of saints 
will console you then in life and death. 


ON EVIL SPEAKING. 


BY THE REV. P. A. SHEEHAN, D.D., DONERAILE, IRELAND. 


“ Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” —Matt. xxii. 39. 


SYNOPSIS.—Natural propensity to evil speech.—Slander and detraction 
are worse than deliberate falsehood. Obligation to repair injury done 
by speaking of the faults of others. The most prevalent form of evil 
speech is “uncharitable conversation.” This betrays lack of humility; 
lack of charity, and lack of justice. Avoid sarcasm in conversation, 
Charitable speech wins universal love and respect from our fellow men, 
while without it, it is impossible for us to be true followers and imitators 
of Our Divine Saviour. 


Dear brethren, the Apostle St. James, in a remarkable passage, 
says that the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. “ The tongue is 
placed among our members, which defileth the whole body, and 
inflameth the wheel of our nativity, being set on fire by hell. For 
every nature of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of the rest 
is tamed and hath been tamed by the nature of man. But the 
tongue no man can tame, an unquiet evil, full of deadly poison,” and 
there can be no doubt that could we trace the endless miseries of 
men, the disturbances of society, the dissolution of friendships, the 
contentions, the jealousy, the envies that distract communities, and 
change even the paradise of home life into perpetual misery, we 
should find all these evils originating in malicious or indiscreet 
conversation, and if I were asked which of the two exercises the most 
destructive influence on society, the calumniator or the slanderer, the 
man who out of sheer malice invents gross falsehoods about his 
neighbor’s character or the man who, from vanity, or a petty, 
garrulous spirit, is forever detracting the little faults of acquaint 
ances, I should answer without hesitation that it was the slanderer, 
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because gross calumnies are generally easily detected, but it is 
petty slander that lives and works its poisonous way in the minds 
and hearts of individuals. Slander is that devouring fire which 
constimes whatever it touches, which burns the good grain as well 
as the chaff, which spares nothing, not even the most sacred things, 
which, by a word, changes at once, in our estimation, what was 
most precious into what is most vile, which can not be smothered 
or destroyed, because it generally speaks the truth. It is the bond 
of all evil society, it is the one attraction which binds together in 
a hallow unreal friendship persons of dissimilar characters and dis- 
similar tastes, and it springs a habit of pride which blinds the 
slanderer to his own faults, and makes him keenly observant of the 
faults of others, from a spirit of envy and jealousy, which is hurt 
by the superior excellence of others, and tries to destroy in the eyes 
of men the character which it is unable to imitate, from a disguised 
hatred, which seeks to do all the injury possible within the bounds 
of discretion, or from a spirit of unchristian levity, which setting 
at defiance all the dictates of prudence, speaks of its neighbors with 
an utter disregard of all those principles of charity which Jesus 
preached and practiced, and which were left by Him to His servants 
to be practiced by them as the one and only means of being con- 
formed to His Image and Likeness. And this sin of slander has as 
companions sins, the sin of dishonesty and double-dealing, because 
the slanderer is always a flatterer, and he showers his praises before 
his face upon the man whose faults the moment after he makes a 
subject of ridicule; the sin of scandal because the slanderer exposes 
his own sin of uncharitableness and the hidden sins of his victim, and 
above all the sin of injustice, in revealing that which ought to be 
concealed, and robbing your neighbor of that which must necessarily 
be very dear to him—the estimation of his friends. 

I am not speaking now of the gross sin of calumny. That sin 
requires a depth of malice and an infatuation happily unknown 
amongst Catholics. There is no Catholic who does not know that, 
if by a deliberate falsehood he has destroyed the character of his 
neighbor, he must make full and ample reparation at whatever cost 
and pain to himself before he can receive absolution. Besides, we 
are all so liable to error, that the uncharitable man can find ma- 
terial enough for his animadversions, without having recourse to 
inventions of his imagination. Of the sin of detraction, by which 
I understand, speaking of the notorious sins of others, I have only 
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to remark that it is the falsest of false principles, that because 
your neighbor’s vices are known to many in a community you have 
therefore a right to propagate the scandal by telling them to as 
many as you choose. He may have committed himself, but it js 
to God alone he is responsible. When his crimes come to the knowl. 
edge of others, they are not bound to retain their good opinion 
of him, but you are not justified in bringing them to the knowledge 
of others and thus destroying the esteem in which he was held by 
them. And, therefore, you are bound to repair the evil you have 
done, not only by lessening the scandal you have caused, but also 
by restoring, as much as possible, the reputation which you have 
injured. There is no obligation, as in the case of calumny, to pro- 
claim yourselves guilty of falsehood, for I suppose you have spoken 
the truth, but there is an obligation of repairing the evil you have 
caused by an increase of charity to him whom you have injured, 
by putting a charitable construction on his actions, and by keeping 
before the world his virtues as prominently as you have exhibited 
his defects. 

But the kind of speaking to which I would especially direct 
your attention to-day is that which is included under the general 
term, “ uncharitable conversation.” And I mean to condemn that 
habit which prevails amongst Catholics, who would shudder at 
the thought of committing a mortal sin, of setting themselves 
up as censors of their neighbors, habitually criticizing the faults 
and imperfections of others, attributing unworthy motives even 
to their good actions, sometimes affecting a sublime pity, like the 
Pharisee, for the poverty and weakness of others, and thanking 
God that we are not like them; sometimes praising the virtues of 
others, merely to get an opportunity of showing their imperfections, 
speaking sarcastically of others, and wounding their reputations 
seriously, through levity or vanity, and all-those other sins of the 
tongue, which are so common even amongst well disposed people, 
and, which taken in the aggregate, are very detrimental to our own 
souls, and to the Christian charity which ought to prevail amongst us. 

You know, dear brethren, where this habit exists in a soul, it is evi- 
dent there can be no true humility. For, were we sensible of our own 
faults and imperfections, had we, like the penitent Psalmist, our 
own sins always before our eyes, we should have neither time nor 
inclination to criticize the faults of our neighbors. But we should 
ever be engaged in renewing our sorrow for sins forgiven, in 
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thanking God that He has not only mercifully pardoned us, but 
spared us the shame and humiliation which many of our brethren, 
who perhaps have sinned less than we have, had to endure, that 
He has accepted our secret sorrow instead of demanding public 
reparation before the world, and that He has preserved for us in 
the eyes of men an honor and an innocence which we have often 
forfeited in His sight. Had we this spirit of true humility when 
the faults of our neighbors reach our ears, instead of exulting over 
them in a spirit of pride, we should humble ourselves before God, 
thanking Him that He has preserved us from such sins, or at least 
that He has pardoned them without demanding from us the penance 
of exposure to the world. Remember the words of Jesus, “ He that 
is without sin let him cast the first stone.” In the same way, when 
the faults of your neighbor become such that they can not be con- 
cealed, if you find yourselves without sin and immaculate in the 
sight of heaven, then, if you are so disposed, you may affect as 
much virtuous indignation as you please. But so long as before 
God you are conscious that during life you have been guilty of the 
same or similar faults, I do not know how, with any show of reason, 
you can reprehend the faults of others. You are, or have been, as 
guilty or foolish as he; it is a mere accident that you retain that 
good opinion which he has lost. An accident may reveal your 
infirmities also, and then your shame will be aggravated, for ridicule 
will be added to it. And if all this be true of sin, how much more 
true is it of imperfections, most of which may be regarded as merely 
the necessary adjuncts of a fallen humanity. Compare the least of 
your sins with the greatest imperfection of your neighbors, and 
if you are not altogether blinded by pride, you will find yourself 
suffering severely by the comparison; but perhaps you will 
excuse yourself by the insignificance of the faults you mention. 
You would not, on any account, tarnish his moral reputation, but 
it seems quite a pardonable amusement to dilate upon his little 
imperfections. Yet the very fact that his faults are venial in- 
creases your culpability. If he merits your indulgence, surely it 
is only pure malignity upon your part that searches out in his 
character something to be made a subject of your ridicule, and it 
argues in you a hardness of heart that will excuse nothing. If his 
faults were great, you would cover them with the charity of your 
silence, you would think him well entitled to your indulgence, and 
it is because his faults are trivial you give yourselves the right to 
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censure them. Surely, it is a very hard thing that the very virtues 
of a man, thé sanctity of his life, and the insignificance of his defects 
should be made a pretext for speaking uncharitably of him. Byt 
remember, dear brethren, that this uncharitable conversation about 
trivial faults may often lead to important consequences. It is often 
easier to destroy the esteem in which a man is held by mentioning 
his infirmities than by inventing gross libels upon him. The very 
fact of your showing disrespect toward him is sufficient to destroy 
all respect for him in the minds of others. So long as his imper- 
fections remain unknown, he is presumed to have reached as much 
perfection as is compatible with human infirmities. I know nothing 
of him, and therefore I respect him. Now he has a right to that 
opinion of mine, so long as he does not sacrifice it by any delinquency. 
But if you manifest a different opinion, and show by your words 
or by your manners that you do not deem him at all worthy of 
esteem, I naturally defer to your opinion, and bring him down in my 
mind from the lofty position he occupied there to a level with com- 
mon humanity. Besides, with regard to the insignificance of these 
faults, we must apply the one grand test, ‘“ Would we deem it in- 
significant that the same faults in ourselves should be similarly 
spoken of?” You do not see the wickedness of speaking ill of 
others; you can not understand why he should take grave offense 
at what you spoke of him, because you presume that he must know 
that you spoke with no malice or ill-will. But if by accident, or the 
officiousness of friends, it comes to your knowledge that you have 
been unspoken uncharitably of, that your imperfections have been 
ridiculed, that your failings have been criticized and made the 
subject of derision, how do you bear it? Do you excuse your friend 
on the plea of the insignificance of those faults upon which he 
commented so uncharitably? Or on the grounds that he had no 
evil motives, and merely mentioned your faults through talkativeness 
and levity? Or rather do you not magnify everything; do you not 
make every little circumstance assume a twofold importance ; do you 
not even judge rashly of his motives, and impute intentions to him 
as odious and reprehensible as your mortification suggests? It 
is in vain that you are told that the remarks made concerning you 
were not spoken through malice, that your character has not in any 
way suffered, that you were spoken of in a tone of good-natured 
‘humor, that no one dreams that the opinions of your friends have 
undergone any change, you will persist in believing that your 
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reputation is tarnished, that you have lost the respect and love of 
vour friends, and you will even bring yourselves to believe that a 
certain resentment against him who has injured you must be re- 
tained and encouraged; in fact you have been very much injured, 
and therefore it is a duty to feel offended. 

Dear brethren, there is a vast deal of theoretical humility amongst 
Catholics, but very little practical humility. Instead of practising 
the lessons that were left us by the man of sorrows, who “ When he 
was reviled, did not revile,” our Gospel is “ An eye for an eye, a 
tooth for a tooth, insult for insult, injury for injury,” or if we are 
very good we only ask an apology for an insult, and only the fullest 
reparation for even imaginary injuries. This shows at least, dear 
brethren, how irrational is the excuse of the uncharitable, that the 
faults they speak of are trivial, and their motives are harmless. If 
you will not accept that excuse, when others speak uncharitably of 
you, you ought not to prefer that excuse for your uncharitable 
remarks about others. 

With regard to sarcasm in conversation, and that contemptuous 
way which some people have of speaking about others, I do not 
know anything which can be taken as a surer indication that it is 
not the spirit of God that inhabits the soul of him that uses it, and I 
find, whereas the saints of God, especially the fathers of the Church, 
have again and again spoken with anger and indignation against cer- 
tain abuses that came under their notice, although again and again 
they have uttered fierce invectives against those who were depriving 
God of glory and men of grace, they have never employed the 
language of sarcasm to extirpate an abuse, or to crush an adversary. 
They knew well that there is a holy indignation that excludes sin, 
because anger may proceed from a holy zeal for God’s honor, but 
contempt, disdain, and sarcasm, which is their exponent, can never 
proceed but from a proud and corrupt heart. And whatever semblance 
of piety a man may wear, if only once he betrays himself by affecting 
to despise the meanest or sinfullest thing upon earth, you may 
conclude, with unerring certainty, that he is very far, indeed, re- 
moved from perfection. 

Let me exhort you, therefore, dear brethren, to avoid once and for 
all the habit of evil-speaking, and to cultivate the virtue of speaking 
charitably of others. Even as a mere social virtue, it is prized, 
though little practiced by the world. I do not know a higher 
eulogium can be passed upon a man than this, “ He has never been 
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known to utter an uncharitable word.” Such a man is loved and 
respected universally; you have nothing to fear from him. If he 
ever speaks of you to others, it will be to praise you or to excuse you, 
As a supernatural virtue, it can only be acquired by constant prayer, 
and an increased watchfulness over ourselves. For some it will 
be very difficult, for others it will be comparatively easy. But in 
all it must be taken as the only criterion that we are sincerely dis- 
posed to imitate the example of Jesus Christ, and to follow that 
divine morality which he inculcated. A corrupted heart feels no 
delight but in what recalls to it the image of its vices; innocent 
delights are only suitable to virtue. It is only, therefore, in charit- 
able and edifying conversation that a Christian can take delight. As 
one of the fathers of the Church has written: “ A tongue which has 
confessed Jesus Christ, which has renounced the errors and splendors 
of the world, which every day blesses the God of Peace at the foot 
of the altar, and is often consecrated by participation of the Holy 
Mysteries should be no longer intolerant, dangerous, and full of 
bitterness against its brethren. It is disgracing religion, after having 
offered up pure prayers and thanksgivings to the Lord in the 
assembly of believers to go and cast out venomous traits of the 
serpent against those whom the unity of faith, the Holy Sacrament, 
and even their very errors, should render more endeared and more 
respectable to you.” 
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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT SERMON. 


INSTRUCTIONS ON CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. 


BY A PRIEST OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS. 
XLVII. Tue TENTH ARTICLE OF THE CREED. 


“TI believe in the forgiveness of sins.” 


SYNOPSIS.—The forgiveness of sins. In the Old Law rigorous justice held 
sway, in the New Law mercy tempers justice. Christ was merciful and 
forgave sinners. Example the woman taken in sin, the cure of the para- 
lytic. This power of forgiving sin He gave to His apostles and their suc- 
cessors. This power extends to all sin, mortal and venial; it likewise 
extends to sin irrespective of number. Mortal sin forgiven by the Sacra- 
ment of Penance or by perfect contrition with the desire of confession. 
Venial sin forgiven by Sacraments: by sacramentals, by good works. Cer- 
tain conditions required on the part of the sinner, viz., confession and 
contrition. God always awaits the return of the sinner with joy. No 
one need despair. Example of Mary Magdalene. Seek God in sorrow 
and humility. 


I will explain to you to-day what we have to believe according 
to these words. 

“T believe in the forgiveness of sins.” We hereby declare that 
we can obtain from God forgiveness of sins, that this forgiveness, 
this remission of sins is found in the Church, and this in virtue of 
the authority which our Redeemer granted to His Church. 

1. The entire Scriptures teach us that the Lord God is just and 
merciful; just toward the hardened sinner, merciful to repentant 
mankind. It was justice that predominated in the Old Law; in the 
New Law, however, a saving mercy governs. For after God became 
man the justice and mercy of God were united for our welfare. 
“Mercy and truth,” says David, “ have met each other; justice and 
peace have kissed” (Ps. Ixxxiv. 11). Christ, in whom justice and 
mercy appeared in a fervent bond of charity, frequently forgave 
sins, and through the healing of a paralytic, which a man could not 
do of his natural powers, proved that He had the power from His 
Father to forgive sins. Now this power He gave to His Church 
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in the persons of His apostles and their successors with the words: 
“Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whose sins you shall forgive they are 
forgiven them.” To the prince of the apostles, St. Peter, He gave 
the power of the keys and said: ‘“ Whatsoever thou shalt loose 
upon earth, shall be loosed also in heaven.” And in order that St. 
Peter might not hesitate to grant forgiveness to relapsing sinners, 
He commanded him not only to forgive his neighbor seven times, 
but seventy times seven. To this end Christ suffered and He com- 
missioned all the apostles: “ That penance and remission of sins 
should be preached in his name among all nations ” (Luke xxiv. 47), 

2. This benefit of the forgiveness of sins is ours by right of the 
community which we call the communion of saints. For in virtue 
of it we partake in all the merits of Christ, in His Passion, His blood, 
His death, all His works that He performed during His whole life 
for the sins of the entire world. Through these merits, whose value 
is infinite, Christ has merited for us forgiveness by God, and we 
obtain the pardon of our sins. 

Still it is well to observe that the merits of Christ in and for them- 
selves do not efface our sins, and that for the obtaining the for- 
giveness of sins it is by no means sufficient only to hope in the merits 
of Christ. No; these merits do not help us if we do not make 
ourselves partakers of them through the use of those means which 
God has ordained for the forgiveness of sins. These means are: 
Baptism and penance. Baptism effaces above all original sin; pen- 
ance all actual grievous, or venial sins. We can obtain pardon of 
venial sin in three different ways: through the sacraments, par- 
ticularly the Holy Eucharist, Confirmation, and Extreme Unction; 
by the sacramentals as the sprinkling of holy water, assisting at 
Mass, the Angelus, Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament; 
finally also by the ordinary good works, as for instance the acts of 
contrition, faith, hope, and charity. 

But particularly and above all the Sacrament of Penance has been 
prescribed for the forgiveness of sins of all those Christians who 
after baptism have sinned grievously. 

No sinner, whatever his position, his age, his circumstances, can 
obtain even the forgiveness of a single mortal sin if he does not 
submit himself to the priest’s authority in actual confession, or at 
least to the desire so do to, in case confession be not possible. 
Through the sacramental absolution, however, all sins without ex- 
ception can be forgiven. There is none that could not find for- 
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giveness, how great soever it might be, even the sin against the 
Holy Ghost, which is the greatest of all. For without restriction 
the Redeemer said: “ Whatsoever you shall loose upon earth, shall 
be loosed also in heaven.” 

3. These sins, then, are so entirely obliterated in the Sacrament of 
Penance that they are no longer visible to God’s sight in the souls 
of men. Therefore the Lord says: “If your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be made as white as snow” (Isa. i. 18). Countless sinners 
have already experienced this. After they were converted to God, 
thev found not only forgiveness of their sins, but very often a favor 
and grace which made them appear to us as special favorites of 
God. Thus as we know from the Gospel the Lord bestowéd such 
marks of favor upon the fallen Magdalen, that it seemed as if He 
loved her more after she arose contrite from her fall than others 
who had never fallen. ‘ Where sin abounded, grace hath abounded 
more” (Rom. v. 20). This great superabundant mercy of God 
toward the converted sinner Holy Scripture can not sufficiently 
extol. ‘The Lord is compassionate and merciful; long suffering 
and plenteous in mercy. . . . He hath not dealt with us accord- 
ing to our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. For 
according to the height of the heaven above the earth, he hath 
strengthened his mercy toward them that fear him. . . . Asa 
father hath compassion on his children, so hath the Lord com- 
passion on them that fear him, for he knoweth our frame; he re- 
membereth that we are dust” (Ps. cii. 8-14). For this reason He 
does not deal with us according to the severity of His justice, but 
according to the clemency of His compassion for us. This we be- 
lieve, this we hope as often as we say: “I believe in a forgiveness 
of sins.”’ 

Let none, therefore, despair even if the greatest sins burden their 
conscience. Behold O sinner! the gentlest of Fathers awaits thy 
return. The fine raiment, the golden ring of reconciliation, the 
heavenly banquet await thee if only in thy great danger thou wilt 
enter into thyself and confess to thy Father: “ Father, I have sinned 
before heaven and before thee; I am no longer worthy to be called 
thy child. Treat me as one of thy hired servants.” You will no 
sooner repent of your sins than He will hasten to meet you, and 
imprint upon your forehead the paternal kiss as a token that He 
has forgiven you your sins. For He is indeed “ a Father of mercies ” 
(II. Cor. i. 3). What can be sweeter? And “the God of all con- 
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solation.’”’ What more consoling? A God whose attribute it is at aij 
times to be “ merciful, and to spare.” 

Grievously does the sinner offend the Lord God by every morta] 
sin; but he gives a still greater offence to God when he mistrysts 
His goodness and mercy, or despairs of it altogether. Hence, 0 
sinner, believe in a forgiveness of sins; but not only believe in it, 
hope in it also; not only hope in it, but seek also through repentance 
the favor and grace of your heavenly Father who is ready to forgive 
you, to admit you to His favor, and to number you among His 
children in everlasting glory. 





ON THE DOLOURS OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN. 


BY THE REV. ARTHUR DEVINE, PASSIONIST, LONDON, ENGLAND, 


“O all ye that pass by the way, attend, and see if there be any sorrow like 
to my sorrow.”—Lament. i. 12. 


SYNOPSIS.—The sorrow of a mother in the presence of a dying son illus- 
trated by the example of Agar and Ismael. The application to Mary at 
the foot of the Cross. Points of consideration or meditation on "he 
Dolours of Mary. 1. The meaning and division of the Dolours and the 
various devotions in their honor. 2. The spirit and advantages of de- 
votion to the Seven Dolours. 3. The greatness of Mary’s sufferings in 
her Dolours, and especially as she stood at the foot of the cross; at the 
taking down from the cross, and at the burial of her Divine Son. May 
these considerations renew in our souls devotion to Jesus suffering and 
to Mary suffering with Him, and thus increase in our hearts divine charity. 


We may indeed apply these words of the Prophet Jeremias to 
the Blessed Virgin in her sorrows over the sufferings and trials of 
her Divine Son, especially during the time of His Passion and at 
the time of His death. As Jesus was truly the man of sorrows, so 
Mary His mother was the woman whose life was of all others the 
most sorrowful. You would deem the mother of Ismael worthy of 
your compassion on that morning when she and her son were cast 
out by Abraham. She was the bondwoman of Abraham, and that 
her son might not come into the inheritance of Isaac, the son of the 
free woman, at the urgent entreaty of Sarah, she and her son were 
banished from their home. The scene is described in Holy Writ: 
“So Abraham rose up in the morning, and taking bread and a bottle 
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of water, put it upon her shoulder, and delivered the boy and sent 
her away. And she departed, and wandered in the wilderness of 
Bersabee. And when the water in the bottle was spent, she cast the 
boy under one of the trees that were there. And she went her way 
and sat over against him a great way off as far as a bow can carry; 
for she said: I will not see the boy die; and sitting over against him 

she lifted her voice and wept” (Gen. xxi. 14-16). Ismael, 
her son, did not die, but was then saved by the voice of an angel, and 
afterward lived to be the father of a great nation, according to the 
promise made by God to Abraham. This example brings before our 
minds the grief of a mother at the sight of a son dying in her presence 
and before her eyes, and she being unable to help or comfort him. 
Mary’s Son, who is also God, died amidst the most cruel torments om 
the cross in her presence and before her eyes. She, His Blessed 
Mother, did not shrink from that sight, but remained steadfast, faith- 
ful, and sorrowful amidst all the horrors of Calvary, and saw her som 
die the ignominious death of the cross. What Mary there endured 
ought to be often thought of by us her children, because they are the 
sorrows of our most merciful mother endured for us and for Christ’s 
sake. 

Let us, therefore, on this Sunday which the Church has dedicated 
to the Dolours of the Blessed Virgin meditate upon these same 
Dolours or sorrows that thus our devotion to her may be renewed 
and increased, and let us arrange our meditation as follows: 


1. The meaning and division of the Dolours of Mary and the 
various devotions in their honor. 

2. The spirit and advantages of devotion to the Seven Dolours. 

3. The greatness of Mary’s sufferings in her Dolours, and espec- 
ially as she stood by the Cross of Jesus. 


I. The meaning and division of the dolours and the various de- 
votions in their honor.—Mary’s life was a life of suffering. She was 
the most perfect imitator of her Divine Son, and every one who 
wishes to imitate or copy the example of Christ must take up his 
cross and follow Him. Amongst her life-long sufferings a few 
stages or events were marked out by some special signs of sorrow 
and grief. These particular events have been chosen by the Church 
for particular remembrance and devotions, and they are known by 
the name of Mary’s Dolours. By the Dolours of Mary we therefore 
mean the sorrows of the Blessed Virgin endured at certain times 
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of her sorrowful life—at those times when her Divine Son had to 
undergo some new or particular kind of suffering, or when some 
new and particular misfortune came upon the Holy Family. These 
particular events or times of special grief are seven in number. The 
first is when at the presentation of the child Jesus in the temple Mary 
heard these words of the aged Simeon: “Thy own soul a sword 
shall pierce.” The second is the Flight into Egypt. The third, when 
she lost her Divine Son and sought Him sorrowing for three days, 
The fourth, when she met Jesus carrying His cross. The fifth, the 
Crucifixion. The sixth, the taking down from the cross, and the 
seventh is the Burial of Jesus. 

That pious and devout client of Mary, Father Faber, treating of 
the Dolours of Mary, reminds us, that according to this arrangement 
we can see that three of the Dolours were during our Lord’s 
(suffering) infancy, and four during the time of His Passion. Or 
again, one covers His whole life, two His infancy, and four His 
Passion. Or again, one puts before us the three and thirty years, 
two the child Jesus, two Jesus suffering, and two Jesus dead. The 
sword of sorrow spoken of by holy Simeon penetrated her very soul 
more or less during her whole life at the thought before the death 
of Jesus of all He must suffer, and after His death, of all that 
He had suffered. The Flight into Egypt and the Loss of the Child 
Jesus bring before us the sorrows endured by Mary during Christ’s 
childhood. The carrying of the cross and the crucifixion represent 
her sorrows in regard to Jesus suffering; the taking down from 
the cross and the burial represent Mary’s Dolours in beholding her 
dead son. 

For these seven Dolours there are various practices of devotion 
approved by the Church, and to which many indulgences have been 
attached. There is the Mass in honor of the Dolours which is 
offered on our altars to-day. Then there is Office of the Dolours 
which priests have to recite on this Feast; and, you must under- 
stand, that it is almost the greatest approbation given to any de- 
votion to have a Feast, and a Mass and Office instituted in its honor. 
Beside the Mass and Office which belong to priests and religious, 
there are many other devotions which can be practiced by all of 
whatever state or condition in life, in honor of Mary’s’ Dolours. 
1. There is the Rosary of the Seven Dolours. 2. The hymn Stabat 
Mater, so often sung in our churches and generally recited or sung 
during the exercises of the Stations or Way of the Cross. 3. An 
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hour spent at any time meditating on the Dolours. 4. An exercise 
in honor of the sorrowing heart of Mary. 5. Seven Aves with 
the Sancta Mater istud agas. 6. An hour or half an hour of prayer 
on Good Friday and other Fridays in honor of the Dolours. All 
these and some others have received the Church’s sanction, and are 
blessed by her indulgences, so that in practicing any of them we 
not only do a work most pleasing to God, but in more senses than 
one most profitable to ourselves, as well as to the suffering souls in 
purgatory, according as we apply the indulgences for their relief. 
II. The spirit of this devotion and its advantages.—We are told 
that every particular and special devotion has its own special and 
particular spirit. The spirit of a devotion may be learned from its 
object and from the fruit derived from it. Let us, therefore, con- 
sider what the object of this devotion is and what is its particular 
fruit so that we may be imbued with its spirit. It is one of those 
devotions that has Mary, the Mother of God, for its object, and this 
in itself is enough to endear it to every Catholic; but something 
more may be said about it the better to specify it. There are many, 
and I might say innumerable, devotions which have Mary for their 
object. Some have Mary’s joys, some her glories, some her per- 
fections, such as her maternity and her immaculate purity, but this 
one has for its object Mary’s sorrows. Because it has Mary’s 
sorrows for its object its spirit is sorrowful like the spirit of the 
devotion to the Passion of our Saviour. In truth the spirit of these 
two devotions to Jesus suffering and to Mary suffering with Him 
may be said to be identical, inasmuch as their sufferings are so 
closely united and go hand in hand together so as to form but one 
object of devotion. If you think of the pains and sufferings of the 
Son you must, at the same time, think of the Mother’s sorrow and 
grief; and if you think of the Mother’s sufferings you must of 
necessity remember those of the Son which caused them, and for 
whose sake she endured them. It would seem, therefore, that in 
order to be devout to our Lord’s Sacred Passion it is necessary to 
be devout at the same time to Mary’s Dolours, just as it may be 
said that we can not be devout to Jesus without being also devout 
to His Mother; and from this consideration we may learn the real 
spirit of the devotion to the Dolours. It is the same as the spirit 
of the devotion to the Passion, and those who have acquired the 
true spirit of devotion to Jesus crucified can easily understand the 
true spirit of the devotion to Mary’s Dolours. It is a spirit of 
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tender compassion toward Mary because of her sorrows borne with 
so much love for the sake of her crucified Son. It is a spirit of 
heartfelt gratitude for those same sorrows which she united with 
the sufferings of Christ and offered up for the love of us. It is q 
spirit of love and tender charity toward the Mother who in the midst 
of her most bitter sufferings received us as her children, and has 
ever since treated us as such and watched over us with a mother’s 
love. 

The fruits or advantages of this devotion—With regard to the 
advantages of this devotion and the fruits to be derived from it, I 
may mention that, besides the general advantages that we derive 
from the faithful exercise of any devotion, namely, an increase of 
the love of God and hatred of everything opposed to that love, there 
are special advantages and effects to be expected from the devotion 
to the Seven Dolours. 

The special advantages I speak of are known by a tradition 
founded on private revelation, that is a revelation not directed to 
the entire Church nor forming a part of the deposit of faith left to 
the Church’s care; but simply a revelation made to a particular in- 
dividual having for others only as much weight as human authority 
can carry with it. The revelation, then, of which I speak, is said to 
have been made to St. John, the Evangelist, and as narrated by 
Father Faber in his work entitled “ The Foot of the Cross,” the 
incident happened in the following manner: St. John once heard 
the Blessed Virgin ask our Divine Saviour to grant some special 
favor to those who should keep her Dolours in remembrance. Our 
Lord replied that He would grant four particular graces to all 
those who should practice this devotion. These are the four graces 
He is said to have promised: 1. Perfect contrition for all their sins 
some time before their death. 2. A special protection at the hour 
of death, at that hour when souls are most in need of help. 3. That 
He would imprint deeply on their hearts the mysteries of His 
Sacred Passion. 4. A particular power of impetration granted to 
Mary’s prayers on their behalf. 

It would take too long, dear brethren, to develop each of these 
special graces. Though the revelation on which they are founded 
is not a matter of faith, yet if we think of them seriously we shall 
see how well it fits in with the sense and spirit of the devotion to 
have these special graces connected with it, and how they as it were 
naturally flow from it. I'need not now delay to show how this is, 
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but I can say with full conviction, that all of those who begin and 
continue to practice the devotion of remembering and praying in 
honor of Mary’s Dolours will soon feel in their souls true sorrow 
and perfect contrition for the sins by which they have caused the 
death of the Son of God; that they will honor the remembrance of 
our Saviour’s sufferings deeply impressed upon their hearts, and 
that in the interior of their souls as well as in their lives and actions 
they will experience the good effects of Mary’s intercession. 
Furthermore, I can assert with confidence that if even on this day 
you begin the devotion I speak of and continue to practice it faithfully 
in some one of the ways already explained, that priest who attends 
you in your last sickness will have the happiness of finding your 
souls well disposed for receiving the last Sacraments. He will find 
you humble and contrite and your hearts filled with loving and 
tender charity toward God, through the prayers and intercession 
of the Mother of God. 

III. The greatness of Mary’s sorrows and sufferings.—But, dear 
brethren, why need I propose the advantages and the fruits of this 
devotion to loving, generous and grateful souls? To those who 
remember a kindness received all the days of their lives—to those 
who never forget a suffering endured on their account by one of 
their fellow creatures? Why need I ask children of the best of 
fathers and the most loving and kindest of mothers to remember the 
words spoken, the tears shed, and the sufferings which were once 
endured by Jesus their Father and Saviour and by Mary His 
Mother on the Mount of Calvary? Few forget a death-bed scene; 
fewer still forget the last scene of the death of parents—that dark 
night or that unhappy day when they felt alone in this world. Why 
then need it be necessary to remind you often of that unhappy (or 
for us in a certain sense happy) day and hour when Jesus our Divine 
Lord suffered and died for us and when Mary suffered with Him, 
and all for love of us? And why should it be necessary to assign 
reasons to induce you to remember their sufferings—sufferings 
which are of such a nature that when once heard ought never to be 
forgotten ? 

To say that Mary, His Mother, stood by the cross of Jesus is to 
make known all at once the greatness of her sorrows and sufferings. 
But we should know and bear in mind that she had been a witness 
of all our Saviour’s sufferings ; that she met Him carrying His cross 
to Calvary and was prevented from speaking to Him one word of 
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consolation ; that she followed with the crowd to Calvary, and there 
witnessed the stripping, the dragging, the insulting, and the nailing 
to the cross. She then stood at the foot of the cross during the 
three hours’ agony, modest, calm, full of tears, immersed in 
sorrow and in perfect conformity with the Divine Will. She was 
united with Jesus in her soul as she kept her eyes fixed on His 
bleeding, crucified body, and she continued to offer up fervent 
prayers to the heavenly Father, whilst others around that cross 
outraged His name, violated His laws, and wagged their heads in 
derision and mocked with blasphemous words His only begotten 
Son, the Second Person of the Adorable Trinity. 

St. Bernard speaking of Mary at the moment of the last word 
spoken by Jesus from the cross and at the instant of His death, says: 
“Oh in what a sad and sorrowful state may we well suppose was 
the tender heart of the Blessed Virgin when she beheld Him 
languishing in so painful a manner, crying out and dying in her pres- 
ence! We may easily believe that her spirit failed her, and that she 
was ready to give up the Ghost with Him, much more now than when 
she met him carrying the cross.” 

St. Bonaventure in his life of Christ gives minute particulars as 
to subsequent events. He tells us that Mary remained with St. 
John, St. Mary Magdalen, and her sister Mary of Salome at the 
cross after the crowd had dispersed and Jesus had died; neither 
the thunder, nor the darkness, nor the earthquake frightened her 
away from the Son whom she loved above all others. After some 
time she saw some soldiers advancing toward them from the town, 
some of that band who had perpetrated the cruel deed of crucifixion. 
She with the others rose at their approach, and Mary placed 
herself before the cross and besought those hardened and cruel 
soldiers not to maltreat the dead body of her Son, but to leave it 
whole and uninjured ; and it was this very moment that one of those 
brutal soldiers advanced toward the crucified, and finding Him dead, 
plunged his spear into His side and pierced His heart through, from 
which there came forth blood and water. Mary beheld this, and felt 
the wound of the Sacred Side, as if the spear had pierced her own 
heart, and herein we find literally verified the prophecy of Simeon: 
“Thy own soul a sword shall pierce.” Jesus was afterward taken 
down from the cross by Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, and at 
the taking down from the cross St. Bonaventure represents Mary as 
taking the hand of her Divine Son after the nail had been extracted, 
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and as it hung down by His side pressing it reverently and tenderly to 
her face and lips, kissing it and devoutly bathing it with her tears. 
She received the thorn-crowned head of Jesus on her knees whilst 
she wept over His body dead on the ground at her feet. Behold 
her in thought as she thus grieves over and nurses the dead Christ, 
who is our Lord Himself and the Redeemer of the world. Think of 
her as she follows Him to the grave, and listen to her farewell 
words as she is obliged to leave the tomb in which He is enclosed: 
“ Farewell, my dearest, best loved Son. Since I may not, must not 
stay any longer near Thee, I commend Thee to Thy Eternal Father’s 
all wise and almighty care.” Watch her as she returns by the cross 
on her way home. See her kneel and adore; hear her say: “ Here 
died my dear, my precious Son; here He poured out the generous sea 
of His blood for man’s redemption.” See her at last arise and walk 
toward the lonely dwelling, thinking of all that had passed that day 
and then understand how truly the words of the prophet may be 
attributed to her: “O all ye that pass by the way, attend and see if 
there be any sorrow like to my sorrow.” 
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| NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 
SHORT SERMON. 
INSTRUCTIONS ON CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. 
BY A PRIEST OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS. 
XLVIII. THe ELeventH ARTICLE OF THE CREED. 


“T believe in the resurrection of the body.” 


SYNOPSIS.—The Resurrection—Nature springing from the death of winter 
to the new life of spring teaches us the doctrine contained in this article 
of the creed. Our belief based on 1. The Resurrection of Christ. 2. The 
words of St. Paul. 3. Reason. 4. Natural and civil law. 5. The words 
of Christ—Consequences. We should conquer our evil inclinations—fee 
from all sin; be consoled and reconciled if poor and needy; fear God and 
not man, who can kill the body but can not harm the soul. Examples of 
St. James and St. Agapitus. 


What do we see in winter time? The trees stand as if dead. 
For where are the leaves of the tree, the grapes of the vine? All these 
things, which seem to be dead in winter, grow green again in the 
spring, and resurrected from death, the power of life is given them 
again. Thus saith St. Cyril in his explanation of the eleventh 
article of the creed. 

My dear people, will there not come for us too a day when, like 
the leaves from the tree, there will be taken away from us the 
greatest ornament of our body, life? O yes, it will surely come, this 
winter. For, “ It is appointed unto man once to die.”’ But there will 
also come the spring, with its vivifying warmth, to bring new life 
into all dead bodies and let us rejuvenated arise from our graves. 

St. Paul the apostle says: “‘ For this corruptible must put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal must put on immortality” (I. Cor. 
KV. 53). 

I believe in the resurrection of the body. 

1. In accordance with these words we consider it an absolute truth 
that all who have died, or still live and will die, will rise again from 
death and walk again in the same body, in the same flesh and bones 
in which we now live. For the resurrection of the body is nothing 
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but the return to the condition in which we have lived. We believe 
this as confidently, as firmly and as unchangeably as we believe 
that God has breathed an immortal soul into our body, that Christ 
became man, died and was buried, that He rose again on the third 
day and ascended into heaven. 

In this belief we differ from the pagans and infidels, who had of 
the immortality of the soul vague ideas, but knew absolutely nothing 
of the resurrection of the flesh. They imagined that with death 
the life of man was at an end, and they tried consequently to make 
this life as agreeable as possible to themselves. They ate and drank 
and enjoyed all earthly pleasures. But when death came they did 
not cease to exist. They still live, and will live forever. They will 
rise again with the same body which they fed in such an animal way, 
and which they made their idol. 

2. We have the most valid reasons to believe that we shall rise 
again in our body. The first and foremost of which is the fact 
that Christ Himself rose again from the dead. His resurrection is 
a symbol of our own future resurrection. From this resurrection 
St. Paul proves to us in many ways that we also shall rise, and says: 
As Christ is risen, so shall we rise also. For Christ had blood and 
flesh like us. As the body of Christ rose from the dead, so will God 
in His power resurrect our body. St. Paul considered this truth as 
so indisputable and incontestable that he did not hesitate to say 
that he who denies the resurrection of the body is bound to deny all 
the other articles of the creed. “If there be no resurrection of the 
dead, then Christ is not risen again. And if Christ be not risen 
again, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain” 
(I. Cor. xv. 13, 14). Our whole faith rests upon the belief that 
“Christ ” suffered and “ died for our sins,” that he was buried and 
‘ “rose again the third day ” (I. Cor. xv. 3, 4). 

The apostle gives a second reason why our bodies will rise 
again in the words: “ That every one may receive with the body, 
according as he hath done, whether it be good or evil” (II. Cor. 
_ v.10). The good must be rewarded and the bad must be punished. 
Our own reason tells us that as well as ecclesiastical and civil law, 
the natural as well as the written, all authorities are established by 
God and are in duty bound to punish the bad. But they are also in 
duty bound to reward the good and protect the innocent and the 
devout. 

The apostle says: “ Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? 
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Do that which is good and thou shalt have praise from the same” 
(Rom. xiii. 3). But as in this life the good are not always rewarded 
nor the bad punished, as on the contrary the wicked often lead a life 
of ease and comfort, while the good lead a life of want and penury, 
justice demands that there should be another, a just judge to dis. 
tribute reward and punishment to all according to their deeds, in 
accordance with the way they have in their body done good or evil, 
To this end it is necessary that all should receive back their body 
in which they have done good or evil. There are no further proofs 
necessary. If we believe in Jesus Christ, we must believe in His 
words, for they are eternal truth. And He says clearly and dis- 
tinctly: ‘‘ Amen, amen, I say unto you that the hour cometh, and 
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; 
and they that hear shall live ” (John v. 25). 

II. 1. If we then believe that some day we shall receive back the 
body which was ours during life, should we not be eager to perform 
good works? Should we not suppress passion and flee sin, when we 
think of the ugliness in which each body which in life was a vessel 
of shame and a tool of sin, will appear on the Resurrection day? 

2. If you are poor in this world, ill and deserted by everybody, take 
consolation in the words of Job: “I shall be clothed again in my 
skin, in my own flesh I shall see my God again.” 

3. Fear not those who can only hurt the body, but can do no 
harm to the soul; fear God alone, who can punish body and soul 
and destroy them for all eternity. When to the many other tortures 
which St. Agapitus had to suffer they added the one of heaping 
burning coal upon his head, he exclaimed: “It is a small matter 
if this head, which will be adorned in heaven with the crown of 
eternal glory, has to suffer on this earth by fire.” In like manner, O 
Christian, it does not matter much whether a member or part of 
your body, a tooth, a hand or a foot suffer pain, for these members 
will at some future time shine in heaven full of splendor like the 
stars. Be not therefore too careful of your body, be not too tender 
to your flesh, but remember that it is meet to suffer sometimes for 
the sake of heaven where some day, surrounded by the luster of 
heavenly brightness, it will glisten for all eternity. If sickness 
torture you, if you see limb by limb die away, do as St. James the 
mutilated did. A Persian King had him executed under the 
most cruel tortures, by having his men tear his body limb by 
limb, so that his terrible agony lasted fully nine hours. In this un- 
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speakable agony the steadfast sufferer and martyr for Jesus Christ 
exclaimed: “Away my hand, away my foot, away my eye, etc. 
On the day of judgment, at the resurrection of the dead, my Creator 
will know how to find you again and reunite you to form a glorious 
whole!” 

In all tribulations, sicknesses, in poverty, persecution, in cross and 
suffering, the thought of resurrection should therefore be ever 
your staff, your support and your consolation. “ For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them who have slept through 
Jesus will God bring with him ” (I. Thess. iv. 13) and receive them 


into eternal life. 





THE LOVE OF JESUS IN THE HOLY EUCHARIST. 


BY THE REV. F. X. MCGOWAN, 0O.S.A, 


“Come ye to the marriage.”—Matt. xxii. 4. 


SYNOPSIS.—The Marriage-Feast a Type of the Eucharistic Banquet. I. 
The Saviour’s Love in instituting the Holy Eucharist. r. Shown in His 
adorable Gift. The nature of true Love. The Saviour’s Love. Strong 
in life, stronger in death. The Last Supper. Love of Jonathan for David. 
Jesus’ Love for us greater. 2. Shown in the circumstances attending the 
bestowal of the Gift. The sorrows of Jesus. Eve of the Passion. Geth- 
semani and Calvary. Only thought, man. 3. Shown in Christ’s intention. 
He must ascend to Heaven by the Father’s command. He desires to be 
with men. The Holy Eucharist permits the fulfilment of desire and duty 
of obedience. II. The Saviour’s Love in perpetuating the Holy Eucharist. 
I. He confides Himself to His priests, who are but men. He gives them 
power to call His presence to our altars. The priest’s unworthiness no 
hindrance to the perpetuation of the Sacrament. Good and bad priests in 
the Church. 2. Jesus lives in our tabernacles. Receives man’s homage. 
Is brought to sick and dying. Conclusion. 


The marriage feast of to-day’s Gospel has been generally inter- 
preted to signify the Eucharistic Banquet. The King, who is so 
liberal in providing good things for the feast and so generous in 
inviting persons of different states of life, is a type of our Blessed 
Saviour, who calls all, rich and poor, high and low, to partake of 
the banquet of His love. Let us consider: 


I. The Love of Christ in instituting the Holy Eucharist. 
II. The Love of Christ in perpetuating the Holy Eucharist. 
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I. The proofs of the Saviour’s love for us in the institution of 
the Holy Eucharist are manifest 1. In the gift which He has be. 
stowed on us; 2. In the circumstances attending His action; and 
3. In the intention which He had in view. All the events and 
deeds of our Saviour’s life were fraught with whole-souled love 
for men. Great as was His love during life, far greater was it at 
the end of His earthly career. It shone at that important hour, even 
as shines the sun setting in a blaze of glory of a calm summer’s 
evening. When the active duties of Christ's missionary life were 
well nigh done and He waited patiently for the moment in which 
all would be consummated, He passed the interval in enriching ys 
with His unspeakable gift. He accomplished this amidst such 
fateful circumstances and with such unbounded love and sacrifice 
that had He done naught else for us but this, and were we to forget 
all else, yet we could never efface from memory the recollection of 
the Last Supper. 

1. It is the nature of true love to impart, like a ray of light, a 
portion of its heavenly flame to the object of its desire. It is bound 
to betray itself. Like hushed music, it must escape, for it can not 
live when it is selfishly hoarded. Like the sunlight behind the 
clouds, it waits for its opportunity to shine gladsomely on its be- 
loved. Like the lark, it waits only for the clouds to break, to soar 
up into its native element. It can not help revealing itself. If it 
could not communicate itself to the object of its desire, it would 
be like a tree dying in the summer, in the warmth and gladness of 
sunshine. Love is unable to conceal its ardor, and it manifests itself 
more by acts than words. 

Such was the love of the Saviour for man. It was stronger than 
death; it was pure, disinterested, lofty, unadulterated love. There 
was nothing of human dross in it as in our love. It was noble and 
self-sacrificing. It rose superior to adversity and towered above the 
Jewish world of selfishness in sublime majesty. The miseries of the 
Saviour’s humble condition could not suppress it; the hatred of 
Scribes and Pharisees could not alienate it; Roman power could 
not enslave it. It was manifest in all His actions. It was His 
undying love that urged Him, as the Scripture says, “ To go about 
doing good.” He did not frequent the palaces of kings or the 
mansions of the rich, nor did He seek diversion in halls of merri- 
ment and pleasure. His errands of love and mercy were to the 
poor and the afflicted. The breath of His love was as balmy as the 
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evening breeze to the blind and the lame, to the sorrowing and the 
disconsolate. He spoke soothing words to the downhearted; He 
brought comfort to the widow and the fatherless; He healed the 
sick and the maimed ; He forgave sinners and inspired hope into the 
fallen. His love was as limitless as the sea. He was man’s friend 
in the truest and noblest sense of the word. Love flowed from His 
Sacred Heart as naturally as water from the spring. 

This was not enough. The love of the Saviour was ever bursting 
forth from His generous heart for man. When life was drawing to 
a close and the shadows of Calvary fell thick and fast across His 
path, He resolved to bestow on us a gift that God alone could give 
in the institution of the holy Eucharistic feast. He was the Master 
of all, and He might have given us some of the goods of which 
He had the disposal. He deigned, however, to give us not what 
He had, but what He is, not His goods, but Himself, the supreme 
Good. And He gave us Himself entirely and unreservedly: His 
divinity, His humanity, His body, His soul, His flesh, and His blood. 
Inflamed with impressible love, He told His apostles: “ With desire 
I have desired to eat this Pasch with you, before I suffer” (Luke 
xxii. 15). “ And whilst they were at supper,” says the Evangelist, 
“ Jesus took bread, and blessed, and broke, and gave to His disciples, 
and said: Take ye, and eat: this is my body.” Precious words that 
filled heaven with astonishment and that proved to man the infinite 
love of the Eternal Word! “ And taking the chalice,” continues the 
Evangelist, “ He gave thanks, and gave to them, saying: Drink ye 
all of this. For this is my blood of the New Testament, which 
shall be shed for many unto remission of sins” (Matt. xxvi. 26-28). 
No such love had ever been manifested on this earth. We read of 
the love between Jonathan and David, and of the former giving the 
latter his clothing when he was in distress, but Jesus does not give 
us His clothing; He gives us Himself, whole and entire, as the 
proof of His immense love for us. It was not in His almighty power 
to give us more, and in His love He desired to give us nothing less. 
“God is,” indeed, “charity” (I. John, iv. 8). 

2. We see the Saviour’s love amply shown in the circumstances 
which surrounded His generous action in giving Himself to us. It 
was the eve of His Passion. Gethsemani lay before Him with 
its terrible sweat of blood; Calvary loomed up before Him with its 
fearful suffering and horrid death. Even at the Last Supper His 
soul was bowed in sorrow at the prospect of His apostle’s betrayal. 
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Yet His only thought was for us. Out to us went the unstemmeg 
tide of His love, His life, and His all. He looked down the 
avenue of the ages, and He saw how men would abuse and dishonor 
that Eucharistic gift He now would bestow on man. Amidst aj] 
these dark circumstances, He institutes His Blessed Sacrament, 
Assuredly He loved us to the end; He loved sinners even in death. 

3. It is easy to discern the Saviour’s intention in instituting the 
Sacrament of His love. He has formally expressed it. By the 
order of His Father, after death, He was to return to the right hand 
of the Father. He would be thus separated from us whom He g9 
loved. “ My delight is to be with the children of men” (Proy, 
viii. 31). In His eternal wisdom He accomplished both the duty 
of obedience and the pledge of His love. He instituted the Holy 
Eucharist and lives with us; He died, arose, and ascended to heaven, 
where He is our Advocate at His Father’s throne. He lives with 
us and shall live with us till time will be no more. “ Behold I am 
with you all days, even to the consummation of the world” 
(Matt. xxviii. 20). 

II. The love of our Saviour is also proved in the perpetuation 
of the Eucharistic Sacrament. 1. He confides Himself to the hands 
of priests who are but men. 2. He comes into our tabernacles either 
to live there or to be distributed to the faithful. He is veiled on our 
altars amidst humiliating environment. 

1. If Christ had only once changed bread and wine into His 
body and blood, or if He had prescribed that He should be pre- 
served under incorruptible species only in one locality in all 
Christendom, would not even this be a great evidence of His love 
for man? How eagerly Christians would hasten from all parts of 
the world, as did the Jews of old to the Temple, to this privileged 
place and adore their Lord with the most profound humility, with 
the liveliest affection and piety! How joyfully they would unite 
their feeble hearts with the Sacred Heart of their Lord and Master! 
He manifested His love in another unspeakable way by instituting 
His sacred priesthood with power to bring His Presence on our 
altars, so that we might have Him ever in our midst, that we might 
live in the shadow of His altar, and draw at our pleasure water from 
“the fountain of the Saviour.” He has not only given His priests 
power to renew daily His banquet of love, but He has also com- 
manded them to do so. “ Do this,” He said at the Last Supper, “ for 
a commemoration of me” (Luke xxii. 19). The priest takes the 
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place of Christ in offering the spotless sacrifice, and from the days 
of Christ, as Christianity progressed and was spread among the 
nations, the Lord’s ministers have offered Christ’s Body and Blood 
for the living and the dead, everywhere, from the rising to the setting 
of the sun. The daily Mass of the priest is the continuity of the 
Incarnation and the Oblation of the Incarnate Son. And just as 
in the beginning the Lord said: “Let there be light,” and light 
spread across the face of creation never to leave it till its destruction, 
so the words of Christ, uttered by the priest: “This is my body,” 
shall be ever said and God’s sacrament shall ever remain with men 
till time shall be merged into eternity. The priest’s unworthiness 
is no bar to the accomplishment of God’s loving purpose. Thanks 
be to God, the Church has always possessed good, pious priests who 
have done worthily the work of God, and if at times in the history 
of the Church, wolves have appeared in the guise of pastors, the 
Lord has not withdrawn His power from His priesthood. Priests are 
priests forever, and have jurisdiction over Christ’s Body. They 
are like the vessels of the Temple on which were written these words: 
“ Sanctified to the Lord of hosts” (Zach. xiv. 21). Woe to them 
if they do the work of God negligently or sinfully! God’s love is 
then shown in His giving Himself into the hands of men, for the 
benefit and salvation of men. We read of the great love of St. 
Francis Xavier who entrusted himself, in his desire to reach India 
and win souls to Christ, to the vessel of a pirate. What greater love 
is our Saviour’s who leaves Himself in the hands of men, often 
very unworthy men! 

2. It is in residing in the tabernacle that Jesus shows His 
excessive love for man. How frequently, too, this abiding 
place, from its poverty, recalls the humble home of Nazareth! 
Here, on our altars, Jesus watched day and night, entirely at the 
disposition of the faithful. “ My delight is to be with the children of 
men.” In His lonely vigil of the tabernacle He grants us a greater 
favor than He accorded the Israelites in their long march through 
the wilderness. He directed His chosen people by a pillar of cloud 
during the day and by a column of fire during the night. He is our 
light and our guide in our journey through the wilderness of life. 
Never have we lacked Him, in the day time when we see Him in the 
sacred species, nor in the night time when He is hidden apparently, 
but when the light of the sanctuary tells us of His ceaseless love 
for man. With what patience He waits for us in His solitary 
abode! Often none come to praise and adore Him, though He 
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invites all most earnestly to come and receive comfort, strength 
and grace. “Come to me,” He pleads, “all you that labor and are 
burdened, and I will refresh you” (Matt. xi. 28). How long He 
waits in vain! If His creatures visit Him more by chance or habit, 
than from the sentiment of love, do they not cast dishonor and 
irreverence upon Him? Are not men even too proud or too indolent 
to bend the knee in His presence? Hundreds pass His lowly home 
and do not even doff their hats to Him, the Lord and Master of 
creation. What mocking words, what cruel treatment, He receives 
at the hands of heretics and unbelievers, aye, even from those who 
call themselves Catholics! What a work of reparation rests on us 
His faithful children, for all the sacrileges, acts of dishonor and 
insult that have been committed against the Sacrament of the Altar 
for the past three hundred years! There is scarce a European 
country that has not been steeped with hatred for Jesus abiding 
in our tabernacles. But yesterday, an act of denial was registered 
and publicly made by a powerful monarch which added to the human 
guilt of three centuries of apostasy. The history of our own country 
is replete with insult and dishonor hurled at the Real Presence of 
Jesus in our churches. We owe, I say again, a great debt of repara- 
tion to our vilified and insulted God. As grateful children, we 
should do something to console our injured Master; we should 
tenderly as Veronica wipe away the blood from His face and pray 
Him that all sacrileges and iniquities may be stayed and the hearts 
of men may be touched by His love and patience in the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

His love is not wearied or discouraged. If we will not go to Him, 
He comes to us, and He comes at the hour when we have the greatest 
need of Him. When all others have deserted us, He does not leave 
us. He is brought to the homes of men, beside the bed of the sick 
and the dying, and He becomes their medicine and their food. He 
does not disdain even the criminal condemned to death, but gives 
him strength to bear his hard fate. 

Jesus invites all without exception to His table. He exercises 
through the authority of the Church a gentle compulsion. “Go ye 
into the highways, and as many as you shall find, call to the 
marriage ” (Matt. xxii. 9). O let us appreciate the Saviour’s in- 
tense love for us, and return love for love. “I have loved thee,” 
He says, “ with an everlasting love ” (Jer. xxi. 3). Let us not by sin 
forfeit that love on earth, but ever offer our hearts glowing with love 
and ardor to our Eucharistic Lord. Amen. 











CATECHETICAL PART.’ 





An Explanation of the Catechism. 


FOR THE MIDDLE AND UPPER CLASSES OF 
PAROCHIAL AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


XXXI. 
EIGHTH ARTICLE OF THE CREED: “ I BELIEVE IN THE Hoty Guosv.” 


DEAR. CHILDREN :—In the explanation of the Catechism we come 
to-day to the third part of the Apostles’ Creed, namely, to the doc- 
trine of the Holy Ghost as the third Person of the Godhead. 

The Catechism asks: By whom is the fruit or grace of the divine 
redemption communicated to us? The answer is: “ By the Holy 
Ghost.” 

Jesus brought us the divine truth and doctrine from heaven, 
opened heaven unto us by His death of expiation, and merited for us 
a boundless treasure of supernatural spiritual graces and blessings. 

In consequence of original sin, however, we are too weak and too 
slothful to believe the doctrine of salvation announced by Jesus, 
and to make use of the proffered means of grace. But the Holy 
Ghost imparts to us by His illuminating grace the necessary strength 
so that we may and can draw from the source of salvation which 
Jesus has opened to us. A similitude from nature will not be out 
of place here. The little humming-bird wanted to see the sun’s 
glory. But he was not strong enough to soar up so high. He 
alighted, therefore, on the back of an eagle, who took him up to the 
glorious sun. Mankind resembles this frail little bird. Of our own 
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strength we can not soar up to God. The Holy Ghost comes down 
from heaven, protects us against the enemies of our salvation and 
imparts to us the strength to obey the doctrine of Jesus, and to 
walk the path to heaven courageously. He enlightens our mind, 
therefore, that we may understand rightly the doctrine of Jesus, 
He confirms and strengthens our faith, the foundation of our salva- 
tion, and He so transforms us spiritually, that from sinners we 
become just, from the enemies of God we become His friends. 

Where is this grace communicated to us? It is communicated to 
us in the Catholic Church, to which Christ has, for that very purpose, 
promised and sent the Holy Ghost. As at the miracle of the multipli- 
cation of loaves in the desert Jesus let the bread be distributed 
through His disciples, so does the Church, as Christ’s representative 
upon earth, communicate the gifts of the Holy Ghost to the faithful, 
Hence the Church may rightly be called the treasury of the Holy 
Ghost. 

Who is the Holy Ghost? 

The Holy Ghost is the third Person of the Blessed Trinity, true 
God with the Father and the Son. The Holy Ghost, therefore, is not 
only an attribute of God, but a true, real Person, a living, self- 
existing, self-thinking, and self-acting Being, having reason and will, 
making the same known by certain actions. 

The Holy Ghost is a Person of the Godhead. He thinks exactly 
as God, wills and acts as God, and the same perfections belong to 
Him, and in the same measure, as to the Father and the Son. 

When we say: The Holy Ghost is the third Person, we do not 
mean that the Father and the Son have a preeminence, for in the 
Blessed Trinity no Person is older, none greater, none more power- 
ful, and none more perfect than the others. 

The Holy Ghost is therefore only called the third Person to dis- 
tinguish Him from the two others. The following is a proof that 
the Holy Ghost is true God, like the Father and the Son. When 
Ananias tried to lie to Peter, the latter said to him: “ Thou hast 
not lied to a man, but to God the Holy Ghost.” 

In Holy Scripture also attributes are given and ascribed to the 
Holy Ghost which belong only to God; for instance, 1. Omnipotence: 
“The Holy Ghost shall descend upon thee and the power of the 
most high overshadow thee; for with God nothing is impossible.” 

2. Omnipresence: “ The spirit of the Lord fills the whole uni- 
verse” (Ps. cxxxviii. 7-10). 
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3. Omniscience : “ For the spirit searcheth all things, even the pro- 
found things of God” (I. Cor. ii. 10). 

In the Athanasian creed it says: “The Father is God, the Son 
is God, and the Holy Ghost is God.” 

The Church confirms this belief in the Divinity of the Holy Ghost 
by the celebration of the feasts of Pentecost and of Holy Trinity, 
and also by the universal prayer of the Church: “Glory be to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.” 

Other names are given to the Holy Ghost, as: 

(a) A light, a fire, because He illumines our understanding for 
the comprehension of divine things, and warms our cold hearts with 
the fire of divine love. 

(b) A teacher, because in the Old Testament the prophets and 
in the New Testament the apostles were instructed by Him, and 
because He prepares our hearts gladly to obey the doctrine of Jesus. 
The Holy Ghost also teaches man by interior inspiration and en- 
lightenment. 

(c) A consoler. The Holy Ghost animates us with the spirit of 
charity and penance. This brings consolation and peace to our 
hearts and the hope of life eternal. 

(d) An advocate. The Holy Ghost intercedes with God for the 
confusion of evil doers and exhorts us Himself to ask of God what 
is necessary for the salvation of our souls. 

(e) A gift of God, because God out of His infinite love has 
infused Him into our hearts. 

From whom does the Holy Ghost proceed? 

“The Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father and the Son, as from 
one source.” 

Holy Scripture gives us a proof of this. Jesus said: “ But the 
Paraclete, the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you all things.” This is also taught by theologians, and 
they say distinctly that the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. Similitude: As the fruit comes from the tree, but the tree 
springs from the roots, so does the Holy Ghost proceed from the 
Father and the Son, as from one source.’ 

At the same time you must not imagine that this proceeding of 
the Holy Ghost from the Father and the Son is a finite one, that once 
had a beginning, but that it is an eternal one, because the Holy 
Ghost is from all eternity, like the Father and the Son. Why is 
the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity in particular named the 
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“Holy Spirit,” since the appellation of “Spirit” and “ Holy” 
equally belongs to the first and second Persons? 

Answer: Because the Holy Ghost sanctifies us by His grace, com. 
municates to us sanctity of the spiritual life of grace, makes ys 
pleasing to God, aids us in all good, grants us strength to love God, 
to renounce that which is earthly, and even to accomplish that which 
is most difficult for the kingdom of God, wherefore He is also named 
sanctifier and vivifier. Still you must not understand this as if the 
Father and Son did not participate therein, for you already know 
that the works of creation, redemption and sanctification are common 
to all three Persons of the Godhead. 

This is apparent from the Scriptural text: “ You are washed, 
you are sanctified, you are justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and in the spirit of our God ” (I. Cor. vi. 11). 

Where is the Holy Ghost? 

As omnipresent God He is everywhere; but as author and Dis- 
penser of supernatural gifts and graces He is particularly: 

(a) In the Catholic Church, and 

(b) In the souls of the just. 

As omnipresent God the Holy Ghost is everywhere, but according 
to His operations He is not everywhere, that is to say, He operates 
only where He wills. The Holy Ghost shows His operations pre- 
eminently: (a) In the Catholic Church. 

Hence the Catechism asks: “ When did Christ send down the 
Holy Ghost upon His Church? ” 

Upon Whitsunday, when in the form of fiery tongues He de- 
scended upon the apostles. Particularly remarkable are the circum- 
stances under which He descended upon the apostles. On account 
of the celebration of the Jewish feast of Pentecost, there were 
assembled at Jerusalem thousands of Jews from all parts of the 
world. There arose a rushing sound like the roaring of a mighty 
windstorm. This was to draw the attention of the assembled multi- 
tude so that the minds of all present might be prepared for the 
preaching of St Peter. 

The Holy Spirit appeared over the head of each of the apostles, 
in the form of a fiery tongue. Fire warms and gives light. The 
tongue itself is the instrument of speech. The apostles still so 
fearful shortly before that they closed their house, felt themselves 
suddenly fortified by the miracle and able to speak foreign languages. 
Glowing with holy zeal, they began at once to preach Christ crucified, 
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and to inflame the hearts of their listeners. Animated by a holy zeal 
they went forth into all parts of the universe, to propagate the doc- 
trine of Christianity. From this time the Holy Ghost has never 
left the Catholic Church, for Jesus said: “ When I shall have gone, 
I will send you another comforter who will always remain with you 
until the end of the world.” 

For this reason the Catechism asks further: “ What graces does 
the Holy Ghost dispense to the Catholic Church?” that is to say, 
in other words, What are the operations of the Holy Ghost in the 
Catholic Church? He teaches, sanctifies, and directs her in an 
invisible manner until the end of the world. The Holy Ghost, there- 
fore, is the invisible teacher of the Church in her existing infallible 
office of teacher. He remains with the Church, preserves her from 
all error, and enlightens her to teach only that which harmonizes 
with the doctrine of Jesus and His apostles. 

The Holy Ghost sanctifies the Church, i. e., gives her the fulness 
of His grace, so that all her members, when they cooperate earnestly 
with the means of salvation offered them (prayer and the sacra- 
ments) may be sanctified. The Holy Ghost also directs and rules 
His Church, i. e., He causes her to be at all times infallible in her 
doctrines, wise in her arrangements, and careful in the furthering 
of the salvation of her faithful. 

What graces does the Holy Ghost dispense to souls? 

He illumines them, sanctifies, fortifies, and consoles them, for 
which reason He is named Sanctifiér and Comforter. 

1. The Holy Ghost illumines our souls. An illumination is 
necessary where darkness reigns. The Holy Ghost illumines us, He 
causes us to understand and believe clearly and fully the truth of 
the doctrine of Jesus. Even the apostles did not understand many 
words of their Divine Teacher. When, however, the Holy Spirit 
descended upon them everything was clear and plain. 

2. The Holy Ghost sanctifies our souls. By His grace which He 
communicates to us in Holy Baptism, our souls are cleansed from 
the guilt of original sin, and transformed from the state of dis- 
grace to the state of grace. By the grace of the Holy Ghost we are 
also cleansed from the filth of actual sin, by being animated to 
conversion from the path of sin, and of turning toward God. 

3. The Holy Ghost fortifies our souls. We have often heard 
that the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and that those only who 
use violence will obtain it. For this strife we obtain strength 
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through the Holy Spirit to conquer the world, the devil, and the 
flesh which are the enemies of our salvation. 

4. The Holy Spirit consoles our souls. Consolation is necessary in 
sufferings and afflictions. In all the cares and difficulties of this life 
in sickness, poverty, want, etc., when we are despised, derided 
and mocked at, when our best intentions are misunderstood, then 
the Holy Spirit dispenses consolation to us; for He knows all things, 
and will reveal all things. He is the Comforter, who gives us that 
inward peace which the world can not give. 

The operations of the Holy Spirit showed themselves particularly 
in the apostles and martyrs, and every Christian can perceive their 
effects in himself, when he invokes the Holy Spirit with faith and 
confidence, and renders a cheerful obedience to His inspirations, 

What are in particular the gifts of the Holy Ghost? 

“These seven: 1. Wisdom; 2. Understanding; 3. Counsel; 4, 
Fortitude; 5. Knowledge; 6. Godliness or Piety; and 7. The fear of 
the Lord.” 

1. The gift of wisdom illumines us to consider earnestly everything 
that concerns God and our eternal beatitude. It exhorts and en- 
courages us to take the greatest delight in heavenly things, to 
despise everything earthly and perishable, and to direct our thoughts, 
desires, words and works only to that which is heavenly. 

King Solomon prayed for this gift of wisdom, because he found 
therein a greater treasure than in all the riches of a long life. 

2. By the gift of understanding we discern revealed truth which 
the sensual man can not comprehend. Through this gift we perceive 
that Divine Providence rules and directs all the occurrences of this 
world, we discern our high and holy destiny, as well as the true and 
right means which will lead us to God and our eternal salvation. 
By this great gift of God we are made aware of the horror of sin 
which can cause our eternal ruin. King David prayed for this gift 
with the words: “Give me understanding, and I will search into 
thy law and observe it with my whole heart.” 

3. The gift of counsel. By virtue of our free will we ought to act 
freely and execute the will of God upon earth. Through original 
sin, however, our perception was darkened and our will to do good 
enfeebled. We hover frequently irresolute between good and evil, 
between right and wrong. It is the gift of counsel that counsels 
us to do right, to do that which is according to God’s good pleasure, 
for the temporal and eternal salvation of ourselves and of our fellow 
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men. The gift of counsel enables us to counsel others as to what is 
best for them. 

4. The gift of fortitude. To will and to do good is joined with 
self-denial and hardships. The gift of fortitude, however, gives 
us courage, strength, and perseverance to overcome our sensual de- 
sires, to deny ourselves, and to persevere in that which is good, and 
to execute it no matter how difficult it may be. The holy martyrs 
were particularly endowed with this fortitude, for they endured 
the greatest tortures for the love of Jesus without a murmur or com- 
plaint. 

5. The gift of knowledge. By this gift we receive the ability 
to employ everything that we know about natural truths and every- 
thing that we meet with in this world for the salvation of our soul. 
By it we are instructed in the mysteries and duties of our salvation, 
and we can also instruct others who are ignorant. The gift of 
true knowledge does not make us proud and puffed up, for it is 
humble and finds its happiness not in exterior honors, but in the im- 
proving and ennobling of man. 

6. The gift of piety. It consists therein that we have at all times 
a holy joy in intercourse with God, in humble prayer, that we strive 
to please God our Infinitely loving Father, and only desire to live 
before God and with God. 

7. The gift of the fear of God. There is a servile and a child- 
like fear. Servile fear trembles only before God’s just chastisements. 
A true and childlike fear of God, however, consists in a holy awe of 
doing anything to offend or displease God, whereby we should lose 
the love and friendship of God. The fear of God is the beginning of 
wisdom and the surest standard of the Christian life. 

Besides the seven gifts of the Holy Ghost there are also twelve 
fruits, and they are: 1. Charity. 2. Joy. 3. Peace. 4. Patience. 
5. Benignity. 6. Goodness. 7. Long suffering. 8. Mildness. 9. 
Faith. 10. Modesty. 11. Continence. 12. Chastity. 

How long does the Holy Ghost remain in the soul? 

As long as the soul is free from any grievous sin. Sanctity can 
only live in sanctity, not in anything sinful. Therefore the Holy 
Ghost who sanctifies our souls in Baptism remains there only as 
long as we keep our souls free from every grievous sin. 

“Does sin, then, drive the Holy Ghost from the soul?” 

“Yes; mortal sin drives away the Holy Ghost,” and profanes 
the temple of God. 
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Whoever commits sin is an enemy of God, and God can not 
dwell with His enemies. 

Holy Writ says: “ But if any man violate the temple of God, him 
shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which you are” 
(I. Cor. iii. 17). 

What must we do in order to participate in the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost and to preserve them within us? 

1. We must keep our hearts free from every sin, from all sinful 
desires, thoughts, discourses, and actions, for sin, as we have heard, 
is an obstacle to the Holy Spirit. 

2. We should pray to God frequently and constantly for the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, remembering the words of Scripture: “ God 
will give his good spirit to all those who ask him for it.” The Holy 
Spirit is invoked particularly before the sermon and instructions, 
before announcing the Word of God. This is done that our hearts 
may be prepared for instruction in those things pertaining to our 
salvation, that we may rejoice in the word of God, that we may 
the better understand it, that we may receive it like good seed to 
bear fruit within us a hundredfold. As the Holy Ghost once 
animated the apostles to go forth into the whole world and announce 
the doctrine of Jesus, so should the Holy Spirit inflame our hearts 
to live according to the same. The operations of the Holy Spirit 
are opposed to the operations of the spirit of the world. Whilst the 
Holy Ghost uplifts us to that which is heavenly and eternal, the 
spirit of the world draws our senses toward that which is earthly 
and transitory. You must not obey this worldly spirit and its hurtful 
suggestions, but strive to receive the Holy Spirit within your 
hearts, and by avoiding every sin to preserve Him and faithfully to 
obey His inspirations. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


A THOROUGH REHEARSING OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THIS LESSON. 


1. On what have we spoken in to-day’s instruction? On the eighth article 
of the creed. 


2. What says the eighth article? I believe in the Holy Ghost. 


3. Who is the Holy Ghost? The Holy Ghost is the third Person of the 
Blessed Trinity, true God with the Father and the Son. 


4. The Catechism asks: By whom is the fruit or grace of the Divine Re- 
demption communicated to us? By the Holy Ghost. 


5. Who brought us the divine doctrine from heaven? Jesus Christ. 
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6. Who redeemed us, and through His death opened heaven to us again? 
Jesus Christ. re 

7. Why then are the operations of grace of the Holy Spirit still necessary ? 
Because we are too weak and too slothful to believe the doctrine announced 
by Jesus and to make use of His means of grace. 

g. It means, therefore, that mankind is weak and slothful. Now what 
is needed where weakness reigns? Where weakness exists, strength and 
fortitude are needed. 

What is wanted where sloth reigns? Where there is sloth, there life 
and encouragement are needed. 

10. Who gives us this spiritual strength and life? The Holy Ghost. 

11. In what way does the Holy Spirit aid us to know God and to serve 
Him? He illumines our reason, that we may the better understand the 
doctrine of Jesus, and inflames our heart that we may also obey it. 

12. Where is this grace of illumination and strengthening communicated 
to us? In the Catholic Church, to which Christ has, for that very purpose, 
promised and sent the Holy Ghost. 

13. What, for this reason, may we justly name the Church? The treasury 
of the Holy Ghost. 

14. Why do we say that the Holy Ghost is the third Person of the Blessed 
Trinity? Because Jesus named the Holy Ghost in the third place. 

15. Upon what occasion? When Jesus sent His Disciples forth, He said 
to them: Go, and teach all nations and baptize them ‘‘In the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 

16. How can you prove to me that the Holy Ghost is true God, like the 
Father and the Son? From Holy Scripture. When Ananias tried to lie 
to the Apostle Peter, the latter said to him: Thou hast not lied to men 
but to God the Holy Ghost. 

17. What further proof did I quote? In Holy Writ the divine attributes 
are imputed to Him. 

18. What divine perfections are attributed to the Holy Ghost? Omni- 
potence, omnipresence, and omniscience. 

19. What says the Athanasian Creed of the Divinity of the Holy Ghost? 
It says: The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God. 

20. In what way does the Catholic Church confirm the belief in the 
Divinity of the Holy Ghost? By the celebration of the feasts of Pentecost 
and of Holy Trinity. 

21. In what other manner? By the universal prayer of the Church: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

22. What other names are given to the Holy Ghost? He is called a 
light, a fire. 

23. Why is He called a light? Because He illumines our understanding 
to comprehend divine things. 

24. Why is He called a fire? Because He inflames our hearts with the 
fire of divine love. 

25. What other name is given to the Holy Ghost? He is called also 
Teacher. 

26. For what reason? Because He enlightened the prophets in the Old 
Law, and the apostles in the New. 

27. Why is the Holy Ghost called a Comforter? Because He infuses 
the spirit of penance into our hearts, whereby we obtain consolation and 
peace. 

28. Where is the Holy Ghost? As omnipresent God He is everywhere ; 
but as Author and Dispenser of supernatural gifts and graces He is par- 
ticularly (a) in the Catholic Church and (b) in the souls of the just. 
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29. Why is the Holy Ghost particularly in the Catholic Church? 

Jesus Christ before His ascension promised the Holy Ghost to His oe 

30. When was the Holy Ghost sent down upon the Church? Upon th 
feast of Pentecost, when He descended upon the apostles in the form : 
fiery tongues. of 

31. What graces does the Holy Ghost still dispense in the Catholic Church? 
He teaches, sanctifies, and directs her in an invisible manner untj maps 
of the world. ; ntil the end 

32. From what does the Holy Ghost preserve His Church or h i 
office? From all error. <r Cracking 

33-. What means: The Holy Ghost sanctifies the Church? Christ left 
to His Church the means whereby we could and should become holy, 

34. What are these means? They are the Holy Sacraments. 

35. “What means the Holy Ghost directs the Church? He causes the 
Church at all times to make only such dispositions as serve to promote the 
salvation of souls. 

36. What graces and blessings does the Holy Ghost dispense to souls? 
He illumines, sanctifies, fortifies, and consoles them, wherefore He is also 
called Sanctifier and Consoler. 

37. What means to illumine anything? It means to enlighten. 

38. When is an illumination necessary? When darkness reigns. 

39. Where do we receive the gift of sanctification from the Holy Ghost? 
In the Sacraments of Baptism and Penance. 

40. From what are we cleansed in Baptism? From original sin. 

41. Does the Holy Ghost cleanse us from actual sin also? Yes; the 
Holy Spirit cleanses us also from actual sin. 

42. The Holy Ghost strengthens our souls. What means to strengthen? 
To strengthen means to make strong. 

43. — must men be made strong? Because they are weak and inclined 
to evil. 

_44. What weakens our strength to do good? The consequences of original 


in. 

45. The Holy Ghost also comforts our souls. In what way does He 
console us? By interior inspirations. 

46. What do we obtain thereby? Interior peace, tranquillity of soul. 

47. To whom in particular has the Holy Ghost granted the gift of forti- 
tude? To the holy martyrs, and they were thereby enabled to suffer every 
kind of torture, even the most agonizing death. 

48. Do we receive the gift of fortitude in tribulations and want? Yes; 
when we pray to the Holy Ghost for it. 

49. What are the seven gifts of the Holy Ghost? 1. Wisdom. 2. Under- 
standing. 3. Counsel. 4. Fortitude. 5. Knowledge. 6. Piety. 7. The fear 
of the Lord. 

50. What are the effects of the gift of wisdom? It enables us to con- 
sider earnestly everything pertaining to God and our eternal salvation, and 
to despise that which is earthly and transitory. 

51. What purpose does the gift of understanding serve? It helps us to 
perceive and to comprehend many revealed truths. 

52. Who stand in need of counsel, which is the third gift of the Holy 
Ghost? Those who do not what they ought to do. 

53. What persons require to be strengthened? Those who are weak. 

54. Of what weakness is it here a question? Of weakness to do good. 

55. To what does the gift of wisdom relate; to earthly and worldly, or to 
heavenly and eternal things? It relates to that which is heavenly and eternal. 
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56. What is the sixth gift of the Holy Ghost? The gift of piety. 

57. When are persons pious? When they pray gladly and devoutly and 
take pleasure in intercourse with God. _ 

58. How many kinds are there of the fear of God? There are two: A 
servile and a childlike fear. 

59. Which is the right and true fear of God? The childlike fear of God. 

60. What says Holy Writ concerning the fear of God? It says: The fear 
of God is the beginning of wisdom. 

61. How long will the Holy Ghost remain in the Catholic Church? Until 
the end of the world. 

62. Whence do you know this? From Holy Scripture, which says: “I 
will send you a Comforter who will remain with you until the end of the 
world.” 

63. How long does the Holy Ghost remain in the souls of the just? As 
long as they preserve them free from all grievous sin. 

64. When do we receive the Holy Ghost for the first time? In Holy 
Baptism. 

65. When do we receive Him again? In the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

66. How long ought the Holy Ghost to dwell in the hearts or souls of 
men? As long as they live. 

67. What drives the Holy Ghost out of our souls? Sin. 

68. Why is this? Because the Holy Ghost is holy and loves only good and 
abhors evil. 

69. What is every sinner toward God? Every sinner is an enemy of God. 

70. Why are we called temples of God? Because God dwells within us. 

71. Through what is this temple violated? By sin. 


72. With what has God threatened those who violate the temple of God 
by sin? He has threatened them with destruction. 


73. What does this mean? That God will punish them with eternal 
damnation. 

74. What must you do in order that the Holy Ghost may remain in your 
soul? I must avoid every sin. ’ 

Therefore, dear children, hate and avoid all sin. You also are 
the temples of the Holy Ghost. God has destined you for His dwell- 
ing place. Be therefore modest, pious, Godfearing, and beg of God 
every day that He may send the Holy Spirit to you to remain with 
you all the days of your life. 


XXXII. 


NintH ARTICLE OF THE CREED: “ THE Hoty CaTHoLic CHURCH; 
THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS.” 


Dear CHILDREN :—In the explanation of the Catechism we come 
to-day to the ninth article of the creed, which treats: 

1. Of a holy universal Church, and 

2. Of the communion of saints. 
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The doctrine of the Church is again divided into four separate 
paragraphs, and treats: 

The first paragraph, of the Church in general; 

The second paragraph, of the marks of the Church; 

The third paragraph, of the end of the Church; 

The fourth paragraph, of the propagation and preservation of the 
Church. 

1. On the Church in general. 

Above all you must take notice that the Church of which it is 
here question is not an edifice of stone, but a society or community, 
You heard in the preceding instruction that upon the feast of Pente- 
cost the Holy Ghost came down upon the apostles, and not only took 
away all fear from them, but also granted them the gift of foreign 
languages. The Catechism now asks: “ What did the apostles do 
after they had received the Holy Ghost on Whitsunday?” 

Answer: They went forth into the whole world preaching and 
baptizing and gathered into congregations all those who believed and 
were baptized. Jesus not only came for the men of His time, but for 
the people of all times, and not only for the people of one nation, but 
for the people of the whole universe. As He Himself only taught in 
the land of Juda, He chose in the early days of His teaching twelve 
simple, honest, and truth loving men, who were continually with 
Him and witnessed His teachings and miracles. 

These men, called apostles or messengers, were to continue after 
Jesus had accomplished the stupendous work of redemption for all 
mankind, that which He Himself had begun. They were to pass 
over the borders of Juda into all parts of the earth and take the 
message of the kingdom of Christ, and offer to all who wished to be 
saved the graces of His death of atonement. For this reason, be- 
fore His ascension, Jesus commanded His apostles to “Go, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them,” etc. The apostles carried out 
this injunction of their Lord and Master with a holy zeal, they went 
into all lands. Peter went first of all to Antioch, afterward to Rome; 
Mark went to Alexandria; Luke taught in Italy, Dalmatia, Mace- 
donia, and Egypt; Bartholomew in Persia, Arabia, and the East 
Indies; John in Samaria and Asia Minor; Paul in Asia Minor, 
Greece and other countries; Andrew went to Scythia and Thrace; 
Thomas taught the Parthenians, Medes, and Persians; Philip 
preached in Phrygia, to announce and spread the teachings of Jesus. 
Those who accepted the teaching of Jesus were baptized and be- 
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longed to the Catholic Church. The newly-converted formed con- 
gregations among themselves. 

What arose from these congregations of believers? 

There arose in many places communities of Christians whose 
rulers were the apostles. The first Christian community was formed 
at Jerusalem. It consisted of about 150 persons, and the ruler of 
the same was the apostle St. Peter. On Whitsunday, when the Holy 
Ghost descended upon the apostles, St. Peter arose and preached Jesus 
risen. The consequence was that 3,000 persons were converted to 
Christianity. Peter preached again to the people, and the number 
of those who received baptism was 5,000. In this way the doctrine 
of Christianity was propagated and the prophecy of Jesus was ful- 
filled: “I will make you become fishers of men.” 

What further did the apostles do when the communities of 
Christians increased? 

They chose elders from among them, ordained them bishops, 
and appointed them everywhere as rulers of the new Christian com- 
munities, with the commission that they should likewise ordain and 
appoint others. 

When the number of the faithful increased, the apostles could 
not announce the teaching of Jesus everywhere in the several com- 
munities, because they were called upon to propagate it in an ever- 
increasing circuit. They were obliged, therefore, to appoint other 
rulers and to confer upon them their authority. As, for instance, a 
family can not exist without a ruling head, so also a community can 
not exist without a chief. 

Were all these several communities united with one another? 

Yes; they were all closely united with one another, and formed 
one great Christian community, under one common head, St. Peter. 

The several Christian communities, therefore, were not to be 
separated, dispersed members, but they were to be members of one 
body and form an indissoluble whole. 

What did they call this great community of Christians under one 
common head? 

The Catholic, that is to say, the universal Church, or in one word 
the Church. 

I must repeat what I said at the beginning of this instruction, 
that by the word Church you must not imagine a stone building, 
but a society and community of all true believing Christians of whom 
the apostle St. Peter was the common head. The Acts of the Apostles 
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give us a proof of this. As soon as the apostles wished to give laws 
for the Church, they associated themselves with St. Peter. He 
presided, and they all submitted to his decision. Even the apostle 
St. Paul left Jerusalem in peril of his life to visit St. Peter at Rome. 
In Holy Writ the Church has other names given to her: for instance, 
the Bride of Christ. As bride and bridegroom are inseparably 
united, so inseparably is the Church united with Jesus, her heavenly 
bridegroom. The Church is called also the Body of Christ, i. e, 
members of Christ, because He Himself is the invisible Head of the 
Church. She is called also a flock, because Jesus the good Shepherd 
leads her. 

What, then, is the Church even at the present time? 

The Church is the same congregation of all the faithful, who, 
being baptized, profess the same doctrine, partake of the same sacra- 
ments, and are governed by their lawful pastors under one visible 
Head, the Pope. 

The Church, therefore, is the union, the congregation, the society 
of the people of the whole earth who are baptized in the name of 
Jesus, who profess the faith taught by Jesus, live according to His 
doctrine, partake of the means of salvation instituted by Him, and 
acknowledge the Pope at Rome as their Visible Head and as the 
representative and successor of the apostle St. Peter, to whom all 
bishops are subject. The Church of the New Law was prefigured 
in the Old Law: (a) By Noe’s ark. As all men were saved from 
death by the flood in Noe’s ark, so may all those who by baptism 
are taken into the Church be saved from the danger of eternal 
death. 

Another figure is the city of Jerusalem. As in the Old Law sacri- 
fice could only be offered in this city of God, so also in the Church 
of the New Law alone can that sacrifice be offered which is pleasing 
to God. 

Was the Church thus organized by the apostles? 

No; she was thus organized by Jesus Christ, her Founder; the 
apostles were only the instruments by which He accomplished His 
will. 

Christ said: “ All power is given to me in heaven and in earth.” 
“ As the Father hath sent me, I also send you.” From Him, there- 
fore, proceeds all power, all authority, and the commission to ac- 
complish His will. Jesus founded and instituted His Church, the 
kingdom of God on earth. He gave her her laws and her organi- 
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zation, but He made the apostles the instruments of His will. They 
do not act, therefore, in their own name, but in the name of Jesus 
Christ. St. Paul says: “Every one takes us for servants of Christ 
and dispensers of His mysteries.” A servant, however, does 
not accomplish his own will, but the will of his master. The apostles, 
therefore, were instruments of whom God made use to propagate 
in the world His holy Christian Church. 

How did Jesus Christ thus organize His Church? 

By conferring His own power upon the apostles, and sending them 
forth everywhere: 1. To preach; 2. To baptize; 3. To govern those 
who were baptized under the supremacy of St. Peter. 

The apostles and their successors, therefore, have the same power 
as Jesus Himself had. Before Christ ascended into heaven, He 
said to His apostles: “ All power is given to me in heaven, and in 
earth. Going, therefore, teach ye all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teach- 
ing them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you; 
and behold, I am with you all days, even to the consummation of the 
world.” Christ conferred herewith His authority upon His apostles 
and declared what they were to do in virtue of this authority, 
namely: To proclaim His doctrine to all nations, to dispense the 
graces of the Redemption through Baptism, and to introduce every- 
where His laws, His commandments. He had already said to His 
apostles, “ As the Father hath sent me, I also send you.” When He 
had said this He breathed upon them and said: “ Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost. Whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven them; and 
whose sins you shall retain, they are retained.””’ With these words 
Jesus conferred upon His apostles the power to forgive sins, which 
belongs to God alone. Jesus demands also from men the same 
obedience toward the apostles and their successors as for Himself. 
He says: “ He that heareth you, heareth me: and he that despiseth 
you, despiseth me.” 

What do you call the threefold office which together with His 
power Christ conferred upon the apostles? 

_ The Teaching, the Priestly, and the Pastoral office. 

1. The Teaching office consists in the full power to preach the 
divine doctrine, to condemn heresies, and to decide religious con- 
troversies. 

2. The Priestly office consists in the full power to offer the Sacri- 
fice of the Mass, to administer the sacraments, to consecrate and 
to bless. 
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3. The Pastoral office consists in the full power to rule the Church 
consequently to make laws and inflict punishments. 

Why were the apostles to exercise their office only under the 
supreme authority of St. Peter? 

Because Christ appointed St. Peter to be His representative Upon 
earth, and the visible head of the whole Church. 

How do we learn that Christ has appointed St. Peter to be the 
Supreme Head of His Church? 

We learn it from this: 1. That Christ built His Church upon 
Peter, as upon the true foundation stone; 2. That He gave him in 
particular the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 3. That He com. 
missioned him alone to feed His whole flock. 

Jesus once asked His disciples whom they considered Him to be; 
thereupon Peter, speaking for the others, said: ‘“‘ Thou art Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” Jesus answered him: “Thou art Peter (a 
rock), and upon this rock I will build my Church.” 

Christ gave to Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven with the 
words: “ And I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
And whatsoever thou shalt bind upon earth, it shall be bound also 
in heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, it shall be 
loosed also in heaven.” These keys signify the supreme authority 
in the Church. Jesus wished to confirm by this exterior token that 
He conferred upon Peter the highest authority in the Church. Peter 
alone was commissioned to govern the whole flock with the words: 
“Feed my lambs, feed my sheep.” 

Peter also really exercised the office of the Head of the Church 
after the ascension of Jesus, and was also always recognized as the 
Head by the apostles and by the whole Church. 

Was the supremacy of a Head of the Church to cease after the 
death of St. Peter? 

No; if the Church was to continue as Christ had established tt, 
the Rock also on which He had built it, and the supremacy of a 
Head which He Himself had ordained to govern it were to continue. 

Now, if it was necessary for the Church to have a Head when 
the number of her members was still small, how much more neces- 
sary is it when the Church is extended and spread over the whole 
world. 

Who has been the visible Head of the Church since the death of 
St. Peter? 

The Holy Father, the Pope, who is the legitimate successor of 
St. Peter in the Episcopal See of Rome. 
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St. Peter died a martyr’s death at Rome, and hence every Bishop 

of Rome is a successor of St. Peter. The word Pope comes from 

Papa, meaning Father; hence we say Holy Father instead of Pope, 

Father of Christendom. Was the threefold office, which was 
common to all the apostles, to continue at all times? 

Yes; according to the appointment of Christ, it was to pass over 
from the apostles to their successors, and to continue in them, with- 
out interruption, to the end of the world. 

How do we we know this appointment of Christ? 

From the words which He spoke when He conferred the office 
upon them: “ And behold, I am with you all days, even to the con- 
summation of the world;” which evidently can not be understood 
to have been said to the apostles alone, since they, of course, were 
not to live to the end of the world. 

Who are the successors of the apostles? 

The Bishops who are rightly consecrated, and are in communion 
with the Head of the Church, the Pope—i. e., the Bishops of the 
Catholic Church. The apostles chose “elders” to be Bishops to 
whom they communicated their authority, amidst prayer and the lay- 
ing on of hands, and this ordination has been preserved from the time 
of the apostles until our time, and it will continue until the end of the 
world. The Bishops, therefore, when they are rightly consecrated, 
have the same authority and the same power as the apostles had. 
This power, however, they only use in constant communion with 
the Pope as legitimate successor of the apostle St. Peter. 

As successors of the apostles the Bishops have the obligation: 
1. To instruct and to cause to be instructed the faithful of the 
diocese intrusted to them, and to care for the preserving of a pure 
faith, by keeping far from them everything contrary to the faith of 
the Church ; 

2. To dispense the Holy Sacraments, or to have them dispensed 
by their representatives ; and 

3. To make arrangements for the celebration of divine worship, 
to uphold ecclesiastical discipline, and above all to promote the 
spiritual welfare of their flocks. 

The Bishops exercise their apostolic onuhoutty by assembling 
occasionally in council under the presidency of the Pope, and with 
the assistance of the Holy Spirit decide upon heresies that arise, 
and truths of faith which are attacked. 

Through whom do the Bishops exercise their office in the par- 
ticular parishes of their diocese? 











1086 AN EXPLANATION OF THE CATECHISM. 


Through the priests or pastors ordained by them. Besides the 
twelve apostles, Jesus chose seventy-two disciples to preach His 
doctrine. 

When the doctrine of Jesus became more and more propagated 
the Bishops could no longer preach and dispense the sacraments in 
their own person. They appointed therefore assistants in several 
places; these are the priests or pastors who in the name of the 
Bishop preach the Gospel and dispense the sacraments, and in gen- 
eral care for the spiritual welfare of the faithful in their congre- 
gations. A priest can only exercise the duties of the priesthood 
when he has been expressly sent or authorized for that purpose by 
his lawful Bishop. 

By what means are unity and good order maintained in the 
whole Church? 

By this: That all those who are not priests are with ready obedi- 
ence subordinate to the priests, the priests to the Bishops, and the 
Bishops to the Pope. 

As in nature the imperfect creatures are subordinate to the per- 
fect, and in public official life the subjects are subordinate to their 
several chiefs, just such a wise arrangement exists in the Catholic 
Church. Hence St. Clement, disciple and successor of St. Peter, 
compares the Church to an army in which the private is subordinate 
to the officer, the officer to the colonel, the colonel to the general. 

Application: Always cherish in your heart a profound reverence 
and an humble submission to the Holy Father the Pope, and to the 
Bishops and priests united with him; for they are set over you in 
the place of God, and it is their duty to instruct you in the name of 
God, to make you partake of the divine graces, and to lead you to 
eternal salvation. For this reason, therefore, the Church is called a 
“loving mother.” The same affection that a child has for its mother, 
the faithful should evince for their Church, for she is solicitous 
for our soul’s salvation, our eternal welfare. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
A THOROUGH REHEARSING OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THIS LESSON. 


1. On what have we spoken to-day? On the ninth article of the creed. 


2. What is the ninth article of the creed? ‘The Holy Catholic Church, 
the Communion of Saints.” 


3. How is the doctrine of the Church subdivided? Into four paragraphs. 
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4. Of what do they treat? 1. Of the Church in general. 2. Of the marks 
of the Church. 3. Of the end of the Church. 4. Of the propagation and 
preservation of the Church. 

5. Of what have we spoken in to-day’s instruction? Of the Church in 
general. ; : 

6. In the last instruction we heard that the Holy Ghost came down upon 
the apostles at Jerusalem on Whitsunday. Now what effect did this have 
upon the apostles? They were able to speak foreign languages and they 
were without fear. 

7, Why did Jesus send the Holy Spirit upon the apostles? To prepare 
them for the founding of His Church. 

8. Now what did the apostles do after they had received the Holy Ghost? 
They went forth into all parts of the world, preaching, baptizing, and gathered 
into congregations all those who believed and were baptized. 

g. Could the apostles not have gone sooner into the world to preach the 
Gospel? No; they could not have done so sooner, because they had not 
yet the gift of foreign languages, and because they were afraid of the Jews. 

10. What did Jesus do at the outset of His teaching office? He choose 
for Himself twelve apostles. 

11. What does the word apostle mean? It means messenger or ambassador. 

12. How did Jesus instruct and strengthen them in their faith in Him? 
He kept them with Him for three years, and they were witnesses of His 
teaching and miracles. 

13. Did the apostles carry out the commission given them by Jesus to “Go 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost”? Yes; they baptized all those who accepted 
the doctrine of Jesus. 

14. What did those become who were baptized? They became Catholics. 

15. Where was the first Christian community founded? At Jerusalem; 
it numbered about one hundred and twenty persons. 

16. By whom was it founded? By the Apostle St. Peter. 

17. What did the apostles do when the communities of Christians in- 
creased? They chose elders from amongst them, and ordained them bishops, 
and appointed them everywhere as rulers of the new Christian communities. 


18. Were all these several communities united with one another? Yes; 
they were closely united with one another, and formed one great Christian 
community under one common head, St. Peter. 


19. What was this great Christian community called? The universal 
Church, or the Church. 


20. What other names were given to the Christian Church? She was 
called the “ Bride of Christ,’ also the body of Christ. 


21. Why? Because Christ is the Head. 


22. What then is the Church even at the present time? The Church is 
the same congregation of the faithful, who being baptized, profess the same 
doctrine, partake of the same sacraments, and are governed by their lawful 
pastors under the visible head, the Pope. 


23. To be a good Christian then, is it enough to be baptized? No; we 
must also believe what Jesus has taught, and live according to this belief. 


24. To whom are all Christians subordinate? To the Pope at Rome. 
25. Why? Because He is the legitimate successor of St. Peter. 


26. By what was the Church of the New Law prefigured in the Old Law? 
By Noe’s Ark and the city of Jerusalem. 
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27. Why was Noe’s Ark a figure of the Christian Church? As in the Ark 
Noe and his family were saved from the flood, so can all those who belong 
to the Christian Church be saved from eternal death. "8 


28. Why is the city of Jerusalem also a figure of the Christian 
As sacrifice could only be offered to God in the Temple at Terualent 
the Church of the New Law alone can that sacrifice be offered to God b 
which He is well pleased. ¥: 


a Who is the invisible head of the Church? Our Divine Saviour Jesus 
rist. 

30. Who is the visible head of the Church? The Pope, as successor of 
St. Peter. 


_31. Who are the other rulers of the Church besides the Pope? The 
bishops subordinate to him as successors of the other apostles. 


32. Was the Church thus organized by the apostles? No; she was thus 
organized by Jesus Christ, her Founder; the apostles were only the instru. 
ments by which He accomplished His will. 


33. How did Jesus thus organize His Church? By conferring His own 
power upon the apostles, and sending them forth everywhere: 1. To preach; 
2. To baptize; and 3. To govern those who were baptized, under the 
supremacy of St. Peter. 

34. What do we call the threefold office which, together with His power, 
Christ conferred upon the apostles? The Teaching, the Priestly, and the 
Pastoral office. 

35. What then are the rulers of the Church? They are: 1. Teachers. 2, 
Priests, and 3. Pastors. 

36. In what, therefore, does the teaching office consist? It consists in 
the authority to preach the Divine Doctrine, to condemn heresies, and to 
decide religious controversies. 

37. In what consists the Priestly office? It consists in the full power to 
offer the Sacrifice of the Mass, to administer the Sacraments, to consecrate, 
to bless. 

38. In what consists the Pastoral office? It consists in the full power 
to rule the Church, consequently to make laws and inflict punishments. 

39. What does the bishop carry, therefore, on solemn occasions in his 
hand? A shepherd’s staff. 

40. Whom did Christ appoint as the Supreme Head of the Church? The 
Apostle St. Peter. 

41. From what do we learn that Christ has appointed St. Peter to be 
the Supreme Head of His Church? We learn it from this: 1. That Christ 
built His Church upon Peter, as upon a true foundation stone. 2. That He 
gave him in particular the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 3. That He 
commissioned him alone to feed His whole flock. 

42. With what words did Jesus appoint St. Peter? Jesus said: “ Thou art 
Peter (a rock), and upon this rock I will build my Church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

43. It says: Jesus gave the keys of the kingdom of heaven to St. Peter. 
Has, then, heaven a gate or door? It is not to be understood literally. It 
means that Jesus conferred upon St. Peter the supreme authority. 

44. Jesus also commissioned St. Peter alone to rule the whole flock? Yes; 
Jesus said: “Feed my lambs, feed my sheep.” 

45. What did Jesus confer upon St. Peter with these words? The Pastoral 
office. 

46. What power is united with the Pastoral office? The power to punish 
and to excommunicate. 
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47. What is the government of Peter over the other apostles called? The 
Supremacy of Peter. 

. Was the Supremacy of a Head of the Church to cease after the 
death of St. Peter? No; for if the Church was to continue, so also must 
the Rock continue upon which Christ had built it. 

49. Who has been the visible Head of the Church since the death of St. 
Peter? The Bishop of Rome, commonly called the Pope, who is the legitimate 
Successor of St. Peter in the Episcopal See of Rome. 

50. Why is the Pope called Holy Fatiier? Because he cares for the 
faithful of the Catholic Church as a father cares for his family. 

s1. Was the threefold office, which was common to all the apostles, to 
continue at all times? Yes; according to the appointment of Christ, it was 
to pass from the apostles to their successors, and to continue in them, 
without interruption, to the end of the world. 

52. How do we know this appointment of Christ? From the words 
which He spoke when He conferred the office upon them: “And behold, I 
am with you all days, even to the consummation of the world,” which evi- 
dently can not be understood to have been said to the apostles alone, since 
they, of course, were not to live to the end of the world. 

53. Who are the successors of the apostles? The bishops who are rightly 
consecrated, and are in communion with the Head of the Church, the Pope— 
i. e., the bishops of the Catholic Church. 

54. In what manner do the bishops rule the Church? 1. Each bishop 
governs the diocese or bishopric assigned to him by the Pope. 2. By repre- 
sentation at the general councils of the Church. 

55. Through whom do the bishops exercise their office in the particular 
parishes of their dioceses? Through the priests or pastors sent to them. 

56. Of whom are the priests the successors? Of the seventy-two disciples. 

37. What are the duties of the priests or pastors? They have, in the name 
of the bishop, to preach the Gospel, to administer the Sacraments, and to 
care for the spiritual welfare of their congregations. 

58. Can the priests administer all the Sacraments? No; they can not 
administer the Sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Orders. 

59. By what means are unity and good order maintained in the whole 
Church? By this; that all those who are not priests are with ready obedience 
subordinate to the priests, the priests to the bishops, and the bishops to the 
Pope. 

60. Who, therefore, in this gradual succession, takes the lowest place? 
The non-priests, commonly called the laity. 

61. To whom are they subordinate? To the priests, who in their turn 
are subject to the bishops, and the bishops are subordinate to the Pope. 

62. To whom is the Pope subordinate? To God. 


You know, children, that we should be grateful to our benefactors, 
and the greater the kindness shown to us, the greater ought our 
thanks to be. You thank those who give you bread when you are 
hungry. Why, then, should you not be grateful to the Church that 


' gives you the Bread of life? You are grateful for a drink of water 


when you are parched with thirst. Why, then, should you not thank 
the Church who fortifies you with graces from the source of life? 
You give thanks to parents because they look after your body. Why 
should you not give thanks to the Church who is solicitous for your 
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supreme good, for your soul’s salvation? Honor, therefore, not 
only the Pope and the Bishops, but honor also your priests, You 
should preserve this gratitude and reverence for your pastors al] 
through life, and show it in word and deed. 

How highly Jesus esteemed His Church may be seen from His 
words: “He that heareth you, heareth me; and he that despiseth 
you, despiseth me.” Be therefore always submissive in love and 
gratitude to our Holy Church and her priests. 


XXXIII. 
On THE MARKS OF THE TRUE CHURCH. 


DEAR CHILDREN :—After having examined in our last instruction 
the doctrine of the Church in general, we come to-day to the doctrine 
of the marks of the Church. 

A mark is a characteristic whereby one thing is distinguished 
from another, by which, therefore, we can recognize it. It is 
a question here of the marks of the Church, of those characteristics 
by which we can recognize her to be the right’and true Church, 
and distinguish her from those others which are not the true 
Church. The Catechism asks: “ Has Christ established one Church, 
or more than one?” 

Christ has established only one Church, as He has taught but 
one Faith, instituted one Baptism, and ordained one Teaching and 
Pastoral office for all nations. 

This question may perhaps appear strange to you, but it is in- 
serted here because there are so many different Christian professions 
or denominations which claim also to belong to the one true Church. 
But this is not the case. While, for instance, the Catholic Church 
teaches that good works are necessary for salvation, other denomi- 
nations teach that they are not necessary, but that faith alone will 
save us. While the Catholic Church teaches that the Holy Sacri- 
fice of the Mass is an unbloody renewal of Christ’s death of expiation 
upon the cross, non-Catholics call it idolatry. While the Catholic 
Church believes in an infallible teaching office, the non-Catholics 
reject this, and pretend to interpret Scripture each one in their own 
way. Hence you see how essentially the belief of other Christian 
denominations differs from that of the Catholic. Church. 
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That Christ has only established one Church Holy Scripture gives 
us proof in the following passage: Jesus said to Peter: “ Upon 
this rock I will build my church.” Had Jesus intended to establish 
several Christian churches He would have said: ‘“ Upon this rock 
I will build my churches.” It is then necessary to mention those 
marks and characteristics whereby we may recognize the true 
Church of Christ. 

By what marks may the true Church of Christ be known? 

The true Church of Christ may be known by these four marks: 
1. She is One; 2. She is Holy; 3. She is Catholic; and 4. She is 
Apostolic. A church that claims to be the true Church of Christ 
must therefore bear the above mentioned four marks, and where this 
is not the case, then she is not the true Church of Christ. The first 
mark, then, of the true Church of Christ is unity. Unity exists in a 
community when one wills what the others will; when every member 
mutually pursues the same end. Unity is opposed to disunion. A 
society is disunited when one wills one thing and another some- 
thing else. The Catholic Church is then one because she has at all 
times and everywhere: 1. The same faith, 2. The same sacrifice and 
the same sacraments; 3. One common head. 

Above all things, then, the Catholic Church is one in her faith, 
i. e., she has at all times and in all places taught the same doctrine 
which has come down to her from Jesus and His apostles, and there 
has never been a time in the Catholic Church when she has ever 
taught anything contrary to the doctrine of Jesus and His apostles. 
Whoever teaches other doctrines persists in a heresy, and excludes 
himself from the Catholic Church. For instance, we believe that there 
is only one God in three Persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost. Now, the Catholics in China believe this as well as the 
Catholics of other countries, because the Catholic Church is 
one in her doctrine. The Catholic Church teaches that after this 
earthly life there is another life which will last eternally, where an 
eternal reward awaits the good, but eternal punishment awaits the 
wicked. This is believed by the members of the whole Catholic 
Church because she is one in her doctrine. As there is only one 
sun for our earth which illumines and heats the whole universe, so 
also in the Catholic Church there is only one faith, only one doctrine. 
Let us take for example the protestant denomination. There are 
Lutherans, Episcopalians, Quakers, Methodists, Baptists, Presbyteri- 
ans, etc. ; each sect has a different belief. Is that unity in faith? Most 
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certainly not. Unity in faith can never be destroyed; for through 
the infallible teaching office of the Church Jesus has made it im- 
possible that a false doctrine or heresy can be propagated in the 
Catholic Church. The Catholic Church is also one, 2. In her sacri- 
fice and in her sacraments. The sacrifice which is everywhere 
offered up in the Catholic Church is the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
and throughout the world where there are Catholic priests there it 
is offered up. The Catholic Church is one also in her sacraments, 
At all times and in all places there have never been more nor less 
than seven holy sacraments; not, therefore, in one place nine or ten 
and in another place three, four, or five, but in the whole a 
Church there are seven holy sacraments. 

Finally the Church is one also in her Head. At all times and 
in all places the Roman Pontiff has been acknowledged as the 
visible Head of the Church, and all the Bishops, priests, and laity of 
the Catholic world have acknowledged the duty of obedience 
toward him. 

Why is the Roman Catholic Church evidently holy? 

1. Because her Founder is holy, and she teaches a holy doctrine. 

2. Because she faithfully preserves and dispenses all the means of 
sanctification instituted by Christ; and 

3. Because there are in her at all times saints whose holiness 
God confirms by miracles and extraordinary graces. The Founder 
of the Catholic Church is Jesus Christ the Son of God Him- 
self, He who could say to the Jews: “ Who amongst you can 
accuse me of sin?” The doctrine also of the Catholic Church is 
holy. She makes us resemble God, teaches us to do good and to shun 
evil, and leads us thereby to our own sanctification. 

1. Nowhere in the Catholic Church shall we find that anything 
good is forbidden or anything bad commanded. 

2. To lead us to holiness the Catholic Church dispenses the means 
of salvation instituted by Jesus Christ, the holy sacraments, preaches 
the Divine Word to us, offers up for us the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass, and neglects nothing that can serve for our sanctification. 

3. Lastly, the Catholic Church is holy because there have always 
been saints in her. All members of the Catholic Church without 
exception are sanctified through holy baptism, i. e., they are con- 
secrated to God, and called to holiness. Besides this many members 
have attained to perfect sanctity, which has beeen confirmed by 
miracles from God. Who can count the army of holy martyrs 
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or the multitude of holy virgins? If even certain members of the 
Catholic Church lead unholy lives, the Church ceases as little on 
that account to be holy as a man with a deaf ear, a blind eye or a 
crippled finger ceases to be a man. 

Does a gold coin lose its value by falling in the mud? Does a 
precious stone lose its value by lying under a paving stone? Christ 
Himself has compared His Church to a field in which wheat and 
cockle grows, to a net which gathers in good and bad fish, to a 
wedding banquet at which the worthy and unworthy take part. For 
this reason Christ Himself has instituted for those who fall, the 
Holy Sacrament of Penance, through which they may again become 
holy and upright. We see, therefore, from all this that the Catholic 
Church is holy. 

Why is the Church evidently Catholic or universal? 

1. Because she has continually existed from the time of Christ; 
2. Because she is spread over the whole world; and 3. Because she 
is constantly spreading more and more. 

1. The Church has always been from the time of Christ, i. e., 
for more than 1900 years there has not been a single day or hour 
that she ceased to be. Through this miracle the promise of Jesus is 
fulfilled: “ And behold I am with you all days until the end of 
the world.” The Catholic Church, then, has existed for more than 
1900 years. The greatest storms were incapable of destroying her, 
the greater the persecution, the more brilliantly did she shine. Other 
religious congregations who also call themselves churches fell away 
from truth, and are therefore not Catholic. 

2. The Catholic Church is spread everywhere. This is testified 
to by the 200,000,000 of Christians who live in all parts of the globe. 

3. The Catholic Church also spreads more every day. 

Those men who go fearlessly into the remotest parts of the earth 
and preach the Gospel of Jesus to the heathen and cannibal at 
peril of their lives are called missionaries. For the education of 
these missionaries there exists at Rome a magnificent institution 
- called the Propaganda, where those men who intend to be mis- 
sionaries are instructed in all the known languages of the earth. 
In this institution they celebrate annually. the so-called feast of 
languages, when sermons are delivered in different languages. 
The Jesuits, Franciscans, Dominicans, Redemptorists, Lazarists, 
etc., also labor continually with a holy zeal for the propagation of 
the Catholic Church in the remotest countries of the earth. To pro- 
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vide these men with the necessary means, there exist everywhere 
missionary societies. By the conversion of heathen people the 
Catholic Church is compensated for the loss which she sustains by 
the falling away of slothful and wicked members. 

Why is the Roman Catholic Church evidently apostolic? 

1. Because her origin and doctrine are apostolic. 

2. Because her rulers, the Pope and the Bishops are legitimate 
successors of the apostles. 

(a) The origin of the Catholic Church leads us back to the apostles, 
_ as Christ founded and built His Church altogether upon the apos- 
tles, but particularly upon the Apostle Peter. It was to the apostles 
that Christ transferred His own power, with the commission to con- 
secrate and establish others, and the Holy Ghost was to be their 
helper until the end of the world. The apostles made use of this 
power, and as in a chain the links reach from the first to the last, 
so does the Catholic Church go back to the time of the apostles. 
This is not the case with the non-Catholic religions, for they exist 
through apostasy from the true Church. The doctrine of the Catholic 
Church is also apostolic, for it contains only those truths which she 
received from the apostles, and the apostles from Christ. No doc- 
trine which is contrary to the doctrine of the apostles can find 
admittance or propagation in the Catholic Church. Therefore St. 
Paul the apostle says to the faithful of Ephesus: “ You are built 
upon the foundation of the apostles ” (Eph. ii. 20). 

If we examine the doctrines of non-Catholic religions we find that 
they are contrary to the doctrines received from the apostles; they 
are therefore not apostolic. 

(b) The Catholic Church is apostolic, therefore, because her 
rulers, Pope and Bishops, are the legitimate successors of the apos- 
tles. The apostles received their apostolic mission from Christ and 
gave it to their successors with the power to consecrate and establish 
others. And thus the apostolical mission of the apostles is trans- 
mitted to their legitimate successors until the end of the world. 

If, then, none but the Roman Catholic Church has the marks of 
the one Church of Christ, what follows? 

That the Roman Catholic Church alone is the true Church estab- 
lished by Jesus Christ. There is only one truth, only one true doc- 
trine, only one way which leads to life. Hence Jesus said: “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life; no one cometh to the Father 
but through me.” As therefore there is only one truth, there can 
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also be only one true Church, and this is the Roman Catholic, for 
she alone bears the marks of the true Church of Christ. She alone 
is one, she alone is holy, she alone is Catholic, she alone is apostolic. 
Non-Catholic religions have not a single one of these marks, there- 
fore they can not claim that they belong to the true Church of Christ. 

Application: Pray frequently for the peace and exaltation of the 
Catholic Church and for the conversion of heretics and infidels. 
The peace of the Catholic Church is disturbed by heresy. To pray, 
therefore, for the peace of the Catholic Church means: To ask God 
that heretics may not sow the seed of discord and dissension in the 
Catholic Church. To pray for the exaltation of the Catholic Church 
means to ask God that the same be propagated ever more and more 
over the whole globe. To pray for heretics and infidels means to ask 
God that through the illumination of the Holy Ghost they may be led 
into the bosom of the Catholic Church. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
A THOROUGH REHEARSING OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THIS LESSON. 


1. Of what have we spoken in to-day’s instruction? Of the Marks of 
the Church. 


2. What is understood by a mark? By a mark is understood a char- 
acteristic or quality whereby one thing is distinguished from another. 


3. Of what marks have we spoken to-day? Of the four marks of the 
Catholic Church: 1. That she is one. 2. That she is holy. 3. That she is 
Catholic. 4. That she is apostolic. 


4. With what intention does the Catechism mention the four marks of 
the Catholic Church? That we may learn to know and distinguish the true 
Church of Christ from non-Catholic denominations. 


5. Why do these other denominations not belong to the Catholic Church? 
Because their doctrine and belief differs from the doctrine and belief of the 
Catholic Church. 

6. Did not Christ found several Churches? No; Christ only founded 
one Church, as He taught only one faith. 

7. Can you mention some of the Protestant doctrines which differ from 
ours? The Catholic Church says that good works are necessary for salva- 
tion; Protestants say that faith alone is sufficient for salvation. 

8. What proof can you give that Christ established only one Church? 
Jesus said to Peter: “ Upon this rock I will build my Church.” 

9. Why is the Catholic Church one? Because she has at all times and 
everywhere 1. The same faith. 2. The same Sacrifice and Sacraments, and 
3. One common Head. 

10. Which faith has the Catholic Church at all times and in all places? The 
true faith taught by Christ. 

11. The Catholic Church, for instance, teaches that there is one God in 


three Divine Persons. Where is this believed? This is believed throughout 
Christendom. 
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12. What does the Catholic Church believe of Jesus Christ? Sh i 
that Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God. one 


_ 13. Has there ever been a time or a place in the Catholic Church when 
it was taught and believed otherwise? No; there has been neither a time 
nor a place when it was taught otherwise. 


14. The Catholic Church teaches that after this life the good will be 
rewarded and the wicked punished. Where is this believed and taught? 
Throughout the whole Catholic Church. ; 


15. Does unity of faith prevail amongst non-Catholic denominations? No; 
amongst the numerous Protestant sects there is no unity of faith. 


16. How is unity of faith preserved in the Catholic Church? When a new 
doctrine arises it is decided upon by the infallible teaching office of the 
Church, so that no heresy can spread in the Catholic Church. 


17.. In what other particular is the Catholic Church one? In her Sacrifice 
and in her Sacraments. 


18. What is the only Sacrifice offered to God in the whole of Christendom? 
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 


19. How many Sacraments are there in the Catholic Church? There are 
seven Sacraments. 

20. Has there ever been a time when there were more or fewer Sacra- 
ments in the Catholic Church? No. 

21. Lastly the Catholic Church is one in her Head. - Who is the visible 
Head of the Catholic Church? Our Holy Father the Pope at Rome is the 
legitimate successor of the Apostle St. Peter. 


22. In what way is disunion in faith caused amongst Protestants? By 
each one interpreting the Scriptures in his or her own way. 


23. Which is the second mark or characteristic of the Catholic Church? 
She is Holy. 


24. Why is the Roman Catholic Church evidently Holy? 1. Because her 
Founder is holy and her doctrine is holy. 2. Because she faithfully preserves 
and dispenses all the means of sanctification, and 3. Because there are in 
her at all times saints, whose holiness God confirms by miracles, and extra- 
ordinary graces. 


25. Who is the Founder of the Catholic Church? Her Founder is Jesus 
Christ Himself, the Son of God. 


26. Whence do we see or know that He is holy? Jesus said to the Jews: 
“Which of you can accuse me of sin?” 


27. How can: you prove to me that the doctrine of the Catholic Church 
= also — The Catholic Church always says that we should do good and 
shun evil. 


28. What has Jesus instituted for those who live according to His doc- 
trine and wish to be holy? Jesus Christ has instituted the Holy Sacraments. 

29. What other name is there for the Holy Sacraments? They are also 
called means of sanctification. 

30. Who preserves the means of sanctification established by Jesus, and 
dispenses them to us? The Catholic Church. 

31. Are all the members of the Catholic Church saints? No; all the 
members of the Catholic Church do not become saints. 

. 32. Whose fault is it if they do not all become saints? It is their own 
ault. 

33. What comparisons did I employ to prove that the Catholic Church 
did not cease to be holy because all her members were not holy? If a man 
is deaf in one ear, blind in one eye, or has a crippled finger, he does not 
on that account cease to be 2 man; or, if a gold coin falls in the mud, it 
does not therefore lose its value. 
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34. What similitudes did Christ employ by which we can perceive that 
He knew beforehand that not all the members of His Church would be holy? 
Jesus compared His Church: 1. To a field wherein wheat and cockle grow. 
2. To a net which gathers in good and bad fish, and 3. To a wedding banquet 
of which the worthy and the unworthy partake. 


. Which sacrament did Jesus institute to raise and restore to grace 
those fallen through sin? The Sacrament of Penance. 


36. What do we see from all these proofs? We see that the Catholic 
Church is holy. 


37. What is the third mark of the Church? She is universal or Catholic. 
1. Because she has always existed from the time of Christ. 2. Because she 
is spread over the whole universe, and 3. Is constantly spreading more and 
more. 

38. What means: the Catholic Church has always been since the time 
of Christ? From the time of Christ until now there has never been a time 
when the Catholic Church ceased to be. 


39. How long has the Catholic Church existed uninterruptedly? For 
more than 1900 years. 

40. How long will she last? Until the end of the world. 

41. Why will she endure so long? Because Christ promised His Church 
that the powers of hell should never prevail against her. 

42. What attempts have been made to destroy the Church. Many perse- 
cutions have been carried on against her. 

43. Did these persecutions injure the Church? No; they did not. 

44. Did not many thousands of Christians lose their lives in these perse- 
cutions? Yes; but the greater the number of martyrs the more Christians 
who confessed the faith. 

45. What further proofs have we that the Catholic Church is universal? 
Because she is spread over the whole universe, and because she is spreading 
ever more and more. 

46. Was the Catholic doctrine intended only for certain countries and 
peoples? No; it was intended for all nations and all peoples. 

47. What are those men called who, animated by a holy zeal, travel into 
far countries to spread the Catholic faith? They are called missionaries. 

48. Where are most of the missionaries educated and prepared for their 
vocation? At the Propaganda in Rome. 

49. In what are the missionaries particularly instructed in this institution? 
In foreign languages. 

50. What is the object of the congregation of missions? The object is 
to provide the missionaries with the necessary means that they may be 
enabled to undertake their long journeys. 

51. What is the fourth mark of the Church? That she is apostolic. 

52. Why is the Catholic Church apostolic? Because her origin and 
doctrine are apostolic. 

53. Whence is the word apostolic derived? The word apostolic is de- 
rived from the word apostle. ; 

54. Give me another word in place of origin? Instead of origin we can 
say beginning. 

55. Why is the origin of the Church apostolic? Because Christ built 
oy — upon the apostles as a body, but particularly upon the Apostle 

t. Peter. 

56. How did St. Paul for this reason write in his Epistle to the Ephesians? 
St. Paul wrote: “ You are built upon the foundation of the apostles.” 
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57. In order that these marks of the Catholic Church might not Cease 
what commission did Christ give to His apostles? The commission that the, 
also should consecrate and ordain others. °y 


58. What assistance besides did Jesus promise His Church? Th i 
of the Holy Ghost. a 


59. Did the apostles make use of the power transmitted to them? Yes. 
by conferring the apostolical authority upon others. f 


60. Why is the doctrine of the Catholic Church Apostolic? Because the 
Catholic Church teaches nothing but what Jesus and His apostles taught, 


61. From whom did the apostles receive their mission? From Christ 
Himself. 


62. Now if none but the Catholic Church possesses these four marks 
or characteristics of a true Church of Christ, what is the consequence? That 
the Roman Catholic Church alone is the true Church founded by Christ, 


63. As then you are by the grace of God a member of the Catholic Church, 
what do you owe God for this favor? I owe God the greatest gratitude. 


64. In what way should you show this gratitude? By remaining always 
faithful to the Catholic Church. 


65. What is the application? “To pray frequently for the peace and 
—o of the Catholic Church, and for the conversion of heretics and 
infidels. 


66. What means: to pray for the peace of the Catholic Church? It means: 
“to ask God that heretics may not sow the seeds of dissension and of discord 
in the. Catholic Church.” 


67. What means: to pray for the exaltation of the Catholic Church? It 
means: to ask God that the Catholic Church may be more and more propa- 
gated upon the earth. 


68. What means: to pray for heretics and infidels? It means: to ask 
God that they may be enlightened by the Holy Spirit and return to the 
bosom of Mother Church. 

The doctrine of the marks of the Church is especially intended 
to found a firm faith in every Catholic that only the Roman Cathelic 
Church is the true Church established by Christ. The firmer this 
faith is founded in a Christian the less danger is there of falling 
away from the Catholic Church: for those only fall away from the 
Catholic Church who do not know her worth and her privileges. 
Pray, therefore, for the fidelity and steadfastness of those who 
already belong to the Catholic Church. 


XXXIV. 
On THE AIM AND: PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH. 


DEAR CHILDREN :—In the course of instruction we arrive to-day 
at the doctrine of the Purpose of the Church. When we ask for the 
Purpose of the Church we mean by that, with what intention and to 
what end has Christ established His Church. 











AN EXPLANATION OF THE CATECHISM. 1099 


The Catechism asks : “ For what purpose has Christ established the 
Church?” 

Christ has established the Church that by her He might lead all 
men to eternal salvation. 

This fact shows how great a love Jesus Christ has toward us 
men. He did not deem it sufficient to die the death of atonement 
upon the cross, but also He wished to give to the future generations 
the possibility of going to Him in heaven. The Catechism states 
distinctly that the Church founded by ‘Christ is to make all men 
blessed. This disposes of the false doctrine that certain human 
beings are elected for heaven while others are destined for hell. As 
mentioned before, such doctrine is contrary to divine justice. God 
wills that through His Church all human beings should obtain salva- 
tion, and that the fruits and graces of the death of atonement of Jesus 
Christ should be a benefit to all men unto the end of the world. 
The Church was to prevent for all time the separation of mankind 
from God. By the establishment of the Church Jesus Christ wished 
to unite all mankind to one holy body, of which He was the head. 

What has Jesus provided so that the Church may be enabled to 
serve this purpose? 

He has entrusted to His Church His doctrines, the means of His 
grace and power, and the assistance of the Holy Ghost. 

Christ then has given His Church these things for obtaining 
the object of her establishment, namely: 

1. His doctrine; 

2. His means of grace; 

3. His power ; 

4. The assistance of the Holy Ghost. 

I. The doctrine of Jesus shows us the way to heaven, it teaches 
us what good we must do and what evil we must avoid to obtain 
eternal salvation. To assist our human weakness and to help us 
and strengthen us to love and do the good, and to hate and avoid the 
evil, Jesus has: 

_ II. Transmitted to His Church the means of grace established 
by Him, so that every one who thirsteth for the divine grace may be 
satisfied. 

III. To insure to His Church eternal duration, Jesus has en- 
dowed her with His powers, particularly with the power of appoint- 
ing Bishops as legitimate successors of the apostles. 

IV. Christ has furthermore given to His Church the special 
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assistance of the Holy Ghost, so that she might perpetually preserye 
the divine doctrine uncorrupted, rightly administer the means of 
grace, and exercise her powers for the salvation of mankind. 

Yet there might arise the doubt whether the doctrines given to ys 
by Jesus have been preserved pure and uncorrupted through these 
many centuries, and the question will arise, by whom was this done? 

The Catechism answers: 

“ By the Infallible Teaching Body of the Church.” Infallible jg 
he who can not fail. The Church is infallible in her doctrines be- 
cause in her teaching she can not fail. This infallibility is not 
human, but is the work of the Holy Ghost, who enlightens and 
governs the Church. By the decisions of this teaching body there 
are kept away from the Catholic Church all doctrines which are 
contrary to the teachings of Jesus Christ and His apostles. 

Who composes this infallible teaching body? 

The Pope and the Bishops united with him. The Pope is the 
legitimate successor of the Apostle St. Peter, and the Bishops are the 
legitimate successors of the other apostles. In the same way as 
the apostles taught under the leadership of St. Peter, so do the 
Bishops under the leadership of the Pope, and so do they form 
with him the infallible teaching body of the Church. 

If there is a teaching Church, there must also be a Church to 
be taught which is subject to the teaching Church. To this learning 
Church belong the laymen. It is their duty to submit to the edicts 
of the infallible Church. 

Why is the teaching Church called infallible? Because, by the 
assistance of the Holy Ghost, she is secured against erring both in 
matters of faith and of morals. 

As I told you before, the infallibility of the Church it not the 
work of man, but the action of the Holy Ghost, who leads, en- 
lightens, and governs the Church. The Church as an infallible 
teaching body in her edicts is only an organ, an instrument, of the 
Holy Ghost. 

This infallibility extends to matters of faith and morals, i. e., the 
Catholic Church by virtue of her infallibility can never assert a 
doctrine of faith or morals which is contrary to the divine teachings 
of Jesus Christ. 

Who assures us that the teaching Church can not err? 

Christ Himself, who has given us the threefold promise, that 

1. He will be with her all days, even to the consummation of the 
world. 





AN EXPLANATION OF THE CATECHISM. i101 


2. That the Spirit of Truth shall abide with her forever, and 

3. That the gates of hell shall not prevail against her. 

Firstly: Jesus Christ has given to His Church the promise that 
He Himself will remain with the teaching office all days unto the 
end of the world. Therefore Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the 
eternal truth, is in His Church. If then God can not fail, the Church 
can not fail, because God is with her. 

Secondly: Jesus Christ has given the promise that the spirit of 
truth shall be with the teaching office unto all eternity. The apostles 
have confessed to this guidance of the Church by the Holy Ghost 
in the utterance: “ It has pleased the Holy Ghost and us not to put 
any further burden upon you,” and in the council of the Church the 
Bishops of the Church call themselves “assembled in the Holy 
Spirit,” which means that they are led and directed by the Holy 
Ghost. 

Thirdly: Jesus has given His Church the promise that the powers 
of hell shall not prevail against her. This promise has been un- 
doubtedly confirmed by the existence of the Church for now over 
1900 years, and has been especially proved by her continuance 
through the early persecutions. 

Therefore, St. Paul the apostle calls the Church with perfect 
right, “ A pillar and foundation of truth.” 

What must we do, then, when any disputes arise in matters of 
faith? We must abide by the decisions of the teaching body of the 
Church. As the weak are led by the strong, as the child is led by . 
its mother, so must the faithful accept with confidence the edicts 
of the teaching body of the Church in the full conviction,that this 
teaching body is assisted by the Holy Ghost, and can speak nothing 
but the truth. 

The most learned men, such as Gregory the Great, submitted 
themselves to the decisions of the Church. 

What else are we bound to do to merit eternal salvation? 

To merit salvation we are bound to be ever obedient children of 
. the Catholic Church, i. e., to believe in her doctrines, to make use 
of her means of grace and to obey her commandments. 

The Church is our spiritual mother, for she has given us a new 
birth in baptism, and through the Holy Ghost made us the children of 
God. She nourishes us spiritually with the true bread of heaven, she 
gives us strength through the living source of the Holy Sacraments, 
and makes us partakers of the merits of Jesus Christ. By her rules of 
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conduct she brings us up in the fear of the Lord, accompanies ys 
through life and gives us consolation at the hour of death. There. 
fore, it is our duty to believe her teachings, keep her command. 
ments, and use her means of her grace. Just as a child should obey 
its natural parents, so should we obey our spiritual mother, the 
Church ; and just as God has promised to good ehildren His special 
blessing, so will this special blessing be given to those who honor 
their spiritual mother, the Church. 

Who teaches us this duty? 

Jesus Christ Himself, with the words: “If he will not hear the 
Church, let him be to thee as the heathen and publican.” Every one, 
therefore, who does not submit to the teachings of faith and morals 
of the Church can have no part in her prayers and treasures of 
grace and no part in God. As Jesus Christ says: “ He that be. 
lieveth not, shall be condemned.” What do we profess by the 
words: “I believe in the Holy Catholic Church?” We profess to 
believe that Jesus Christ has established an infallible Church, which 
we must confess and obey without reserve if we would obtain eternal 
salvation, and that this is no other than the Roman Catholic Church, 

It is in the Catholic Church that there is truth, for the Catholic 
Church alone has preserved in its purity and without alteration the 
divine teachings as they were revealed by Jesus Christ. The 
Catholic Church represents upon earth the person of Christ. As 
Jesus says, that he who believes in Him shall be saved, so can those 
only be saved who listen to the Church, believe in her teachings, 
keep her commandments, and make use of her means of grace. 

The application of this is: ‘“ Honor and love the Church like your 
mother, submit humbly to all her laws and orders, for he who does 
not want to have the Church for his mother, can not have God for 
his father.” 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


A THOROUGH REHEARSING OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THIS LESSON. 


1. What have we spoken of to-day? Of the purpose of the Church. 

2. What do we understand by the purpose of the Church? We mean 
by that, with what intention and to what end Christ has established His 
Church. 

. For what end has Christ established the Church? Christ has estab- 
lished the Church that by her He might lead all men to eternal salvation. 

. Who is to be led by the Church to eternal salvation? All men are 
to be led by the Church to eternal salvation. 
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5. To what are all men to be led by the Church? To eternal salvation. 

6. What has Jesus proved by the fact that the Church founded by Him 
was to lead all men to salvation? Jesus has proved by this His great love for 
man. 

_ To what did Jesus Christ wish to unite all men by the establishment of 
His Church? He wished to unite them to one Holy Body. ; 

8. Who was to be the head of this body? Jesus Christ Himself, the Son 
of God. 

. What has Jesus provided so that the Church may be enabled to serve 
this purpose? He has given her the assistance of the Holy Ghost. 

10. To what purpose has Christ given His teachings to the Church? The 
teachings of Christ tell us what is the will of God, what good we must do, 
and what evil avoid. 

11. But as we are too weak of ourselves to fulfil the Gospel of Christ, 
what more has Christ entrusted to His Church? He has entrusted to her 
His means of grace. 

12. What are these means of grace? The Holy Sacraments. 

13. Who can strengthen himself in good works by the Holy Sacraments? 
Every Christian can strengthen himself in good works by the Holy Sacra- 
ments. 

14. With what has Jesus endowed His Church so as to give her everlasting 
duration? He has endowed the Church with His own power. 

15. Which power especially? Especially the power to appoint and conse- 
crate bishops as the successors of the apostles. 

16. What else has Christ given to His Church? The assistance of the 
Holy Ghost. 

17. For what purpose has Christ given to the Church the assistance of 
the Holy Ghost? That she may preserve the divine doctrine pure and un- 
corrupted, administer rightly the means of grace, and exercise her powers 
for the salvation of mankind. 

18. How should the doctrine of Christ be kept? It should be kept pure 
and uncorrupted. 

19. When is it kept pure and uncorrupted? When it remains as it origin- 
ally was; when nothing is added thereto nor taken therefrom, nor anything 
altered. 

20. By whom is the divine doctrine kept pure and uncorrupted? By the 
infallible teaching body of the Church. 

21. When can you say of a person that he is infallible? When a person 
can neither err nor fail you call him infallible. 

22. What do we mean when we say that the teaching body of the Church 
is infallible? That it can not err in doctrines of faith and morals. 

23. Who forms this infallible teaching body? The Pope and the bishops 
of the Catholic Church united with him. 

24. Why especially these? Because they are the rightful successors of 
the apostles. 

25. Who is subject to the teaching body of the Church? Those who 
must learn, viz., the laity. 

26. What duty has the learning Church toward the teaching Church? It 
has the duty of submitting to the edicts of the teaching body. 

27. Why is this teaching body declared infallible? Because on account 
of be assistance of the Holy Ghost it can not err in matters of faith and 
morals. 

28. Is then the infallibility of the Church the work of man or the work 
of God? It is the work of God the Holy Ghost. 
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29. When and on what occasions does the infallibility of the Church 
prove itself? When erroneous doctrines arise and are decided by the general 
councils of the Church. 


30. What are the decisions of such general councils of the Church? The 
are infallible. y 
31. From whom have we the assurance that the teaching body of the 
Church is infallible? From Jesus Christ Himself, who has given the three. 
fold promise that (a) He will be with her all days, even to the consum. 
mation of the world. (b) That the spirit of truth shall abide with her forever 
(c) That the gates of hell shall not prevail against her. , 

32. Who then is always with the Church? Jesus Christ Himself a 
Holy Ghost. “7 

33. If then Jesus Christ and the Holy Ghost are and remain with the 
Church, can she err? No; she can not err. 

34. How have the apostles declared that in their decisions they are leq 
by the Holy Ghost? Through the saying of the Bible: “It has pleased the 
Holy Ghost and us not to put any further burden upon you.” 

35. How do the bishops assembled in council call themselves? They call 
themselves ‘‘ assembled in the Holy Ghost.” 


36. They confess, therefore, that they stand under the guidance of the 
Holy Ghost. How has this threefold promise of Jesus Christ proved itself? 
By the existence for now over 1900 years of the Catholic Church. 


37. What, for this reason, was the Church called by St. Paul? It was 
called a pillar and foundation of truth. 


38. What must we do then when there arises a dispute in matters of faith? 
We must abide by the decision of the teaching body of the Church. 


39. When you are afraid and in danger, where do you go for protection? 
To my parents. 


40. Why? Because I believe that they will protect me. 


41. From whom does a weak person generally seek aid and protection? 
From a stronger one. 


42. If then by a newly arising false doctrine danger is threatening our 
faith, to whom should we go for advice, aid, and protection? To the infallible 
teaching body of the Church. 

43. What will it protect us from? It will protect us from error. 

44. What is it our duty to do to obtain salvation? It is our duty to be at 
all times obedient children of the Catholic Church, i. e., to believe in her 
teachings, to use her means of grace, and to keep her commandments. 

45. What should be our relation to the Church? The relation of a child. 

46. Why should it be that of a child? Because the Church is our mother. 

47. What does every mother possess for her child? A mother has the 
greatest love for her child. 

48. Has the Church also a great love for us? Yes; the Church has a great 
love for us. 

49. What did the Church do for your salvation immediately after your 
birth? I was baptized. 

50. When a man sins and repents of his sins, what does the Church do: 
in God’s name? She forgives the sinner his sins. 


51. When you are a little older what sacrament will you then receive? 
The Holy Eucharist. 

52. When two persons are united in matrimony what sacrament do they 
receive? The Sacrament of Matrimony. 


53. When a person is dangerously ill which sacrament does the Church 
administer to him? The Sacrament of Extreme Unction. 
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4. When a person dies how does the Church show her love for him or 
her? She buries them and prays for them. 

5s. You see then that the Catholic Church really loves her children in 
the highest degree. It is therefore only right and just when the children 
love their mother, revere and obey her. A child who does not do this is a bad 
child, and you know that bad children draw God’s curse down upon them. 
Be therefore always obedient to the Catholic Church as to your spiritual 
mother, and then God’s blessing will not be wanting to you. Who teaches 
us this obligation? Jesus Christ Himself with the words: If he will not 
hear the Church, let him be to thee as the heathen and publican. 

56. If anybody does not submit to Mother Church what consequences 
will he have to suffer? He will exclude himself from the Catholic Church. 

57. What consequences will this exclusion have? He will have no part 
or share in the prayers and means of grace of the Church. 

58. What do we confess by the words: “T believe in the Holy Catholic 
Church?” We confess that Christ has established an infallible Church, which 
we must confess and obey without reserve, and that this is no other than 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

59. Is, then, the Church a human institution? No; it is a divine institution. 

60. What obligation arises therefrom? The obligation that we must 
believe and obey her without reserve. 

61. What obligation has he who is born in the Catholic Church? He 
must remain true to her. 

62. What is opposed to this adherence to the Church? Apostasy. 

63. What are men to be compared with who fall away from the Church? 
With the withered saplings which are cut from the vine. 

64. What is the application? Honor and love your Church like your 
mother, and submit humbly to her laws and orders, for he who will not 
have the Church for his mother can not have God for his father. The Church 
has in her motherly love only one care, that is, to give man salvation through 
his virtue. The Church’s only concern is to make her children happy, and 
he who wants to make me happy is my friend, whom I esteem, revere, and 
love, to whom I am attached and grateful. But the Church is more than 
our friend; she is our mother. Therefore our love for her should be a filial 
love and we should prove our love for her by a willing and cheerful obedience. 
And if we always give to our Mother Church honor, love, and obedience, 
we will with her help enter into eternal life. 


XXXV. 
On THE PROPAGATION AND PRESERVATION OF THE CHURCH. 


DEAR CHILDREN :—You have already heard that Jesus established 
His Church for all men and for all times. As she is intended for all 
men, she had to spread herself from Judea to the other countries of 
the earth, and as she is destined for all times, she must preserve her- 
self from one age to another until the end of the world. The 
instruction of to-day will treat of this. It shows us how the Church 
is spread over the whole universe, and in what a miraculous manner 
she is preserved by God. 

After the apostles had received the Holy Ghost upon the feast 
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of Pentecost they went forth into the world and preached the Gospel 
to all mankind. And as their mission was a divine one and their 
work a divine work, they also had most abundant success. 

St. Peter alone by his preaching converted 8,000 persons to 
Christianity. As in a fertile field the seed sown soon comes up and 
grows, and as a sweet odor permeates quickly all through a house, 
with the same remarkable rapidity did Christianity spread over the 
whole earth. 

Already at the end of the second century one-half of the immense 
Roman Empire was Christian: Britain, Spain, Africa, Egypt, 
Arabia, India, Asia Minor, Germany, Greece, Italy, and other 
countries had their Bishops. 

If this fact is remarkable in itself, it is rendered still more so 
from the fact that the Gospel of Jesus was opposed to the spirit of 
the world. It exacted of its confessors humility, self-denial, morti- 
fication of the flesh, mastery over sensual desires and passions, 
temperance, chastity, contempt of worldly goods, etc, whilst pagan- 
ism permitted just the reverse. It can not be denied, therefore, that 
this success could not come from men, but from God alone. Why 
could not this success have come from men? Because the Christian 
Church spread itself in an incredibly short time over the whole 
universe, while men themselves, the Jews as well as pagans, kings 
and emperors, did their utmost to prevent her propagation. 

The oppression and persecution of the Christian Church began 
in the times of the apostles, and continued for many centuries. 

What did men do to prevent the spreading of the Gospel of 
Jesus? 

Out of hatred of the Christian doctrine which condemned their 
vices, they persecuted and tortured the Christians for three centuries 
in the most cruel manner. 

The apostles were not only thrown into prison, they were tortured 
and put to death. The first martyr was St. Stephen, who was stoned 
to death. James the Greater was beheaded; James the Less was 
thrown from the Temple and killed. The Roman Emperor Nero was a 
terrible tyrant toward Christians. It was in his reign that St. Peter 
was crucified and St. Paul beheaded. So as to have an excuse 
for his persecution, he himself caused Rome to be set on fire, and 
then he put the blame upon the Christians. He tortured the Chris- 
tians in such a manner that crucifixion and beheading were the least 
cruel of martyrdoms. He caused the Christians to be sewn up in the 
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skins of animals, chased by dogs, finally covered with pitch and set 
on fire, etc. Also under the Emperor Domitian the blood of the 
Christians flowed in streams. During this time St. John was cast 
into boiling oil; but, his life being preserved, he was exiled to the 
island of Patmos. 

No less horrible was the persecution of Christians under the 
Emperors Adrian, Anthony, Marcus Aurelius, Septimus Severus. 
Decius, Valerian, Diocletian. Twenty-eight Popes alone endured 
martyrdom under the persecutions of the Roman emperors, not to 
mention the hundreds of thousands of Christian martyrs who shed 
their blood for Jesus. 

This condition of the most frightful persecution of the Christians 
lasted for 300 years. But every drop of blood of the martyrs was 
a seed always producing more Christians. 

If Christianity had been man’s work it would certainly have 
yielded before the blind fury of its enemies. But the doctrine of 
Jesus took root deeper and deeper, and spread itself further and 
further. 

God had shown sufficiently that the foundation of the Church: 
was His work, and that all the powers of the earth could not prevail 
against her. Now He granted her peace. 

Who gave the Church peace after 300 years? 

The Emperor Constantine the Great finally gave peace to the 
Church. 

He reigned from the year 306 until the year 337. 

How did he give peace to the Church? 

He took the Christians and their Bishops under his protection, 
allowed the Christians the free practice of their religion, had many 
Christian churches built, gave orders that no more evildoers were 
to be crucified, because Christ had died upon the cross for mankind, 
he abolished the bloody gladiatorial games, and made the Lord’s 
day, Sunday, a feast-day for the people. 

His good example moved thousands of pagans to be baptized and 
converted to the Divine Doctrine, and soon the temples of the pagan 
idols stood empty and forsaken. In a short while paganism was 
completely conquered in the Roman kingdom, and the Christian re- 
ligion reigned forevermore. 

How was Constantine moved to this? 

By the miraculous appearance of a cross in the heavens with the 
inscription : “ By this sign shalt thou conquer!” 
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History relates the following: In the year 306 after the birth of 
Christ, Constantine, a son of the Roman emperor Constantine 
Chlorus, who was favorably inclined toward Christians, was pro- 
claimed emperor by his soldiers. At the same time Maxentius 
proclaimed himself emperor of Rome, War arose between these two 
emperors, the outcome of which threatened misfortune to Con- 
stantine. Thereupon he besought the true God for help and received 
a sign of divine assistance. He and his army saw in the heavens a 
brilliant cross with the inscription, “ By this sign shalt thou con- 
quer.” Constantine had a flag made according to this sign and 
caused it to be carried before him in the battle. Courageously he 
attacked the superior enemy and defeated him. From that moment 
Constantine was the champion and protector of Christianity. 

In uninterrupted succession until our day 264 Popes have guided 
the bark of Peter through the most violent storms of the period 
with courage and success. Great kingdoms have come and gone, 
people have stepped upon the stage of history and disappeared 
again, the Church of Christ alone stands immovably firm like a light- 
house amidst the rushing waters of the sea unharmed, and always 
gleaming with the same brilliancy to enlighten, protect and bless 
humanity. 

Has the Church had no more enemies to combat since the time of 
Constantine? 

The Church has always had many and powerful enemies, but they 
never could and never will overpower her. 

These prophecies of Jesus are continually being fulfilled in the 
Church: “ As they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you.” 
“ The gates of hell will never prevail against you” (the Church). 

Why can the Church never be overcome? 

Because Christ has promised that it shall not be. The Church 
resembles a rock in the sea. No matter how the waves dash against 
it, they can never wear away the rock. One wave after another 
dashes against it, but one after the other breaks itself upon the 
rock and is dissolved in foam and spray. 

St. Ambrose feelingly and beautifully calls the Church a ship 
which can never suffer shipwreck, for at her mast stands Christ, 
at her prow is seated God the Father, and she is steered by the Holy 
Ghost. 

Who have been the most dangerous enemies of the Church since 
Constantine? 
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The heretics who separated themselves from the Catholic Church 
and formed their own communities or sects. 

In the same way as the sicknesses of mankind are twofold, interior 
and exterior, so also the Church has a twofold enemy, interior and 
exterior. The interior enemy, which like a malady attacks the in- 
testines of the Church, are the heretics, who, blinded by pride, will 
not submit themselves to the doctrine of the Catholic Church. In 
the place of truth they set up error and lies, lead others into error, 
and, like the revolutionists in the public life of the state, they seek 
to bring disunion and confusion into the Church. Jesus Christ 
said: “ There will arise many false prophets (teachers), and they 
will seduce many.” “ Take heed that no one seduce you.” 

Why does God permit sects to arise? 

1. In order that by the falling away the Church may be purified 
of rotten and infectious members. Gold has to be purified in the fire 
from the dross which surrounds it, and wheat has to be separated 
from the chaff. 

2. So that the Catholic doctrine may be strengthened anew and 
more clearly understood. The different sects may be compared to 
a thunderstorm. In some places it causes damage, but it always 
purifies the air and promotes by fertilizing rains the growth of 
plants. As God in His infinite wisdom knows how to turn even 
wickedness itself into good, so also apostasy from the Catholic 
Church serves for her good. 

When, for instance, heretics arose denying the Divinity of Jesus 
Christ, then the Church at the councils of Nice and Constantinople 
explained the second article of the creed more clearly and completely. 

So also the council of Trent in opposition to the heresies of the 
so-called Reformers decided plainly and decisively upon tradition, 
upon the number of sacraments, upon original sin and justifica- 
tion, upon the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, upon purgatory, upon 
the saints and the veneration of relics, and upon the power of 
indulgences. 

How is God wont to replace apostasy from the Church? 

He replaces the apostasy of degenerate Christians by the con- 
version of heathen people who make better use of the gift of faith. 
While during the period of the Reformation thousands of persons in 
Germany and other European countries accepted Luther’s doctrines, 
the Spanish and Portuguese missionaries converted millions of 
Indians in the newly discovered continent of America. St. Francis 
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Xavier did the same in India and Japan. Thus the Church has 
always her consolation, and what she loses in one place she gains 
in another. 
How is the doctrine of the Church confirmed and made clearer? 
Principally by the decisions of the General Councils, or Church 
assemblies, which, enlightened by the Holy Ghost, explain the old 
Catholic doctrines infallibly, confirm them, and condemn the 
new heresies. A Council is an assembly of Bishops and other rulers 
of the Church under the Presidency of the Pope for the purpose of 
deciding upon existing heresies, particularly in things pertaining 
to faith and morals, to form resolutions upon ecclesiastical arrange- 
ments and customs. We believe that the decisions of these Councils 
are infallible, because the Teaching office is under the guidance of 
the Holy Ghost, who is infallible. 
The following is a list of General Councils: 
1. The Council of the Apostles at Jerusalem. 
a. * Mi at Nice in the year 325 
“ Constantinople in the year 381 
“ Ephesus . 431 
“ Chalcedony 451 
“ Constantinople 553 
“ Constantinople 680 
Nice 787 
Constantinople 869 
First Rome 1123 
. Second “ Rome 1139 
. Third “ ““ Rome 1179 
. Fourth “ “ Rome 1215 
. First “ “ Lyons 1245 
. Second “ “ Lyons 1274 
. The “ “ Vienna I31I 
1 “ Florence 1439 
Constance in the years 1414-1418 
“Treat ii 1545-1563 
“ Vatican in the year 1869 
A steadfast faith and a firm belief are expected of us. A man 
stands firmly, only an infant totters from side to side. A Christian 
who is well instructed in his holy religion understands the Divinity 
of Christianity, and therefore is faithful to the same and permits 
nothing to seduce him to apostasy. Only those Christians who are 
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poorly instructed in Christianity float about upon the waters like a 
ship without a rudder or steersman, they are blown hither and thither, 
like a reed driven by the wind. 

Application: Thank God fervently that you are a child of the 
Catholic Church, upon which God’s blessing rests so evidently. 
Honor her by a truly Christian manner of living, otherwise it will 
avail you nothing to belong to her. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
A THOROUGH REHEARSING OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THIS LESSON. 


1. Of what have we spoken to-day? Of the propagation and preserva- 
tion of the Church. 

2. For whom did Christ establish His Church? For all the people of 
the whole world. 

3. How long is the Church of Christ to last? Until the end of the world. 

4. Who began to spread the doctrine of Jesus over the whole world? The 
apostles. 

5. In what way? They went into all parts of the earth and preached 
the Word of God. 

6. What was the result of the apostles’ preaching? It was abundantly 
successful—a proof that it did not come from men but from God. 

7. Which of the apostles preached at Jerusalem? The Apostle St. Peter, 
where he converted eight thousand persons. 

8. What comparisons did I employ concerning the propagation of the 
Divine Word? As in a fertile field the good seed sown soon comes up 
and flourishes, and as a sweet odor permeates through a house, so also did 
Christianity spread itself quickly over the whole earth. 

9g. Through what circumstance is the spread of Christianity still more 
wonderful? Because the Gospel of Jesus is opposed to paganism and the 
spirit of the world. 

10. What does Christianity ask of its followers? It asks: humility, self- 
denial, mortification, temperance, chastity, contempt of worldly goods. 

11. When did the persecutions and oppression of the Christians begin? 
At the time of the apostles. ; 

12. And how long did they continue? For three hundred years. 

13. What was done to the apostles? They were thrown into prison and 
tortured. 

14. Who was the first martyr? St. Stephen, who was stoned to death. 

15. What happened to St. James the Greater? He was beheaded. 

16. What befell St. James the Lesser? He was hurled from the Temple 
and killed. 

17. What was done to St. John? He was put into a vessel filled with 
boiling oil, and as this did not injure him, he was exiled to the island 
of Patmos. 

18. Who was the greatest tyrant to the Christians? The Roman Em- 
peror Nero. 

19. What did he do so as to have an excuse for his persecutions? He 
o~ the city of Rome to be set on fire, and then said that the Christians 
ad done it. 
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20. How many Popes died a martyr’s death? Twenty-eight. 


21. Where were the most violent persecutions of the Christians? Ip 
the city of Rome. 


22. What may be truly said of the effect of these persecutions upon the 
Church? “ That the blood of martyrs was the seed of new Christians,” 


23. What did this prove? That the establishment of the Christian Church 
was not human work, but a work of God. 


24. What did God wish to show mankind still further? That no power 
upon earth could do anything against Christianity. 


25. Through whom did God at last give peace to the Church? Through 
the Emperor Constantine the Great. 

(The pupils will now relate what they know of the conversion, etc., of 
Emperor Constantine.) 


26. How long has the Catholic Church been in existence? For more than 
nineteen hundred years. 


27. The Christian reckoning of time gives us an exact explanation on 
this point, for whilst the Jews count their years from the creation of the 
world, the Christians count theirs from the birth of Christ, and the date 
of the year about which we are writing indicates how long the Catholic 
Church has already existed. Can you tell me how many Popes have reigned 
during these nineteen hundred years? Two hundred and sixty-four. 


28. What has happened during this time to great states and kingdoms? 
They have disappeared. 


29. What, however, has happened to the Church of Christ? She remains 
immovably firm. 


30. To what may she be compared? To a rock in the sea. 


31. Has the Church had no enemies to combat since the persecution of 
the Christians? The Church has always had many powerful enemies, but 
she never can and never will be overpowered by them. 


32. To what does St. Ambrose compare the Church? To a ship that 
can never suffer shipwreck. 

33. Which were and remain the most dangerous enemies of the Church? 
The most dangerous enemies were the heretics who tore themselves away 
from the Catholic Church and formed their own sects. 

34. Why are they called sects? Because they are cut off from the true 
Church like a branch from the vine. 

35. Did Christ foretell that there would be sects? Yes; Christ and His 
apostles foretold it plainly and repeatedly. 

36. Can you give me the Scripture text for this? Jesus said: “There 
will arise false Prophets (teachers) amongst you, and they will seduce 
many. Take heed that no one seduce you.” 

37. Why does God permit sects to arise? God permits it: 1. So that 
through apostasy the Church may be purified of its corrupt and wicked 
members. 

38. Why does God further permit sects to arise? So that the Catholic 
doctrine may be confirmed anew, and understood better. 

39. How is apostasy from the Catholic Church compensated for? By the 
conversion of the heathen, who make a better use of the grace of faith. 

40. How is the doctrine of the Church strengthened and better understood ? 
Principally by the decisions of the general councils or Church assemblies, 
which enlightened by the Holy Spirit, explain infallibly the old Catholic 
doctrines, and confirm them, and condemn the new heresies. 
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41. What is a council? An assembly of bishops and other rulers of the 
Church under the presidency of the Pope, for the purpose of deciding matters 
of faith and morals, then to form resolutions upon ecclesiastical arrangements 
and customs. 

. What occasioned the Council of Trent? The heretical teachings of 
the reformers, Luther and Calvin. 

43. What did the Council of Trent do? It unanimously condemned the 
injurious heresies and made many wholesome ordinances. 

44. Can you name some of these ordinances? 1. It determined which Books 
were to be accepted as belonging to Holy Scripture. 2. It defined more 
exactly the doctrine of original sin. 3. It treated of the doctrine of the holy 
sacraments, particularly of the Sacrament of Penance, and of the Holy 
Eucharist, of Marriage, of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, of Purgatory, of 
the veneration of Saints and relics, and of Indulgences. 

45. What arrangements did Christ make in order that we might not be 
without counsel when heresies arise? Jesus Christ instituted pastors and 
teachers. 

46. What are these pastors and teachers called collectively? The ecclesi- 
astical teaching office. 

. What purpose, what end has this teaching office? It is intended to 
keep the Catholic doctrine pure and unadulterated. 

48. How does it do this? By the assistance of the Holy Ghost. 

49._ What would take place if this teaching office of the Church were not 
there? We should not be able to distinguish truth from error in the new 
doctrines which arose. 

50. What should we resemble under these conditions? A waving reed 
blown about by the wind. 

51. What does he resemble who is firmly attached to his Church? An 
oak, which is firmly rooted in the earth. 

52. What does this mean? That he is firm in his faith. 


53. Which Christians are the first to fall away from their holy religion? 
Those who are poorly instructed in their faith. 


54. Why is this the case? Because they do not understand the divinity of 
Christianity. 

55. What duty does this impose upon us? That we should be thoroughly 
instructed in the Christian doctrine. 

56. What is the application? To thank God fervently that you are a 
child of the Catholic Church, upon which God’s blessing rests so unmis- 
takably. But do her honor by a truly Christian way of living, otherwise 
it will not avail you anything to belong to her. 
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The Life of Jesus Christ: Embracing the entire Gospel Narrative, 
By Rev. Walter Elliott, C.S.P. (New York: The Catholic Book 
Exchange.) 


This work differs widely in plan and object from any of the other 
Lives of Our Blessed Redeemer that have so far appeared in 
English. It does not profess nor aspire to supplement or replace 
any one of them. It is shorn absolutely of any display of erudition. 
No foot notes; no array of authors consulted. No parade of 
conflicting views, fantastic opinions, learned conceits, or curious 
legends. Simply a reverential and devotional summary of the 
Life of our Lord, gleaned methodically from the narrative con- 
tained in the four Gospels and developed by the author in 
language of charming clearness, simplicity, and unction. One 
feels immediately that the author has not written for the sake of 
appearing inprint, but from the conviction that he would be 
able to carry into many souls a better knowledge and deeper love 
of the Saviour of mankind. That his conviction was not an illusion 
no one will doubt who reads. 

It would appear that the book is intended primarily for the laity, 
and it is to be hoped that it will have an unprecedented circulation 
among’ them. 

But, in addition to this, it will be found most useful to ecclesias- 
tical students as parallel reading with other more scientific or 
critical works; and even priests will find it helpful and suggestive. 

Its copious illustrations add not a little to its attractiveness for the 
general reader, while they at the same time forcibly impress the 
beautiful lesson upon the mind. 


* & a 


The Leopard’s Spots: A Romance of the White Man’s Burden. 
By Thos. Dixon, Jr. (New York: Doubleday, Page & Co.) 

Though the author himself calls his work a romance, he evidently 
intends his readers to suppose that it is founded on a much larger 
proportion of actual fact than usually forms the basis of a work of 
fiction. 

His object is to set forth in an attractive form the severe ordeal 
through which the South has been passing for the last thirty-five 
years. 
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The utter desolation of the South at the close of the war; the 
heroic efforts of the whites to accept the situation ; the high-handed 
outrages perpetrated by “carpetbag” rule; the incalculable evil 
resulting from it for the negro; and the consequent estrangement 
of the two races, are his principal topics; and while the picture he 
paints is a somber one, and sometimes even lurid, a candid reader 
fairly acquainted with the last thirty years’ history of the South 
will probably admit that even after making a heavy deduction for 
romantic license, stage effects, and partisan prejudice (either natural 
or acquired by residence in the South), there still remains an amount 
of honest truth and stubborn fact worthy of very careful study. 

The book unquestionably contains many striking facts and argu- 
ments strongly put; but on the whole, we do not think that the story 
is skilfully told. While there is much in it that gives unmistakable 
evidence of the author’s ability as both a writer and a thinker, there 
are also some rather prominent defects. In the first place, the style 
itself is singularly uneven. There are indeed pages that are inter- 
esting and attractive, but there are others that are dull, heavy, and 
clumsy; while in connecting the various parts of a dialogue the 
writer’s deficiency is simply astonishing. There is also a needless 
insertion and monotonous repetition of coarse and vulgar epithets 
which seldom have the merit of adding either strength or appropriate 
emphasis to the sentence. 

In his character sketches, the author almost always hits off some 
of the principal traits with admirable skill and accuracy, but in the 
development of his portrait he not unfrequently misuses his colors, 
or leaves bare spots on the canvas. Thus in attempting to give, in 
Sallie Werth, a portrait of “a daughter of the old-fashioned South,” 
he certainly gives many of the characteristics of the Southern girl 
with delightful accuracy. But in one of the most important and 
delicate traits he fails woefully. Nothing could be more utterly 
foreign to the character of the typical girl of the old-fashioned 
South than Sallie’s gushing, irrepressible avowal of her love to the 
man himself, whom, as she tells him, she slavishly adores. 

We would look in vain for anything like this in the stories of 
Thomas Nelson Page, or in any other Southern writer, “to the 
manor born.” : 

But in spite of these and other similar defects that will hardly 
escape the notice of the careful reader, the book is a serious one, 
dealing as it does seriously with a momentous problem, and bringing 
to public notice evils which have been too little known to the greater 
part of the honest and fair-minded people of the country. 

By far the greatest significance of the work, however, lies in 
the conclusion reached by the author and foreshadowed in the text 
that precedes the title, “Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the 
leopard his spots?” 

The writer evidently believes the negro problem to be a hopeless 
one. An important character in the story, and one with whom the 
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writer would naturally have special sympathy, is the Rev. John 
Durham, a Baptist preacher, “who threw his life away.” This 
desperate act, we learn from the narrative, consisted in refusing an 
$8,000 pulpit in Boston, to remain in North Carolina on a 
salary, and spend himself in a fruitless struggle to maintain the 
supremacy of the Anglo-Saxon race. 

In fact, while the Rev. Mr. Durham is represented as an eloquent 
and soul-stirring preacher, and as performing many noble acts of 
hidden charity, the great question that absorbs his zeal and energy 
and elicits from him frequent and more than passing manifestations 
of intense bitterness, is “the conflict between-the African and the 
Anglo-Saxon races.” This he declares to be the greatest, most 
dangerous, and most hopeless of the great questions that shadow the 
future of the American people (p. 331). 

The fundamental reason for’ this gloomy view of the situation 
may perhaps be found in the doubt which Rev. Mr. Durham ex- 
presses to his wife (p. 177) as to whether a negro really has a soul. 
It is also worthy of remark that the author himself speaks of the re- 
ligious excitement attending negro revivals as “ emotional insanity ” 
(Pp. 177). 

If, therefore, any importance is to be attached to the views set 
forth in this book, it would seem that we have here an open avowal 
that Protestantism, at least in so far as it is represented by the 
Baptists, the most numerous sect in the South, and the one whose 
form of worship is most popular with the negroes, is ready to give 
up all hope (and consequently, we may suppose, all effort) for their 
conversion, or for the amelioration of their condition. If the author 
repudiates such an inference, we may say that, at least, his book has 
the merit of calling our attention to a fact which we already know 
on better authority. 


& Rd & 


Life of William McKinley, our Mariyred President., Edited by 
Rt. Rev. Samuel Fallows, LL.D., with an Introduction by United 
States Senator William E. Mason. (Chicago: Regan Printing 
House.) 


In this work of 456 large octavo pages we have not only a compre- 
hensive history of the life and death of the latest victim of the 
Anarchist’s bullet among rulers, but also biographies of our previous 
martyred Presidents, Lincoln and Garfield, as well as of President 
Roosevelt. The book is profusely illustrated, and begins with the 
end, the story of the assassination. Whatever our opinion of Presi- 
dent McKinley may be, and whether we agree with his governmental 
policy or not, on this we must all agree, that at no period of his life 
was he greater and nobler than when, immediately after being shot, 
he exclaimed: “ May God forgive him.” The Life contains valuable 
lessons, but in order to extract them all, one must sometimes read 
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between the lines. Of course, all will interpret alike. There is an 
excellent chapter on “ Anarchy: its Origin, Purpose, and Results,” 
which thoughtful readers will appreciate. 


& & & 


Father Etienne Pernet, Religious of the Augustinians of the 
Assumption, Founder of the “ Little Sisters” of the Assumption, 
the Nurses of the Sick Poor in their Own Homes. With a Preface of 
Monseigneur de Cabriéres, Bishop of Montpelier. Translated from 
the French by Mary Elizabeth Herbert. (London: The Art and 
Book Company, 22 Paternoster Row, E. C.; Paris: Ancienne Maison 
Gaume et Cie, 14 Rue de l Abbaye.) 

There is no more profitable reading than the lives of holy men 
and women. In the awakening of admiration of their virtues is 
born the stimulus to imitation. In this work of about 200 pages, 
which is a résumé of the different testimonies and short biographies 
that appeared at the death of Pére Pernet, an echo, as it were, of the 
concert of affection, admiration and gratitude which was heard on 
all sides in praise of this friend of God and of His poor, when his 
soul was carried to heaven, we read the life of a saint of our own 
time, for he died but three years ago; and from whichever point his 
life be viewed, the distinguishing traits of saints stand out in bold re- 
view. His humility was as great as his sympathy for the poor and 
infirm, whose sorrows and sufferings he shared while seeking to 
relieve them, inspiring them with courage and leading them to God. 
Love, faith and prayer constituted the essence of his long life on 
earth, and the fruit thereof will grow and ripen, tenderly nursed 
and cared for by his faithful, self-sacrificing daughters, the “ Little 
Sisters,” as long as there will be poverty, sickness, and suffering. 
The “Little Sisters” are multiplying and spreading, reflecting the 
virtues of their founder throughout the earth. By them the poor are 
alleviated and consoled both in body and soul; from them the rich 
may learn lessons of duty. Read and profit thereby. 


& & & 


A Sketch of the Life and Sufferings of Blessed Sebastian New- 
digate, of the London Charterhouse. By Dom Bede Camm, O.S.B. 
(London: Art and Book Company.) 

It is a touching narrative, the account of the Carthusian monks 
who were executed under Henry VIII. for having refused to ac- 
knowledge the King’s religious supremacy, and Dom Camm has 
made a most attractive little book out of the story of one of them, 
Blessed Sebastian Newdigate. Not very much historical detail can 
be ascertained in the case of this most interesting personage, but 
whatever is obtainable has been put together nicely by the learned 
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Benedictine author, and has beeen enriched with instructive notes 
on events relating to the martyrdom, and with a fascinating de. 
scription of the old London Charterhouse and its evolution into its 
present state. 

Though the book is not of any great size—some hundred large 
type pages with very wide margins—nevertheless, its good points 
could be enumerated at considerable length. The author’s powers 
as a scientific historian, his artistic taste, his fervent piety, and his 
intense patriotism are revealed very clearly. His book is one to 
interest, please, instruct and edify, and while well adapted to enter- 
tain the young readers, will also be found not unworthy of a place 
on shelves reserved for select biographies and fine historical 
sketches. 


a & & 


The Treasure of the Church. By Canon Bagshawe. (London: 
Burns & Oates. New York: Benziger Brothers.) 


We have here a popular exposition of the nature and effects of the 
two Sacraments most frequently received, namely Holy Eucharist 
and Penance. The purpose of the Rev. Author is not merely to 
instruct but to increase the love and devotion of the faithful by 
showing forth the high place these sacraments have held in the lives 
of Catholics from the beginning. Hence with this twofold object 
in view he explains clearly and precisely the doctrine relating to the 
real, abiding presence of Christ in the tabernacle, the meaning of 
transsubstantiation, communion under one form, and the disposi- 
tions necessary to receive worthily this august sacrament. He 
devotes a chapter to the Holy Sacrifice and in order to help all to 
enter into the spirit of this sublime act of worship he explains the 
sacred liturgy employed in it. 

The Rev. Author then takes up the doctrine regarding the Sacra- 
ment of Penance, its cleansing power, its strengthening grace, the 
conditions required on the part of the recipient to obtain forgive- 
ness of his sins, finally the necessity of frequent confession as a 
means unto perfection. The book, like all of the late Canon Bag- 
shawe’s productions, will be of great value to Catholics and non- 
Catholics alike. It will aid the former to understand and appreciate 
better the faith that is in them; it will help the latter to solve their 
doubts concerning these two sacraments, which are in truth the treas- 
ure of the Church. 


& & ad 


More Home Truths for Mary’s Children. By Madame Cecilia. 
(London: Burns & Oates. New York: Benziger Brothers.) 

This book is a welcome addition to the many aids to the spiritual 
life coming from the Catholic press. It has an aim and purpose 
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peculiarly its own. While intended for Catholic young ladies living 
in the world who have placed themselves by a special consecration 
under the protection of Mary, to imitate her virtues and advance 
unto perfection, all who have a real, honest desire to faithfully serve 
God, to realize the command of the Master to be perfect, will find 
in its pages wholesome suggestions and practical advice. As 
directress of young ladies for a number of years the authoress 
evidently has formed a good appreciation of the needs of those 
beginning the spiritual life, and in the plan of God’s providence 
makes an excellent guide. She does not soar into dizzy heights 
of sanctity nor propose virtues which seem impracticable outside 
the cloister. In a series of conferences which form the first part 
of the book she points out the dangers and temptations to be met 
with daily in the workshop, at home and in the social circle. In 
the second part she deals with the inner life, with the virtues 
which are the foundation and strength of the spiritual life, such as 
a strong, active faith, pure intention and confidence in God. She 
helps to solve many problems that perplex the mind, and she en- 
courages all to persevere. Her style is simple and pleasing. The 
book will be a great help to those well-disposed and of much value 
to the directors of sodalities. 


& & & 


Unpublished Letters of Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and of his 
Father, Charles Carroll of Doughoregan. Compiled and edited, with 
a memoir, by Thomas Meagher Field. (New York: United States 
Catholic Historical Society, 1902.) 

The United States Catholic Historical Society, which has done 
such admirable work in the short time since it was organized, has be- 
gun a Monograph Series, of which this volume is the first. It is most 
appropriate that the series should be introduced with a work on the 
most prominent Catholic laymen in the early history of the nation. The 
work is of very real value and interest not only for the Catholic his- 
torian, but for all interested in the history of the United States. The 
letters,most of which have not been published heretofore,are from the 
collection in the possession of the widow of the late Charles Carroll 
Mactavish, of Baltimore. They consist mainly of letters written by 
the signer’s father to him during his studies in France and England, 
and letters written by himself to friends during the time of gathering 
storm (1765-68) just after he had returned home to take the place 
which he filled so well in his native State and country. Other letters, 
written in later life, treat mainly of domestic and personal matters. 

The letters amply repay reading, not only by the information they 
convey about a great historical personage, but also by the charm of 
their style. In this respect the letters of the father, Charles Carroll 
of Doughoregan, are particularly interesting. The book does us a 
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rare service in making us acquainted with this fine, sturdy, shrewq 
old Irish American. He was a man of great wealth and of good 
education, having studied in France, where he afterward sent his 
son. He was debarred by his faith from taking the part in the public 
service of his colony which had been taken by his father before him, 
and afterward by his more distinguished son, but we can easily 
believe from the qualities shown in his letters, that he was a man of 
great influence in Maryland. The letters are an interesting revelation 
of a character in which antique honor and business-like shrewdness, 
paternal affection and sternness, worldly wisdom and piety are 
mingled in a way that makes us like the fine old gentleman even 
though we must sometimes smile at him. He advises his son, like 
a Chesterfield, on all sorts of topics. He begins one letter with the 
advice to get a good fencing master, as “ A Gentleman should know 
how to defend himself if attacked; and further on to wear his 
own hair rather than a wig, as it will become him better, “ and beside 
you will be more in the fashion.” Again, “ You must Conform to 
their amusements and learn to Play at Cards. And since it is ye 
Fashion, you should wear worked Ruffles.” 

In a letter written to his son, then in London, he sets rules for 
his recreations and friendships, insists on his avoidance of evil 
company which would hinder his duty to his Maker, tells him how 
to keep receipts and accounts, advises him to learn Riding and Danc- 
ing, recommends certain books of Controversy, and commissions 
him to collect a “ Debt of Honour” for £9 os. 6d. which he had 
won when in London from one Mr. Maccarty, a short, full-faced 
gentleman who lodged in Gray’s Inn. 

He defends the Jesuits, who were then under fire. He says: “I 
have, I thank God, been bred among them, and if you do what they 
have taught you and nothing contrary to it, you will be happy here 
and hereafter.” Again, speaking of events in Lisbon, he remarks 
shrewdly: “ Ye lugging ye Jesuits into ye Plot makes one disbelieve 
what I see in our Papers.” 

He is loyal to his country, though he believes that “ neither Mary- 
land nor any of ye British Dominions are a desirable Residence for 
a Roman Catholic.” He retains, too, his attachment for Ireland, 
and he wishes a good, fair history of Ireland could be written. “ Ye 
Duty all Irishmen owe to ye Glory and Honour of their Country 
should prompt them to promote and encourage such a Work.” 

Evidently a fine old country gentleman was Charles Carroll the 
elder, and one worth knowing, even though we can know him only 
through these shrewd, honest, affectionate, amusing letters to his 
boy. The younger Charles Carroll owed much to his father, and 
it is proper that they should be honored side by side in the book. 

The son’s letters are in a loftier, but less personal vein. They show 
that, from the moment of his return to his native land, he cast in 
his lot with his countrymen. His motives were those of the highest 
patriotism. His careful study of political conditions in other lands 








on et ie ed fw eS oe 


sSe- ww RP Wess «68hOhlCUSRlleeP UCD 


| oe | ——_ oe We s “= Owe "Ss 


— = 


we 








BOOK REVIEWS. I12I 


and his legal training fitted him to take a broad view of the series 
of petty oppressions which were causing discontent, and he was 
fully convinced of the necessity of resisting them. He shaped his 
conduct in acordance with principles, and principles of justice and 
liberty. He shows already in these letters written in his youth the 
same qualities of seriousness of purpose and calm determination to 
do his duty which he showed when he put his vast estates in jeopardy 
by signing his name to the Immortal Declaration of Independence. 

Mr. Field’s work is well done. He does not intend to write a life 
of Charles Carroll. He gives as much information as is necessary 
to introduce and explain the letters, which are allowed to occupy 
the foreground throughout. The type-work also is excellent. There 
is a slight mistake on p. 10, where the year 1610 is spoken of as 
in the sixteenth century. 


& ed & 


Sermons on the Stations of the Cross, the Our Father, Hail Mary, 
etc. By Rev. B. J. Raycroft, A.M. (New York: Pustet.) 

Wilfrid Ward tells of an old school English priest who used to 
preach Massillon’s sermons to his little flock of country people, 
gravely warning them against the evils of luxury and fine clothing, 
and thundering against the dangers of courts. Father Raycroft 
certainly makes no such blunder as this in the volume before us. 
His style of preaching has all the merits of sincerity, directness, 
and pertinency. He has given us about forty sermons on many 
different topics, moral discourses predominating. They are all, he 
informs us, sermons that have been preached. Now the fact that 
one man has preached a sermon, as every one who uses sermon 
matter knows, is no certain test of its utility to another, but it is 
at least guarantee that it can be preached to the people. The ideal 
sermon for use is one that will suggest and stimulate, that will 
set many different minds working on proper lines to generate new 
sermons with individualities of their own. However, such are hard 
to find, and in default of the ideal, we can welcome sermons which 
have all the evidences of being very real. 

Father Raycroft’s work is very emphatic and downright. His ap- 
peals to sinners are direct and pointed, full of instances drawn from 
the everyday life around them. He makes much use of the temporal 
ends resulting from sin, and does it well. His style of direct address 
is sometimes crude, but it has the qualities which hold attention 
and drive home personal conviction. And the best test of oratory 
is that it gains its purpose. Father Raycroft is not equally at home 
in more elevated regions; he becomes bookish; the thoughts show 
reading, the style becomes labored, the diction heavy. In fine, this 
book of sermons, though not manifesting the elevation of thought 
and power over language of a great writer and thinker, fulfils the 
purpose of its author by being a collection of plain, direct, practical 
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sermons made to suit the people with whom, for the most part, we 
have to deal. 

The book would possess greater value for a busy priest if synopses 
of the sermons were given. At least sub-titles should be added 
to the first twenty sermons. There is no way of knowing exact} 
what they are about, and the book has a new value to the man who 
discovers that in the sermons on the Stations of the Cross, Father 
Raycroft has discussed a wide variety of subjects, and that the 
sermons are available for use, not only during Lent, but at almost 
any time during the year. 


a ad am 


Mariae Corona: Chapters on the Mother of God and her Saints, 
By Rev. P. A. Sheehan, D.D. (Dublin: Irish Catholic Truth So- 
ciety.) 

Another book by Father Sheehan (we know, of course, that he is 
now Dr. Sheehan, and we are glad that the deserved honor has come 
to him, but the creator of “ Daddy Dan”—the Very Rev. Canon 
Hannahan—will not take it amiss if we cling affectionately to the 
more familiar title). Anything from Father Sheehan’s pen requires 
no recommendation to Catholic readers, and when the book is 
practically, at least, a book of sermons, it will be all the more eagerly 
welcomed by priests who have followed the author’s sermons in 
the HomiLtetic MonTHLy during this year. The author calls the 
twelve selections in his book chapters, not sermons, and they are 
written for reading rather than for speaking, but they are eminently 
available for homiletic purposes. Five of them are on the Blessed 
Virgin herself, and the others on her saints, SS. Augustine, Jo- 
seph, Peter and Paul, Patrick, Dominic, Teresa, Alphonsus Liguori, 
and Aloysius. 

The most striking note about Father Sheehan’s work is its in- 
tense Catholicity. His wide reading in the realms of ethnic philosophy 
has wrought him no harm; he has returned to the divine truths of 
revelation with a better appreciation of their necessity and their 
worth. The intense faith of the Irish, which is an instinct in the 
race, has become self-conscious in him. He has gone as an explorer 
into the regions that lie outside the peaceful domain where Christ 
still rules, and he has returned more thoroughly convinced of the 
blessedness of those who bear the sweet yoke and the light burden 
of that gentle rule. He wants every Christian to appreciate his 
blessings, and his personal knowledge of how bankrupt modern 
thought is in all that makes life endurable, gives his style, strength 
and warmth and insistence in its sturdy advocacy of uncompro- 
mising Catholicity. 

“The woman clothed with the sun”’ has been taken to mean both 
the Church and the Blessed Mother of God. And so the author 
links together in these chapters these two objects of his devotion 
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and love. The consideration of the Blessed Virgin and of the other 
saints gives him his opportunity to insist on the Catholic Christian 
ideas of life. And this he does in no shrinking, apoiogetic way. He 
sees his Christian principles clearly, and expresses them with ener- 
getic pride. The book may be recommended for spiritual reading 
to the Catholic laity; it is devotional, attractive, uplifting. 


& & & 


1. Religious Education and its Failures. By Rt. Rev. J. Bellord, 
D.D., Ave Maria Print, Notre Dame, Ind. 
2. The Story of the Earth. By H. G. Seeley, F.R.S. (New 
York: Appleton.) 

3. Selections from Irving’s Sketch-Book. Benjamin. (American 
Book Co.) 

4. Carpenter's Geographical Reader: Europe. (American Book 
Co. 

: How to Attract and Hold an Audience. By I, Berg Esenwein. 
(New York: Hinds & Noble.) 

6. Vocal Exercises on the Vocal Factors of Expression. By 
Prof. F.D. Murrin. (Troy, N. Y.: A. M. Allen.) 


1. Bishop Bellord’s work on Catechetics is a revised reprint from 
the Ave Maria, and takes a fitting place in that excellent series of 
pamphlets. It consists of four chapters in criticism of the ordinary 
methods used in giving religious instruction. The chapter on 
Memory is an excellent piece of applied psychology. The style is 
vigorous and trenchant, and the criticism fearless and just. The 
work should be in the hands of every one in charge of religious in- 
struction. It needs to. be supplemented now by the zealous prelate 
by something constructive, as the present little volume is almost 
entirely critical. 

2. The Story of the Earth is one of Appleton’s Library of Useful 
Stories. This volume is small in bulk, but it is filled with knowledge 
of geologic strata and fossils. In fact, it is too learned to merit 
such a title as a “ story!” If it is meant to attract beginners, the book 
will be a failure. It administers knowledge in chunks. There is | 
absolutely no attempt to make the theme attractive. The readers 
are plunged from the first into dry facts and hard names, and much 
effort of attention andof memory is required in the student. The book 
will be of use as a text-book, or to the student who wants a lot of 
knowledge in small compass. 

3. The Selections from the Sketch-Book have been prepared 
to meet the requirements for first year English and advanced 
English of the Board of Regents of New York State. Two of the 
essays are annotated with a view for utility in applying the indirect 
method of grammatical analysis. Nine others are prepared for 
reading work. The notes are for the most part mercifully brief. 
Those on p. 60 are out of their place. 
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4. Mr. Carpenter aims at doing for children in imagination what 
the Cooks do for their patrons in reality—arrange a personally-con- 
ducted tour through places of interest in the Old World. The work 
contains about 450 pages. The illustrations are numerous, and 
though small, are well-selected and distinct. The author gives much 
interesting and useful information in attractive form, and he js 
at pains to avoid giving offense to national or religious sentiment, 

5. Dr. Esenwein has put together in rather a scrappy way a 
number of bright, clever, helpful ideas on a variety of topics con- 
nected with public speaking, including logic and rhetoric. He has 
had experience as a teacher of elocution, which is the basis of 
many very practical suggestions, and his wide reading in other 
treatises on elocution and rhetoric supplies him with some very well- 
chosen quotations. In general, the work is incisive, straightforward, 
and practical. It does not treat particularly of pulpit oratory, but 
it has suggestions which are of value to any speaker. 

6. Prof. Murrin is also a teacher of elocution, and has produced 
a little work which is not so ambitious as Prof. Esenwein’s, but 
which will no doubt serve a useful purpose for professors and 
pupils in classes of elocution. He has found by experience that 
much difficulty is encountered and much time lost in selecting proper 
exercises for illustrating the emotions, etc. He has compiled a 
number of brief selections, which are admirably suited to this end. 
Much reading and care must have gone to the making of these 
selections, as they possess high literary as well as practical value. 
As the author himself says, they are not for those who wish to 
acquire oratorical ability by self-instruction. But teachers of 
elocution and their pupils will find this little work convenient and 
useful for practice in vocal expression. 


& & & 


Timothy; or, Letters to a Young Theologian. By Dr. Franz 
Hettinger. Translated and adapted by Rev. Victor Stepka. (St. 
Louis: Herder.) 

The present gratifying interest in priestly training has produced 
a number of works, most of which have been written for the benefit 
of the bishops and priests who are directly concerned in the man- 
agement of seminaries. In this class by far the best in any language 
is the work on Clerical Studies which was the fruit of the well- 
stored mind and long experience and ripened judgment of that grand 
old teacher in Israel, Dr. John B. Hogan, S.S. 

Dr. Franz Hettinger has conceived the idea of writing a work 
on clerical studies from the point of view of the student in order 
to give him a stimulus in his work, to indicate the spirit in order 
he should go about it, and to outline the value of the different 
branches for the development of priestly knowledge and character, 
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and for the upbuilding of the Church of God. The work he has 

roduced consists of twenty-seven letters or chapters, treating of 
all the branches of training which a good seminary might afford 
to the young Levite. 

The studies are considered rather on intellectual than on practical 
lines, rather in reference to the student himself than to the people. 
Even the chapters on the Care of Souls, on Catechetics, and on 
Homiletics have little in the way of useful, practical suggestions. 

The truth is that Dr. Hettinger had a fine inspiration which he 
should have given away to some one with less erudition and more 
insight. It was a great idea, that of writing a series of chats with 
a bright, earnest Catholic youth on his vocation, his opportunities, 
his responsibilities. Imagination pictures at once what such a series 
of letters could and should be—suggestive, helpful, kind, warm- 
hearted, good-humored, sympathetic, direct, personal—a_heart-to- 
heart, man-to-man, father-and-son sort of talk. And it is such a 
disappointment to find the erudite Doctor miss his chance and 
descend to being heavy, learned, somber, encyclopedic, platitudinous. 
Now and then he addresses “my dear Timothy,” but at times 
through whole chapters this is the only indication that he has even 
this hypothetical youth in his mind. One feels that if he could only 
call the young fellow Tim, and write in a vein to suit the title, the 
book might have been a success. 

The work is a failure for the purpose for which it was intended, 
but it possesses merit. A man of wide reading and deep thought, 
whose mind has been occupied with ideas rather than men, can 
hardly possess the psychological insight necessary to make such 
an undertaking as this a success, but he can produce a work which 
will recommend itself to the serious-minded and the thoughtful. 
The letters have a fine conservative religious spirit, a love of faith 
and learning, and a wealth of ideas original and quoted, which make 
it of value to priests interested in Seminary work, and to serious- 
minded students. The translator’s work has been generally well 
done. 


& & & 


Elements of Political Economy (Revised Edition). By J. Lau- 
rence Laughlin, Ph.D. (American Book Co.) 


Every man in the United States is being continually called on by 
the force of circumstances to form some sort of opinion on the most 
delicate economic problems. Whether he is exercising his right of 
suffrage, or taking sides in a labor dispute, or even making a simple 
purchase, he is brought face to face with such questions as tariff, 
money standard, labor and capital, credit, trusts, wages, prices, etc. 
In our complex system it has become a duty of every man to 
himself and to the state to get informed as far as possible on these 
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matters. And if such be a duty of the ordinary citizen, much 
more is it so of those whose position gives them influence over wills 
or charge over consciences. It is no longer possible to settle these 
questions with a few wise saws or vague generalities or pious platj- 
tudes. They run too deep into the social life of the time, and, like 
everything else of importance, they can never be settled until they 
are settled right. 

It is some years now since Dr. Laughlin, who is Professor of 
Political Economy in the University of Chicago, made an attempt 
to put the fundamental notions and principles of his science in a 
way to be grasped by beginners. He has now revised his work to 
bring it up to date in a rapidly advancing science. 

In the first part of the book he treats of such subjects as Pro- 
duction, Labor, Capital, Money, Trade, Demand and Supply, Credit, 
Distribution, Wages, Prices. In the second part, which he calls 
Descriptive Political Economy, he discusses Socialism, Taxation, 
Tariffs, Bimetallism, Banking, Labor, Cooperation. On_ these 
questions he strives to avoid taking a definite side, but he is opposed 
to State Communism, and in his presentation of the arguments on 
the question of customs duties he inclines toward Free Trade. He 
is of opinion (and in this he is at one with a greater authority, 
Leo XIII.) that the labor problem is not a question to be settled 
by legislation, but “by all the forces which make for Christian 
character and self-mastery.” 

The work is intended as a text-book. Its divisions are clear and 
orderly, its style simple and succinct, and it has suggestive questions 
at the ends of the chapters. It may be recommended to those who 
are desirous of becoming acquainted with the fundamentals neces- 
sary for an understanding of this difficult but important subject. 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


A new text book of moral theology has been added to the number of 
such works which are already in the market. It is entitled “ Principia Theo- 
logiae Moralis,’ and comes from the pen of the Rev. Thomas Slater, S.J. 


The first printed book that published the Sanskrit alphabet and a Sanskrit 
text (The Our Father and Hail Mary) was the Jesuit Athanasius Kircher’s 
China Illustrata (Amstelodami, 1667). Kircher obtained his information from 
his brother priest, Heinrich Roth, superior of the Jesuit college in Agra, who 
died there in 1668. 


Of Asseman’s exceedingly rare Codex Liturgicus a reprint will now be 
undertaken. This “Codex Liturgicus, in quo continentur Libri Rituales, 
Missales, Pontificales, Officia, Dypticha, etc., Ecclesiarum Occidentis et 
Orientis”’ was first published at Rome in the years 1749-1766, and comprises 
thirteen volumes in quarto. It is valuable especially on account of the Oriental 
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and Greek liturgies which are embodied in the work in their original 
characters. The Codex has of late became very rare and expensive. As far 
back as 1847 a set was sold for 700 francs, while more recently a set fetched 
the price of 3,000 francs. The new edition may be subscribed for at the price 


of 600 francs. 


Among the recent Latin works we note: Quaestiones de Justitia ad usum 
hodiernum scholastice disputatae, ab A. Vermersch, S.J.; De genuino 
probabilismo licito dissertatio _critico-practica exarata conciliationis 
gratia, auctore D. M. Caigny, O.S.B.; De genuino morali systemate 
S. Alphonsi dissertatio irenico-critica, auctore D. M. de Caigny, O.S.B.; 
Principia Theologiae Moralis, auctore Th. Slater, S.J.; Theses de Gratia 
sanctificante, auctore L. Hubert; De Pulchritudine divina libri tres, 
auctore D. H. Krug; De Principiis Theologiae Moralis, scholarum usui 
accommodavit H. Noldin, S.J.; De Fide divina, libri quatuor, auctore 
G. Wilmers, S.J., Opus Posthumum post mortem auctoris ed. cura Aug. 
Lehmkuhl, eiusd. S.J. 


A book that will be appreciated especially by those who are afflicted with 
scruples or by despondency with regard to the spiritual life will shortly be 
published under the title of Comfort for the Faint-Hearted. It will be a 
translation of Blosius’ “ Consolatio Pusillanimium,’ by Rev. B. Wilberforce. 


The Sun (New York) comments upon the production of a mass for St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral, Newark, by six amateur composers, three of whom are 
Protestant clergymen, thus: “That two Episcopal ministers should assist 
in writing a mass is not surprising, but that they should write it for a Roman 
Catholic Church is rather remarkable. That a Presbyterian minister should 
be a colleague in the production is very remarkable. A generation ago such a 
circumstance would have struck Protestants with amazement. Now it is 
likely to pass without any very serious comment or, at least, any bitter 
rebuke.” 


About the growth of so-called Christian Science the Era Magazine gives 
the following interesting information: The total number of Christian Science 
churches and societies, here and abroad, is now 663, showing the remarkable 
increase of 81 during the last year. Besides these, there are many free reading 
rooms—more than one hundred in the United States, eight in Greater New 
York alone and one large one in Chicago, in which all the churches of that 
city unite. These reading rooms are a feature of the denomination and are 
to be found in many of the cities abroad where Christian Science has obtained 
a lodgment. The First Church of Christ, Scientist, in Boston, Mass., was 
finished in 1894, at an expense of over $250,000, and was dedicated in 1895. 
It is known as “ The Mother Church,” all the other churches being branches 
of this one. This was the first church devoted to the new “ faith” and all the 
others have, therefore, been built within the short space of eight years—a re- 
markable growth indeed. 


There has been a great development in research of scientific geography during 
recent years, but we have had no work, perhaps, in the past century to equal the 
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famous “ Physikalischer Atlas” of Berghaus, which applied wonderful cartp. 
graphic skill to research into the history of geography. “ Bartholomew’s 
Physical Atlas,” of which the first volume has just been issued, promises to 
represent all that recent study and discovery have added to our knowledge 
on this subject. Over four hundred maps, with accompanying text, illustrating 
the weather and climate of the world, will be included, and the Atlas is pre. 
pared under the patronage of the Royal Geographical Society of London, 
It will represent the views and information of the most eminent scientists of 
the day. 


There is keen and caustic criticism in the Catholic World Magazine for 
July of a bitter anti-Catholic book that is now used as a text book in many 
of the high schools. It shows up this other attempt at “poisoning the wells,” 
and with a sharp pen lays bare all its bigotry. It is about time that this propa- 
ganda which has for its purpose the using of the public school system as an 
agency to defame the Catholic Church and decatholicize the Catholic children 
should stop. The American Book Company is anxious to get Catholic trade; it 
should therefore be very particular how it hurts Catholic sensibilities. It has 
no business publishing such a bitterly anti-Catholic book as Seely’s History 
of Education, and much less has it any business putting such a book in the 
public schools. 
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The following list contains such publications of importance issued 
during the last month which may be supposed, by reason of their subject or 
authorship, to interest our readers. Catholic authors are marked*. Books 
reviewed in this issue are markedt. The list is compiled for INFORMA- 
TION only, and books included in this list are not thereby recommended. 


BALCH, LEWIS A. A Manual for Boards of Health and Health 
Oe ee a re ene 1.50 


BRANNON, C. P., and GILLETT, JOHN S. (Rev.) Review of a 
Discussion Between Father C. P. Brannon of the Roman Catholic 
Church and John S. Gillett of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Cay PUN WI SD hoe ce.corsbriwontcdss aeaxewes decease 0.25 


* + CAMM, DOM BEDE, O.S.B. A Sketch of the Life and Sufferings 
of Bl. Sebastian Newdigate of the London Charterhouse. (Art 


and Book Co., London.) Cloth, net .........cccccscccccccscecs 1.10 
* t CECILIA, MME. More Home Truths for Mary’s Children. (Burns 
SA. Fy SE wk vievcdcvnceewerssxnececns canes 1.00 


*DE COSTA (Dr.) From Canterbury to Rome. (Christian Press 
Seta TI ee A as 6 io Ka Se neee re remeber 1.25 
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*DE COSTA (Dr.) Whither Goest Thou? (Christian Press Assn. 
Bek Co) CH OE co ccrccccevesencvovsenececenesndteesecees 
DENNIS, L. M., and CLARK, F. W. Laboratory Manual to Elemen- 
tary Chemistry. Ill. (Am. Book Co.) Cloth ................ 
+DIXON, THOMAS, JR. The Leopard’s Spots. A Romance of the 
White Man’s Burden. (Doubleday, Page & Co.) Cloth....... 


*+ ELLIOTT, REV. W., C.S.P. The Life of Jesus Christ: Embracing 
the Entire Gospel Narrative. (Catholic Book Exchange.) 
GIGHE: as cewek bacotcn nodes cenmndededvacdenmadaedesccsmedaudsdad 


*+ FATHER ETIENNE PERNET, Founder of the “Little Sisters ” 
of the Assumption. (The Art and Book Co., London.) Cloth, 


OR Vane cusiccddinicwcdacdadncdudedevdedvetiahsdeeies cdsuseewesweaes 
GIFFORD, M. W. Christian Science Against Itself. (Jennings & 
PEGE GOI occa dw evscccnccueneveteseensaabusscesweseesanea 


GRANT WILLIAM D. (Rev. Ed.) Christendom Anno Domini 
1901: A Presentation of Christian Conditions and Activities 
in Every Country of the World at the Beginning of the 
Twentieth Century by More than Sixty Competent Contributors. 
Introductory Note by Charles Cuthbert Hall, D.D. (Chauncey 


BS CRD \ cine sdccnonkecen ener nanavous tcerareeaniaes 
GREGG, DAVID, D.D. The Dictum of Reason on Man’s Immortality ; 
or, Divine Voices Outside of the Bible. Cloth................. 
*tHETTINGER, DR. F. Timothy; or, Letters to a Young Theo- 
ee ae ee SS ee re ree 
+ LAUGHLIN, J. L., Po.D. Elements of Political Economy. (Ameri- 
we Se GL) Cian na cccccanchadsias en icuceseadiewne des 


{LIFE OF WILLIAM McKINLEY, our Martyred President. Edited 
by Rt. Rev. S. Fallows, LL.D. (Regan Printing House.) 


SAME ketwasane-sa cancasksnceksssioaseeasenueuteaneneue 
*McGOWAN, REV. F. X. Two Series of Lenten Sermons. (Fr. 
Pastet Co.) Clothe 266 i csciccccwecdaccanconasianeuusetecess 


*McKERNAN, REV. JAMES. Forty-five Sermons Written to Meet 
Objections of the Present Day. (Fr. Pustet & Co.) Cloth, 
pi Cree rE eer CC CE CCT CECE UCT PEEL CCE LC OLE EE CCPC EEE 


*McSORLEY, REV. JOSEPH. The Ideal Teacher; or, the Catholic 
Notion of Authority in Education. From the French of Pére 
L. Laberthanniére. Trans. by Margaret La Farge. (Pedagogical 
Truth Lib., No. 7.) (Catholic Lib. Assn.) Paper.............. 


PARKMAN, FRANCIS (Jr.) Conspiracy of Pontiac and the War 
of the North American Indians Against the English Colonies 
After the Conquest of Canada. (A. L. Burt Co.) Cloth........ 


*t7RAYCROFT, REV. B. J. Sermons on the Stations of the Cross, 
The Our Father, The Hail Mary, etc. (Fr. Pustet & Co.) Cloth, 
MEG ccd cacwcendeneacnccetaccec edectecGebeucuatceedseduesdadeed 


*+ SHEEHAN, REV. P. A., D.D. Mariae Corona: Chapters on the 
og of God and Her Saints. (Irish Cath. Truth Soc.) 
OU, NEE cccdicsceccecseacdeceweuecseeccecses soceeceeewecseae 


* SPALDING, RT. REV. J. L. Religion, Agnosticism and Education. 
CA, C. Bio is © Ga) CO Re vin cv cne sn ccdciccwastccccccnns 
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Unpublished Letters of Charles Carroll, of Carrollton. Thomas Meagher 
Field. (United States Catholic Historical Society.) 

Music in the History of the Western Church. Edward Dickinson. (Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, New York.) 

St. Francis of Assisi. I. H. McIlvaine. (Dodd, Mead & Co., New York.) 

Mary, Our Mother. Rev. L. B. Palladius. (B. Herder, St. Louis.) 

Life of William McKinley. Rt. Rev. Bishop Samuel Fellows, D.D. (Regan 
Printing House, Chicago.) 

The Story of My Life and Work. Booker Washington. (J. F. Nichols & 
Co., Toronto, Ont.) 

Francis Bacon Our Shakespeare. Edwin Reed, A.M. (Charles E. Goodspeed, 
Boston. ) 

Bacon and Shakespeare—Parallelisms. Edwin Reed, A.M. (Charles E, 
Goodspeed, Boston.) 

The Heroine of the Strait. Mary C. Crowley. (Little, Brown & Co., Boston.) 

The Leopard’s Spots. Thomas Dixon, Jr. (Doubleday, Page & Co., New 
York.) 

Terrors of the Law. Francis Watt. (John Lane, New York.) 

More Home Truths for Mary’s Children. Madame Cecilia. (Burns & Oates, 
London. ) 

Social Salvation. Washington Gladden. (Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Boston.) 

About the Bible. Charles L. Hammond. (Grafton Press, New York.) 

Education and the Larger Life. C. H. Henderson. (Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 
Boston. ) 

England and the Holy See. Spencer Jones. (Longmans, Green & Co., New 
York.) 

The Lady Paramount. Henry Hardland. (John Lane, New York.) 

School Architecture. Edmund March Wheelwright. (Rogers & Manson, 
Boston. ) 

St. Anthony of Padua. M. L’Abbe Albert Lepitre. Translated by Edith 
Guest. (Benziger Brothers, New York.) 

The Rise and Development of Christian Architecture. Joseph Cullen 
Ayer, Jr. (The Young Churchman Co., Milwaukee.) 

Systems of Ethics. Aaron Schuyler, Ph.D., LL.D. (Eaton & Mains, N. Y.) 

Father Marquette. Reuben G. Thwaites. (Appleton & Co.) 

Modern Conceptions of God. Joseph Alexander Leighton. (Longmans, 
Green & Co.) 

Forty-five Sermons. Rev. Joseph McKernan. (Pustet & Co.) 

Elementary Chemistry. Clarke & Dennis. (Am. Book Co.) 

Patristic Study. Henry Barclay Swete, D.D. (Longmans, Green & Co.) 

Facts and Comments. Herbert Spencer. (Appleton & Co.) 

Our Lady and the Eucharist. From Faber. Rev. John Fitzpatrick, O.M.L 
(Benziger Brothers.) 

The Spenders. Henry Leon Wilson. (Lothrop Pub. Co.) 

Curita, Countess of Albornez. Luis Coloma.. Translated by Estelle 

Huyck Attwell. (Little, Brown & Co., Boston.) 





